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Salutations to that Supreme Goddess who is the
All-pervading Formless Consciousness and the Mother
of this whole creation, incarnated on this Earth as
Her Supreme Holiness Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi.
To You we prostrate with reverence and surrender.

May our humble offerings be pleasing in Your sight.
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Devi Mahatmyam

The Devi Mahatmyam, also known as the Durga Sapta-shati —’seven
hundred verses to Shri Durgd’, is an ancient Sanskrit praise from the
Markandeya Purana. It tells the story of the incarnations of the
Goddess who were invoked to destroy the demons troubling the
Devas —‘gods’ in Heaven and the saints and sages on this Earth; the
chief demon being Mahishasura —‘buffalo demon’ who represents the
lower animalistic side of our nature.

In the narrative are four great hymns of praise to the Goddess as Shri
Mahakali, Mahasaraswati and Mahalakshmi (Narayani) which are
included with the transliterated Sanskrit.

The original Sanskrit poem of the Devi Mahatmyam has wonderful
sound, rhythm and vibrations; however in this edition only the
English translation is given, so that the story can be recited and
understood by westerners. The Sanskrit version can be downloaded
from the symb-ol.org website.

See p.24 for a summary of the chapters of the Devi Mahatmyam.

5



Quotes by Shri Mataji about the Devi Mahatmyam

‘The greatest power belonging to the Mother is your
protection. Protection from all kinds of things - all the Left Side
protections are there. They are described in the Devi
Maéahatmyam - what a protections She gives you. So tremendous
in Her protecting power. And this protecting power gives you
understanding - how kind She is and how, | should say, how
very, very protective, extremely protective.’
Navaratri, Los Angeles, 27-10-02.

‘Who is Vishnumaya? It's very important to know because in
the Devi Mahatmyam She is only described as the Incarnation
of the Goddess, “Vishnumayeti shabdita —She is called as
Vishnumaya’. But let's see who is She, after all, this Vishnumaya?
So Vishnumaya is the Kali, we can say, and is the daughter of
Mahaékali. She came on this Earth and killed many, many devils
and many Rakshasas to save the saints from their aggression and
She always acts in that manner to kill all the negativity of the
world.’ Shri Vishnumaya Puja, Belgium, 04-07-92.

‘For you also it is important that you must surrender to Me
fully recognizing Me as Mother. Read more about the Devi
Mahatmyam, about the names, the thousand names (of Shri
Lalita), what does that mean? What Devi is doing, what has She
done before, try to understand. See some people have gone
very far. They read and understand. And try to read Sanskrit.
Try to understand what it is. You have to, it's a knowledge.’
Address to Leaders. Melbourne, 18-03-85.



Praises included in this edition

Associated with the Devi Mahatmyam are a number of praises called
the anga —‘limbs’ which are listed below in the order in which they
are usually recited, some before and some after the Devi
Mahatmyam:-

Sapta-shaty’anga-patha - ‘Recitation of limbs of the Devi Mahatmyam’.

e Sapta-Shloki —'Seven most auspicious verses’

e Nav’arna Mantra —‘The nine-syllabled mantra’.

e The 108 Names of Shri Durga (as a poem or a list).
e Devi Kavach

e Argala Stotram

e Kilaka Stotram

e Ratri Suktam (Vedic & Tantric (Ch.1 p.60))

e Vaidik Devi Suktam

e Tantrik Devi Suktam (Chapter 5. p.65)

e Kshamapana - Prayer for forgiveness - for mistakes etc.
e Kuiijika Stotram

Any or all of these praises may be said on any day or on the specific
days indicated on pp.11-22. Also included in this book are:

e Devi Atharva Shirsha (from the Shrimad Devi Bhagavatam)

o Shri Lalita Sahasranama - ‘7000 Names of the Goddess’

e Shri Mahish’asura Mardini Stotram (20 verses)(‘Ayi Giri Nandini’)
e Prayer to Shri Anna-piirna (Adi Shankardcharya)



Navaratri —'the nine nights’

Jay Shri Mataji!

There are four Navaratri (nava —'nine’, ratri —'nights’) festivals in the
year, at the changes of the seasons. Sharadiya —‘autumn’ is the most
important and most widely celebrated. Vasantha —‘spring’ Navaratri
is also popular, at the start of the month Chaitra around the
beginning of April.

While Navaratri is a period of celebration it is also a time for
introspection. The Goddess is worshipped at this time partly because
we need extra protection when the season is changing and winter is
approaching.

At Navaratri time the gates of both Heaven and Hell are more widely
open and, as well as receiving the protection of the Goddess against
the demonic forces, we can also more easily connect to and worship
Shri Mataji with that devotion and dedication which is the key to our
emancipation.

Worshipping Shri Mataji as the Goddess Incarnate gives us extra
depth and power to delve into ourselves and weed out the workings
of the Six Enemies' and other demonic tendencies within us. Shri
Mataji laid particular stress on the sixth day, being the day when we
should clear our ego, because if we fail in that the rest has little
meaning.

1

The ‘Six Enemies’ in Indian culture are like the ‘Seven Deadly Sins’ and are
Lust, Anger, Greed, Envy, Delusion and Pride. Greed covers Avarice and
Gluttony and Envy includes Jealousy. The demons which Shri Vishnu took
incarnation to destroy were deluded by these negative emotions.



So as well as being a time for joyful collective worship in the
evenings and night-time, it is also beneficial to find some solitude to
meditate and prepare ourselves to welcome the Goddess into our
hearts and souls. The cool balm of Her peace, holiness and bliss will
wash away the pains and worries of this world we live in.

This book is a collection of the prayers, hymns and praises which may
be used for worship during Navaratri. It is not exhaustive, but is a
compilation of material that has been used to worship Shri Mataji in
Her Presence or which She has mentioned and is therefore
considered to be approved by *Her.

‘Mother’s grace is boundless. Her mercy is illimitable. Her knowledge
is infinite. Her power is immeasurable. Her glory is ineffable. Her
splendour is indescribable. She gives you Bhukti —‘worldly enjoyment’
amd Mukti -’liberation’ also. She is pleased with a little purity of
heart. The sacred Durga Puja is approaching. Do not lose this glorious
opportunity. Make a definite and sincere attempt to obtain the grace
of the Mother. She will transform your entire life, and bless you with
the milk of divine wisdom, spiritual insight and Kaivalya —‘One-ness
with God’. Swami Shivananda (1953)

2 Shri Mataji’s teaching about Shri Durgd and Navardtri can be found in
‘The Nine Nights of the Goddess’ published by NiTL, Pune and in Shri
Mataji’s Navaratri Talks which have been collected and published at
various times.



Astrological Timing

2022 - 26 Sept - 4 Oct (Dussehra - 5 Oct)

2023 — 15 -23 Oct (Dussehra — 24 Oct)

2024 -3 - 11 Oct (Dussehra — 12 Oct)

2025 — 22 Sept - 1 Oct (10 days -5 day 26/27) (Dussehra - 2 Oct)

Navaratri starts around the beginning of October on the *first day
(new moon) of the month Ashvin, with the Sun in 'Kanya —Virgo’ (18
Sept - 17 Oct), the Sign of the Goddess.

Sometimes two ‘kald’s —“digits’ of the moon do not occur on
consecutive days and the ‘nine nights’ take ten days. It is also
possible for the nine nights to occur within eight days.

The tenth day is called Dussehra or Vijaya-dashami —‘Tenth Day of
Victory’ and is a day of “celebration of Shri Rama’s victory over the
demon Ravana and His subsequent coronation. This is celebrated by
burning an effigy of Ravana, with music and stick dancing (Dandiya),
food and sweets.

In western astrology the Sun is in Libra at this time (22 Sept-21 Oct); Vedic
(Indian) astrology uses the actual constellation that the Sun occupies in the
sky which, due to the ‘Procession of the Equinoxes’, is Virgo between 18 Sept —
17 Oct. All months start on the New Moon day.

The New Moon occurs 11 days earlier each year and 12 days on Leap Years.
So in 2024 (leap year), Navaratri starts on [15 Oct — 12 days] = 3 Oct.

The moon has sixteen Kala’s -‘digits’ in each half, with the New and Full
Moons being shared with both the bright (waxing) and dark (waning)
phases. This gives the thirty days of the moon’s cycle (or more
precisely 29.5 days, which is why two Kala’s can occur on one day)
The quarter moon (half dark, half light) is on the 8" day.
Astrologically this ‘Sun square Moon’ aspect (at 90° to each other) is a
difficult time for relationships, with people becoming argumentative and
stressed. Once it passes people enjoy each other again, so Dussehra —‘tenth
day’ is a joyful time.
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The Nine Nights of Navaratri

First three nights - Shri Durga (Mahakal)
Middle three nights - Shri Mahalakshmi
Last three nights - Shri Mahasaraswati

Guidelines for worship during Navaratri:
It is
recommended to
wash and
decorate Shri
Mataji’s Feet
(photo sealed in
glass) every day.
Start with Shri
Ganesha Mantra
once, four or
seven times.
Washing Shri
Mataji’s Feet can
begin during the
Ganesha Atharva
Sheersha.

One or more

Bhajans to Shri Ganesha.
The Devi worship is started
with the Nav’arna Mantra (Aim =

Hrim Klim Chamundayai vicche) at least twelve times, while decorating
Shri Mataji’s Feet.

One or more Navaratri Bhajans (list of Navaratri Songs, p.23) may be
sung before or after the specific praises for the day (during offerings).
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Day 1. Pratipada —‘Commencement, First Day’
Aspect of Shri Durgad - Shaila-putri — ‘Daughter of the Mountain’

When Navaratri extends to ten days, the First Day normally covers
the first two nights.

Kalash Sthapana — the Kumbha —‘water-pot’ with leaves and a
coconut are installed in the traditional manner.

Ghata-sthapana —‘seed sowing’.
A pot of earth with nine types

of seeds (pulses and grasses) {
or simply barley or wheat
seed, is prepared, watered and
offered to the Goddess. It
symbolises the power of Nature
and is performed by women. It
is to be watered -4
every day.

A clay statue
of Shri
Durga may
be installed
ceremoniously
and worshipped.
This is offered to
the river/lake/sea
at the end of the
festival.
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On the first day these ceremonies are performed before sunset, but
the Pujas on the following days are done in the night.

Praises that may be offered include:-

e Sapta-shloka —‘Seven verses’ —the seven most auspicious and
powerful verses from the Sapta-shati.

e 108 names of Shri Durga. This can be sung as a poem or the
names taken as mantras.

e Chapter 1 of Devi Mahatmyam including singing of the Brahma-
stuti p.65.

Shri Shaila-putri —‘daughter of the mountain’ (also called Parvati,
Hemavati, Giri-nandini) rides on NandT, Shri Shiva’s bull, has two hands
bearing a trident and a lotus, with the crescent moon on the
forehead. She is the Adi Shakti, the Primordial Power of Nature and
Creation symbolised by the Ghata-sthapana, embodying the powers
of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. To guard Her bathroom and hence Her
chastity She created Shri Ganesha and this is the day of Maladhara
Chakra.

A traditional Kalasha —
‘water-pot’, usually
copper, brass or silver,
but may be clay, full of
water with five mango
leaves and a coconut
with a tuft of hair left on
the top. Any long
pointed glossy leaves
may be used.
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Day 2.
Dvitiya —'Second day’.

Aspect of Shri Durgd —
Brahma-charini —Following the Path of God, celibate student’

Chandra darshan. The New Moon may be visible as a thin ‘nail-
paring’ at sunset.

e Devi Suktam (Ya Devi sarva bhuteshu..)

e Chapters 2, 3 & 4 of Devi Mahatmyam.

e Singing of Shakradya Stuti, Chapter 4, p.79

e Mahishasura Mardini Stotram (Ayi Giri Nandini) p.168

Brahma-charint wears white clothes, and
holds a rosary and a water-pot in Her two
hands. This is the aspect of Shri Parvati
who undertook severe penances to win
the love of Lord Shiva and represents
spiritual seeking and devotion to the
highest knowledge. She is the Primordial
Kundalini, embodying all innocence,
auspiciousness and purity.
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Day 3.
Sindura Tritiya —Third Day of Sindoor —'kum-kum” .

Aspect of Shri Durga —

Chandra-ghanta - ‘having a moon-bell as a weapon’

e Devi Kavach - may be sung collectively to a plain melody.

e Chapters 5 & 6 of Devi Mahatmyam.

e Singing of Tantrika Devi Suktam — ‘Ya Devi Sarva Bhuteshu’ p.90
e Worship with sindoor —‘red powder’ on Mataji’s Feet

Chandra-ghanta is a fierce form of Shri Durga also known as Chandi —
fired-up’ and Chamunda -‘destroyer of Chanda and Munda’ always
ready to destroy demonic forces troubling Her devotees. She rides a
tiger and has ten arms holding
trident, mace, bow, arrows,

sword, lotus, bell, water-
pot and abhaya -'giving
fearlessness' with both
hands. She bestows
courage and removes
mental and physical
suffering.
Chandraghanta -‘ending
the sins of the Left Side’
(Chandra —‘moon, left
side’, agha —'sin, evil’
anta —‘ending,
destroying’) is the
protective power of
the Left Side.



Day 4.
Varad-vinayaka Chaturthi — ‘Fourth Day of the Peerless Giver
of Boons’. (Chaturthi —ourth day’ is sacred to Shri Ganesha)

Aspect of Shri Durga —

Kﬁshméndél — ‘Creative energy of the Universe’.
Heart Chakra — Prana-maya Kosha —‘Sheath of Life-breath’

e Devi Kavach is also sung on this day.
e Chapter 7 of Devi Mahatmyam.
e Argala Stotram. p.51

Kushmanda is Ashtabhuja —‘eight armed’ holding discus, mace,
bow, rosary, lotus, water-pot and a jar of Amrut —‘nectar of
immortality’. She rides a tiger and is

the Creative Power of the Sun
(Right Side). Her worship bestows
spiritual power and energy to

devotees. j @‘

1 Ka —‘creation’, ushma \ 7
—‘heat, energy’, anda — \ %
‘egg, universe®’, |

2 The Universe is called |

Brahmanda -‘eqg of

the Supreme Spirit’

Kashmanda are

also a «class of

demons which She
destroys.



Day 5. Lalita Pafichami — ‘Fifth Day of the Playful Goddess’.

Aspect of Shri Durgd - Skanda-mata — ‘Mother of Shri Karttikeya’

Vishuddhi Chakra. Mano-maya Kosha —‘Sheath of Heart/Mind’

e Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama. If time is limited half may be recited and
the other half on the next day. (full poem is about 45 minutes)

e Chapter 8 of Devi Mahatmyam.

¢ Kilaka Stotram. p.54

The demon Tarakasura, who had over-run the heaven of the Devas —
‘Gods’, had a boon that he could only be killed by a son of Lord Shiva
who was unmarried. So the Devas conspired to marry Him to Shri
Parvati. The six-headed boy Karttikeya (Skanda) was duly born who
led the army of the Gods and
destroyed Tarakasura.

.....

Shri Skanda-mata has four
arms and rides a lion. Her
worship, which purifies the
heart and gives liberation
from material
attachments, is also
# U, pleasing to  Shri
L%\ Karttikeya who
leads all the
Divine  forces
: < ( N against evil-
AN doers.
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Day 6. Saraswati Avahan / Pija.

Aspect of Shri Durga —

Katyayani - ‘Incarnated as of Sage Katyayana’s Daughter’
Agfiya Chakra - Vigfiyana-maya Kosha —‘Sheath of Understanding’.

e Shri Saraswati Puja

e Chapters 9 + 10 of Devi Mahatmyam.

e Books, musical instruments, craft tools, (computers) may be
offered on stage for blessing as manifestations of Shri
Saraswatl.

Katyayani was created from the combined energy of the Devas -
‘Gods’” who each donated their special powers and weapons to help
Her destroy the demonic forces.

Her beauty captivated Mahishasura
but She told him She would only
marry one who defeated Her in
battle. In the ensuing fight

Mahishasura, the chief and most

powerful of the demons, was
finally slain. She is the
great remover of ego
and demonic /’
tendencies in Her

devotees.

She rides a lion and is
sometimes depicted with
eighteen arms and three
eyes.



Day 7. Mahalakshmi Puja.

Aspect of Shri Durgd — Kala-ratri — ‘Dark Night of Dissolution’

Sahasrara Chakra - Ananda-maya Kosha —‘Sheath of Bliss’

e Shri Mahalakshmi Puja.

e Mahalakshmi Stotram (Namaste-‘stu Mahamaye...) p.178
e Devi Atharva Sheersha. p.161

e Chapter 11 — ‘Hymn to Narayani’ p.112

e Ratri Suktam (Vedic p.58 and Tantric p.91)

The Dark Night is the state of emptiness
where all passions, thoughts
and desires are
extinguished. One of the
fiercest forms of Shri
Durga, Shri Kalaratri (kdla
—‘dark, black, time,
destruction’, ratri —'night’)
confers  auspiciousness,
bliss and protection for
devotees. /
kalaratri-maharatri- ! ':4 I ¢
moharatri —You are {
the dark night of
worldly dissolution, the
great night of final dissolution
and the terrible night of
delusion’.



Day 8. Mah’ashtami —‘Great Eighth day’.

Aspect of Shri Durgda - Mahagauri — ‘Very Fair and Shining’

e Chapter 12 of Devi Mahatmyam.
e Mahalakshmi Stotram. p.178
e Shri Annapurneshwari Stotram. p.175

Mahagauri is the aspect representing the Bindu —‘dot’ Chakra — the
first chakra above Sahasrara where we experience the Nirvikalpa -
‘doubtless’ state of meditation being immersed the blissful nature of
the Goddess.

She has four hands holding a 2&5
trident indicating Her master @
g y ‘ﬁ\,{

% <

over the three gunas, a drum

N,
) - __-___..--’{:,'\ .
Ty

which, as the heartbeat,
shows Her control over life
and existence, and giving
fearlessness
blessings.

Shr Parvati
became Mahagauri *
—‘very fair’ when She
shed Her dark skin
which took the form
of Goddess Kaushiki
to destroy Shumbha
and Nishumbha. She
takes us into that realm
where we leave behind all
worldy troubles.



Day 9. Maha-navami —Ninth day’.

Aspect of Shri Durgd — Siddhi-datri - ‘Granting Self-realisation’

e Chapter 13 of Devi Mahatmyam.
o Kuhjika Stotram. p.182

At Ardha-bindu —‘crescent moon’ (second chakra above Sahasréra)
the Goddess bestows on us the attainment of our goal of Kaivalya —
‘absolute one-ness with the Divine’. This is the completion of our
seeking and we enjoy being Her instruments channelling Divine
Love, Peace and Joy onto this Earth.

Shri Siddhi-datri (Siddhi —success,
fulfilment, Self-realisation,
Yogic powers’, datri -
‘giver’) has four hands,
holding mace, discus,
conch and lotus (like
Shri Vishpu) and is
seated on a lotus. 2=
As well as giving o
the ashta-siddhi
—‘eight powers’
and nava-nidhi -
‘nine treasures’,
Her influence is
healing and
nourishing to all
our four bodies,
physical, emotional,
mental and spiritual.
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Day 10. Vijaya-dashami (Dussehra) — ‘Tenth Day of Victory’.
¢ Shri Rama Puja.
e Prayer for forgiveness. p.180
e Burning of Ravana effigy.
e Durga Visarjan —the statue of Shri Durga can be taken in a
procession for immersion in the lake/river/sea.

e Cutting the Ghata-sthapana. The grass shoots can be cut and
offered as Prasad.

Dussehra (dasha —‘tenth’, ahara —‘day’) can also be interpreted as
‘Dasha-Hara’, meaning the cutting of the ten heads of Ravana. So,
let us resolve on this day to cut the ten heads of the demon Ego -
passion, pride, anger, greed, infatuation, lust, hatred, jealousy,
ignorance, revenge, selfishness and crookedness.

Other Auspicious Activities

Dandiya - stick-dancing — is pleasing to the Goddess. This is
traditionally enjoyed on the Dussehra evening celebration — but
may also be practiced at other times during Navaratri.

Sweets made of gram (chick pea) flour and jaggery (raw sugar) are
auspicious for Prasad.

Collective singing

Shri Mataji has commented many times on how the vibrations flow
more when we perform songs and praises collectively; so let us try
to sing the beautiful praises associated with Navaratri as
collectively as possible. This is one of the purposes of this book.

Praises like the Kavach of the Devi and the Lalita Sahasranama
were composed as poems with wonderful flowing rhythms
(Anushtubh metre), ideally suited to being sung to a simple melody.
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We sing shortened versions of ‘Ayi Giri Nandini’ and ‘Sarva
Mangala’ but during Navaratri it is appropriate to perform the full
versions. (pp.138 & 86)

Navaratri songs
listed in the order they appear in the Sahaja Yoga Songbook (2014)

Jay Jay Bhavani......cccooevevvvniiinnnnnnne, Sanskrit 1

Ayi Giri NandinT.......cccccevvveeeevennnnn.e. Sanskrit 2 — All 20 verses, p. 168.
Sarva Mangala ......ccccceevvvvvieneennnnn. Sanskrit 3 — All 40 verses, p. 112.
Jay Jagadambe, Mata Bhavani ...... Sanskrit 5

Ya Devi Sarva Bhuteshu ................. Sanskrit 6 — Full Stotram — p. 91.
Mahalakshmi Stotram.................... Sanskrit 8

Anyatha Saharanam Nasti.............. Sanskrit 31

Bhavani Dayani .......cccccevveeeevvnnnnn.n. Marathi 2

P4 o)=Y V- T Marathi 7

Adi Maya Ambabai.......ccccccevvvnnnnnn. Marathi 20

Jay Jagadambe, jay Ganesha-ji ki ..Hindi 11

Ghane ghane jang.la ...................... Hindi 13

Durga, Adi Shakti........cccoveeveevennnnn.e. Hindi 21

Durgati harinT......ccccoeoevvvieereennnnnn..e, Hindi 33

LYoo I 1V/<] - DO Hindi 63

Mahamaya mahakali...................... Hindi 64

Mata, O Mata.......cccccceeeeeeeeeerinn, Hindi 66

Jago he jagadambe ..........ccceuunen.... Hindi 84

ShriJagadambe aayire .................. Hindi 91

JaYa He v, Hindi 101

Shri Devi Stotram (Gatis-twam) ....I1S3
Mother please come in my heart... English O
O Holy Virgin .....ccoeeevveveeeeieineeeennn, English 6
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The Durga Sapta-shati

‘Seven Hundred Verses in praise of Shri Durga’

The Sapta-shati —‘Seven hundred verses’ is another name for the Devi-
mahatmyam —Glory of the Goddess’ from the Markandeya Purana. The 13
chapters are in four sections, to Shri Mahakali, Mahalakshmi and
Mahasaraswati telling the stories of the destruction of demons and each
containing a great hymn of praise. The Shakr’adya Stuti (p.59) is one of the
deepest, subtlest and most beautiful of hymns. Finally there is the great
Hymn to Narayani (Ch.11) and the concluding chapters.

Chapter 1. The Story of the Merchant and the King. p.60

A king and a merchant, both in despair at the ways of the world, find
themselves in Sage Medhas’ ashram. The Sage kindly enlightens them by
recounting the story of the Goddess:

While Shri Vishnu was in Yoga-nidra —‘mystic sleep’

reclining on the serpent Shesha upon the
waters which were covering the Earth,
two demons Madhu and Kaitabha
emerged from His ear-wax
and attempted to destroy
Shri Brahma, who was
seated on a Lotus emerging
from Shri Vishnu’s navel.
Lord Brahma invoked Shri
Mahakali to remove Her
Yoga—nidra (Tamasic/ Sleep)
form from Shri Vishnu, who
then awoke and destroyed
the demons.

Hymn - Brahma-stuti (‘Twam
swaha Twam swadha..’) v.83-87
to Shri Mahakali (p.65)
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Chapter 2. The Slaughter of Mahishasura’s army. p.63

Chapter 3. The Slaying of Mahishasura. p.66

Chapter 4. After destroying Mahishasura and his followers, the Goddess is
eulogised by Lord Indra (a.k.a. Shakra) and the other Devas with
the Shakr’adi Stuti —Praise by Indra and the other Gods’. p.79

Chapter 5. Shumbha and Nishumbha are terrorising the world. Shri
Mahasaraswati is invoked with the Devi-suktam (‘Ya Devi sarva

bhuteshu..’). p.89
Chapter 6. Slaying of Dhumra-lochana. p.95
Chapter 7. Slaying of Chanda and Munda. p.98
Chapter 8. Slaying of Raktabija. p.101
Chapter 9. Slaying of Nishumbha. p.106
Chapter 10. Slaying of Shumbha. p.109

Chapter 11. Hymn to Narayani (‘Sarva mangala’) (Shri Mahalakshmi) p.112
Chapter 12. Promise of Blessings. p.120
Chapter 13. The Merchant and the King are given boons.  p.123

Shri Durga Yantra
The inner design forms a circle
of nine outward-pointing
triangles as the nine forms of
Shri Durga.

This is the central part of the
Shri Chakra.
It may represent the Three
Channels overlapping with the
Brahma Nadi in the centre.
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Translation of:

Her Supreme Holiness Shri Mataji's Marathi Letter
01-10-78

To All Sahaja Yogis, Many Blessings.

Today is the first day of Navaratri. Today your attention should be
on Shri Ganesha. His devotion is infinite. He has never worshipped
anybody else except Mother. Hence He is so great. All other Gods
appear very strong; everyone has some specialty. What is Mother's
speciality? Her ego (aham) is nowhere felt by others. Hence Shri
Ganesha who has surrendered to such a Mother, is so wise and
venerable.

Mother has nothing with Her. Her very name
begins with 'Ni' e.g. Nish-kanchan -
‘having no wealth’, Nirlepa -
‘unaffected’, Nirvichara -
‘thoughtless’, Nishprayojana -
‘having no motives’,
Nirgarvita -‘egoless’,
Niriccha -‘desireless’ etc.
Therefore,
surrendering to such
a Mother, who has
nothing with Her,
needs some kind

of subtle
thought, in that
Mother has

nothing with Her
and therefore,
nothing can be
asked from Her.
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It shows how Shri Ganesha by Himself, is fully satisfied. Where
does this contentment of Shri Ganesha come from? It is His own
power.

When the gate of the Self opens, nothing else is required. It is the
Mother who opens this gate and therefore She is so dear to Shri
Ganesha. Complete Self-Realization is that stage, attaining which
nothing else is required. Thereafter, only enjoying the Bliss and the
Satisfaction of Fulfilment.

You are made in the pattern of Shri Ganesha. Therefore, your
power is unmatched, but for that, you should have devotion and
innocence like Shri Ganesha's. Then Mother would admire you and
the whole world would witness that beautiful sight.

| have worked in the operation and Ida Nadi of all has become
much lighter. lda means past and all good and bad impressions. All
that is bad should be removed like cleaning of an excellent cloth
that gets back its colour and new look. Right Side improves by
discipline. | myself will observe fast and clean your Right Side, so
that your power to do the work increases and you start Sahaja
Yoga work with new vigour.

However, Left Side can be kept clean by discriminating between
good and bad deeds and strictly doing only that which is good.
That means you have to do only that which is auspicious and
helpful. Right Side can be activated by discipline. Balance is very
important in Sahaja Yoga. The age-old maxim: ‘Ati Sarvatra
Varjayet® —‘Extremes should be avoided everywhere’ really holds
good.

| am very eager to meet you all.

Your Mother — Nirmala
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The Nav'arna Mantra

‘The Nine-syllabled Mantra’

The Nine-syllabled Mantra is an integral part of Navaratri and worship
during the nine nights is traditionally started by saying it at least twelve
times, after salutations to Shri Ganesha. Some of the anga’s —‘limbs’ of the
Sapta-$hati -‘seven hundred verses’ give instructions on the performance of
this mantra.

Om Aim Hrim Klim Chamundayai vichche
Shri Mataji has talked about this mantra in Her writings and lectures:

“Om Aim Hreem Kleem Chamundayai Vichche 2namah is properly
used to awaken Adi Shakti as Jagadamba or Chamunda. This
beautiful and powerful mantra should only be used by a realized
soul under the guidance of an evolved Guru.” BoAS. Ch.5.

Aim, Hrim and Klim are the A, U and M of Om in their evolved forms:

Aim (‘Ayeem’) — Shri Mahasaraswati, Pure Desire, Awakening of
Kundalini, supported by the lower chakras. Sat —‘existence, reality’ of Sat-
chit-ananda.

Hrim - Shri Mahalakshmi (Hari-Vishnu), Central Channel, Kundalini rising
through Sushumna Nadi, evolution, peace, Chit —‘attention, consciousness’.
Klim - Shri Mahakali, Bliss in the Sahasrara, Destruction of lllusions,
Divine Connection, Ananda —‘oy, bliss’.

Chamunda - Destroyer of the demons Chanda —‘anger’ and Munda -
‘bald head’ ie. destroying Ego and Conditionings. Also means ‘upwelling
(desire) for dissolution (in the Divine)’ (cham -—‘dissolving’, unda —
‘upwelling, flow’) or ‘bathing in auspiciousness’ (cham — ‘well-being,
auspiciousness.” Unda — ‘flow, bathing’).

In the instructions from the Puranas the mantra is to be said at least a
thousand times per day, making ten thousand over the nine nights. Saying
the mantra 1000 times, at 7 seconds per mantra, would take two hours.
Adding namah at the end is a matter of personal preference.
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One may salute the Bijas with these mantras:

Om Airh Mahasaraswatyai namah

Om Hrim Mahalakshmyai namah

Om Klirh Mahakalyai namah

Om Shri Chamundayai namah

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devyai namo namah

“These Three Primordial Syllables AA, 00 and MA represent the
three powers of the Primordial Mother: These Three Syllables later
on form the Primordial Words Aim, Hrim and Klim.”  BoAs ch1.

“Aim, Klim, Hrim are the three words denoting the three powers of
the Goddess. Aim, Hrim and Klim: Aim is the Mahakali, Hrim is the
Mahélakshmi and Klim is the Mahasaraswati.” 26-01-84, India

“Supposing you want to raise your Kundalini, then the bija mantra is
‘Hrim’. ‘Ra’ is the energy, Radha. The one who sustains the energy is
Radha. She is Mahalakshmi that is why she sustains the Kundalini.
‘Eee’ is the primordial Mother and ‘Ra’ is the energy that is Kundalini.
So the ‘Hrim’ means that you have the energy passing through the
Mahaélakshmi tattwa which is Ra. You see the Energy is passing

9 "

towards the Primordial Being. So ‘Hrim’.
17-10-88, Pune.

For a more detailed explanataion of
this mantra see the RiSY book ‘Bija
Mantras’ available to download
free on symb-ol.org.

The Nine-syllabled Mantra
Om Aim Hrim Klim Chamundayai
vichche inscribed in the Yantra.
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Shri Durga Sapta-shloki
Seven verses to Shri Durga

Shiva uvacha: - Lord Shiva said:

Devi tvam bhakta-sulabhe sarva karya vidhayini

Kalau hi karya-siddhy’artham-upayar bruhi yat-natah ||
O Goddess, easily achieved by devotees, dispenser of all outcomes
Explain how, in this Kali Yuga, to achieve the success of one’s enterprises

Devy’uvacha: - The Devi said:

Shrinu deva pravakshyami kalau sarv’eshta-sidhanam

Maya tav’aiva snehen’apy’amba-stutih prakashyate ||
Listen, O Lord, | will explain the fulfilment of all wishes in this Kali Yuga
By Your Grace; it will be illuminated by this praise of the Divine Mother.

Orh asya Shri Durga sapta-shloki stotra Of these seven verses to Durgd
Maha-mantrasya Narayana rishih  Shri Vishnu is the Composing Seer,
Anushtubh’adini chhandamsi The metres are Anushtubh, etc.
Shri Mahakali Mahalakshmi Mahasarasvatyo devatah

The Presiding Deities are Shri Mahakali, Mahalakshmi and Mahasarasvati
Shri Diirga prity’arthar sapta-shloki Durga pathe viniyogah

This recitation of the Seven Verses is undertaken to please Shri Durgéa

Jhianinam-api chetamsi Devi Bhagavati hi sa

Balad-akrishya mohaya Mahamaya prayachchhati ] 1]
The attention of even the wise and knowledgeable is forcibly attracted by
That Illlustrious Goddess who as Shri Mahamaya causes delusion.

Durge smrita harasi bhitim-ashesha jantoh
Svasthaih smrita matimati-va Shubham dadasi
Daridrya duhkha-bhaya-harini ka tvad-anya
Sarv’'opakara-karanaya sada-‘rdra chitta || 2 ||
O Goddess Durga, when remembered You remove all fear, When
recollected, You grant intelligence and happiness, Who other than You,
O destroyer of hardships, sorrow and fear, can deliver all assistance
with ever-tender intentions.
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Shri Durga Sapta—shloki

Sarva mangala mangalye Shive sarv’artha sadhike

Sharanye tryambake gauri Narayani namo-’stu te [ 3 |]
O Conferrer of all Bliss and Happiness, Auspicious Fulfiller of all undertakings
O Shining Three-eyed Giver of Shelter, O Refuge of Humanity, we bow to You

Sharan’agata din’arta pari-trana parayane

Sarvasy’arti-hare devi Narayani namo-’stu te || 4 ||
The Supreme Goal and Protector of the Afflicted who seek Refuge in You
O Goddess who removes the pain of everyone, Narayani, we bow to You

Sarva-svarupe sarveshe sarva-shakti-samanvite

Bhaye-bhyas-tra-hi no Devi Durge Devi namo-'stute || 5]
Assuming the form of the Universe, controlling everything, having all powers,
Protecting us trembling with fear, O Goddess Durga, we bow to You

Roga nashesh’anapahamisi tushta
Rushta tu kaman sakal’anabhishtan
Tvam ashritanam na vipannaranar
Tvam ashrita hy’ashrayatam prayanti || 6 ||
If satisfied You destroy illness and promote vitality,
But if angry You give all un-wished-for desires.
Those attached to You do not get afflicted;
Those depending on You become the refuge of others

Sarva-badha prashamanarm trai-lokyasy’akhileshvari

Evam-eva tvaya karyam-asmad-vairi vinasShanam 117 |
You pacify all troubles, being the Supreme Controller of the Three Worlds
Thus completely destroying the works of our enemies

|| Iti Durga sapta-Shloki sampiirna ||
Here ends the Seven Verses to Shri Durga.
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1he 108 names of Shri Durga

Shata-nama pra-vakshyami Shrinushva kamal'anane
(Lord Shiva said...) | will recite the hundred names, listen well, O Lotus-faced One

Yasya prasada-matrena Durga prita bhavet Sati
Only by this offering will Mother Durga be pleased, O Faithful Spouse.

Om Twameva sakshat Shri  vouare..

NY: | 1 The First Incarnation and Devoted Wife of Shri Shiva;

the Most Excellent Abode of Truth
Sadhvi....................... The Bearer of All Virtues
Bhavaprita................ Loved by Shri Shiva
Bhavani..................... The Loving Consort of Shri Shiva; the Source

of All Existence and Contemplation

Bhava-mochani ........ .. The One who Liberates us from Worldly Existence 5
Arya ....................... Honourable and Noble
Durga ....................... The Goddess who is Hard to Attain
Jaya ... The Goddess of Victory
Adya........................ The Primordial Goddess
Tri-netra ................... Three-eyed 10
Shuala dharini ............. The Wielder of the Trident
Pinaka dharini............ The One who bears Shri Shiva's Pinaka Bow
Chitra ....................... Of Many Excellent Forms
Chanda-ghanta ........... Ringing a Mighty Bell to Instil Fear in Evil-Doers
Maha-tapa ................. Practicing Great Austerities 15
Manas....................... The Psyche as the Combination of Heart and Mind
Buddhi...................... The Intellect and Understanding
Ahamkara.................. The Illusion of Individuality, the Ego
Chittarupa ................ In the Form of the Attention
Chita ........................ Consciousness 20
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The 108 names of Shri Durga

Chiti......................... Understanding and Reflection
Sarva-mantra mayi ..... The Essence of All Mantras
Satta........................ Truth and Reality
Saty'ananda swarupinl Characterised by blissful immersion
in the Ultimate Reality
Ananta...................... Eternal 25
Bhavini ..................... The Fulfillment of all good qualities
Bhavya...................... What we aspire to become
Bhavy’abhavya ......... .. What is destined to be and what is not to be
Sadé-gati ................... Always Moving — as Wind or Spirit
Shambhavi............... . The Beneficent Wife of Shri Shiva 30
Deva-mata................. The Mother of the Gods
Chinta....................... The One who Takes Care of our Well-Being
Ratna pl‘iyﬁ ................ Fond of Jewels (Realised Souls)
Sada......................... Ever-existent
Sarvavidya................ All Knowledge 35
Daksha kanya........... .. The Daughter of King Daksha
Daksha-yagiiya-
-vinashinil .... The One who destroyed King Daksha's sacrifice,

when he insulted Shri Shiva

Aparna...................... Undertaking severe penance to win Shri Shiva
not even eating leaves

Anekavarna .............. The One who Manifests in Many Styles
Patala....................... Having a Rosy Glow 40
Patala-vati................. Surrounded by Roses and Pink Lotuses

Pitambara-pari-dhana . clothed in Yellow Garments
Kamal’anjira-raiijini. ... Adorned with Lotus-Blossoms
Ameya-vikrama.......... Of Immeasurable Valour

Krura ....................... Formidable 45
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The 108 names of Shri Durga

Sundari..................... Beautiful

Sura-sundari.............. Heavenly Beauty

Vana-durga................ The Goddess of the Forest

Matangt .................... The Mother of the Tribe of Elephants (Great Souls)
Matanga-muni pujita ... Worshipped by the Sage Matanga 50
Brahmi...................... The Shakti of Shri Brahma
Mah'eShwari.............. The Shakti of Shri Shiva
Aindri...................... The Shakti of Shri Indra
Kaumari.................... The Shakti of Shri Kartikeya
Vaishnavi................... The Shakti of Shri Vishnu 55
Chamunda ................. The Goddess who Destroys Demons
Varahi....................... The Shakti of Shri Vishnu in the Boar Incarnation
Lakshmi.................... The Goddess of Good Fortune and Spiritual Ascent
Purush’akriti ......... ... Having the Form of the Primordial Being
Vimala...................... Unsullied and Spotless 60
Ut-karshini ................ The Highest Ascending Glory

Giiyana ..................... Knowledge

Kriya......................... Action

Nitya ........................ Eternal

Buddhida................... The Bestower of Enlightened Intelligence 65
Bahula ...................... Abundant

Bahula prema............. Overflowing with Love

Sarva vahana-vahana... Whose Army is conveyed in All Vehicles
*NiShumbha-

-Shumbha-hanani . Annihilating the Demons Nishumbha and Shumbha
*Mahish’asura mardini.. The Slayer of the Evil Mahisha 70
*Madhu-Kaitabha hantri. The Destroyer of the Demons Madhu and Kaitabha
*Chanda-Munda-

-vinashini ... Crushing the Demons Chanda and Munda
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The 108 names of Shri Durga

Sarv’asura vinashini.... The One who Grinds All Demons into Dust
Sarva-danava ghatini .. The Slayer of All the Demons

Sarva-shastra mayi ..... In the Form of All Science and Knowledge 75
Satya ........................ The Ultimate Reality
Sarv’astra-dharini ...... Wielding all Negativity Destroying Missiles

Aneka-Shastra hasta ... Bearing many Sacred Books in the Hand's
AneK’astrasya dharini. . Brandishing Many Weapons

Kumari ..................... The Virgin Goddess 80
Eka-kanya ................. The Supreme Virgin
Kaishori.................... The Youthful Goddess
Yuvati....................... Appearing as a Young Girl
Yati .......................... Ascetic
Apraudha................. Having the Form of a Youthful Maiden 85
Praudha .................... Appearing as an Older Woman
Vriddhamata......... ... Taking the form of a Mature Mother
Bala-prada ................ The Bestower of Strength
Mah'odari ................. The One who has a Large Belly
Muktakeshi............... Whose Hair is Loose and Flowing 90
Ghorarupa ................ Of Terrifying Form
Mahabala................... Of Very Great Strength
Agnijvala ............... ... Blazing with Fire
Raudramukhi............ Fierce-faced
Kala-ratri................... The Dark Night of Dissolution 95
Tapasvini................... Undertaking Austerities
Narayani................... The Shakti of Shri Vishnu, the Refuge of Humanity
Bhadra-kal1................ The Auspicious Dark-skinned Mother
Vishnumaya............ ... Shri Vishnu's Creative Power who

announces Divine Incarnations
Jal'odari.................... Holding all the waters of the Earth in Your belly 100
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The 108 names of Shri Durga

Shivaduti................. Recruiting Shri Shiva as Your Messenger
Karali........................ Of Very Dreadful Aspect, with Wide-Gaping Mouth
Ananta .................. ... Infinite and Eternal
Param'eshwari........... The Supreme Goddess
Katyayani.................. Born as the Daughter of Sage Katyayana, from

the brilliance of all the Gods to destroy

the evil Mahishasura and his followers 105

Savitri....................... The Life-giving Power of the Sun
Pratyaksha ................ The Manifested World of the Senses
Brahma-vadini ........... The One who Teaches Knowledge of the Supreme Spirit

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devyai namo namah
Who is verily before us as Our Holy Mother Shri Mataji

1he 108 names of Shri Durga

Durg’ashtottara-shata-nama Stotram

IShvara uvacha: shri Shiva said:-

Shata-nama pra-vakshyami shrinushva kamal'anane
Yasya prasada-matrena Durga prita bhavet Sati 2

I will recite the hundred names, listen well, O Lotus-faced One
Only by this offering will Mother Durga be pleased, O Faithful Spouse.

Sati Sadhvi Bhava-prita Bhavani Bhava-mochani
Arya Durga Jaya ch’Adya Tri-netra Shiila-dharini 2]

Pinaka-dharini Chitra Chanda-ghanta Maha-tapah
Mano Buddhir Ahamkara Chittarupa Chita Chitih 13
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The 108 names of Shri Durga
Sarva-mantra-mayi Satta Saty'ananda-swarupini
Ananta Bhavini Bhavya Bhavy’abhavya Sada-gatih 4]

Shambhavi Deva-mata cha Chinta Ratna-priya Sada
Sarva-vidya Daksha-kanya Daksha-yagiiya-vinashini |5

Aparn’aneka-varna cha Patala Patala-vati
Pitambara-pari-dhana Kamal’anjira-raijini 6|l

Ameya-vikrama Krura Sundari Sura-sundari
Vana-durga va Matangi Matanga-muni pujita 171

Brahmi Mah'eshwari ch’Aindri Kaumari Vaishnavi tatha
Chamunda Varahi chaiva Lakshmish-cha Purush’akriti | 8|

Vimal'ot-karshini Giiyana Kriya Nitya cha Buddhida
Bahula Bahula-prema Sarva vahana-vahana X

NiShumbha-Shumbha-hanani Mahish’asura mardini
Madhu-Kaitabha hantri cha Chanda-Munda-vinashini |10

Sarv’asura vinashini cha Sarva-danava ghatini
Sarva-shastra-mayi Satya Sarv’astra-dharini tatha | 11 |

Aneka-shastra-hasta cha Anek’astrasya-dharini
Kumari ca’Aika-kanya cha Kaishori Yuvati Yatih |12 |

Apraudha chaiva Praudha cha Vriddha-mata Bala-prada
Mah'odari Mukta-keshi Ghora-rupa Mahabala 113

Agni jvala Raudra-mukhi Kala-ratri Tapasvini
Narayani Bhadra-Kkali Vishnumaya Jal'odari I 14 |

Shiva-diati Karali cha Ananta Param'e$hwari
Katyayani cha Savitri Pratyaksha Brahma-vadini I 15|
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The 108 names of Shri Durga
Phala-shruti —‘Listening to the Rewards’
Ya idam prapathen-nityam Durga-nama-shat’ashtakam
Nasadhyam vidyate Devi trishu-lokeshu Parvati | 16 |

One reciting this 108 names of Shri Durga daily,
Becomes the foremost in the Three Worlds, O Devi Parvati

Dhanam dhanyam sutam jayam hayam hastinam-eva cha
Chatur-vargam tatha chante

labhen-muktam cha shashvatim |17
Wealth, health, children, a faithful wife, horses and elephants he obtains
And the four aims of life, and at the end of Earthly Existence achieves Liberation

Kumari pujayitva tu dhyatva Devi sureshvarim

Pujayet paraya bhaktya pathai-nama-shat’ashtakam 118
Worshipping first the Virgin Goddess, then meditating on the Ruler of the Gods
After worshipping with devotion, read this hundred and eight names

Tasya siddhir-bhaved Devi sarveh sura-varair-api

Rajano dasatam yanti rajya-shriyam-avapruyat 119
He gets the power of that Goddess who is everything, the Best of the Devas.
Kings become his servants, and he obtains majesty and prosperity

Gorochana-laktaka-kumkumena sindhiira
karpura madhu-trayena
Vilikhya yantram vidhina vidhigiiyo bhavet
sada dharayate purarih 120
With yellow paste, red lac, red powder, red lead, camphor and the three sweets
Anointing the design knowing rules and methods he becomes always like Shri Shiva

Bhaumavasya niShamagre chandre shata-bhisharh gate
Vilikhya prapathet Stotrarm sa bhavet sampadarm padam |21
Reciting first on the day of the New Moon in the sign of ‘100 Healers’ (Aquarius)
After anointing, reciting this praise aloud he completes the procedure
Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devyai namo namah
Who is incarnated in person as Our Holy Mother Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi
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1he Kavach of the Devi

Shri Chandi Kavacham
‘The ‘Armour’ of the Goddess who is all fired-up to protect Her children’

Om Shri Ganeshaya namah

Asya Shri-Chandi-kavachasya

Brahma rishih
Anushtup chhandah
Chamunda devata

Anga-nyas'okta-mataro-bijam

Digbandha-devatas-tattvam

Shri-Jagadamba-prity’arthe,
Sapta-Shati path’angatvena

jape viniyogah

Om namash-Chandikayai

Markandeya uvacha

1 Om yad-guhyam paramam loke, sarva-raksha-karam nrinam

Salutations to Shri Ganesha

Of this Shri Chandi-Kavach

The Presiding Sage is Brahma

The Metre is Anushtubh

The Presiding Deity is Chamunda
The Seed is Anga-nyas’okta matar —
‘Putting attention to parts of the body
while reciting’.

The Principle is Digbandha-devata —
‘Facing in the direction of the Deity’.
To please Shri Jagadamba

as part of Sapta-shati —700 verses’
this recitation is undertaken

Amen. Obeisance to Shri Chandika.

Thus spoke Sage Markandeya:

Yan-na kasya-chid'akhyatam, tanme bruhi Pitamaha
Amen. O Brahmadeva, please tell me that which is very secret,

Has not been told to anyone else and which protects all beings in this world.

Brahm'ovacha - Brahmadeva said:
2 Asti Guhya-tamam vipra, sarva-bhut'opa-karakam
Devy’astu kavacham punyam, tat-Shrinushwa Mahamune

O Brahmin! That which is most secret, auspicious and benevolent to all beings

Is the Kavach of the Devi. Please listen to that, O Great Sage.
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The Kavach of the Devi

Prathamam Shaila-putri cha, dvitiyam Brahma-charini
Tritiyam Chandra-ghant'eti, Kuishmand'eti chaturthakam
Shri Durga is known by these nine names: First- Shaila-putri — ‘Daughter of
the Mountain’: Second- Brahma-chadrini — ‘Observing the state of celibacy’
Third- Chandra-ghanta -’Adorned with the moon as Her bell’
Fourth- Kushmanda -‘The One whose void contains the Universe’

Paiichamam Skanda-mat'eti, shashtham Katyayan'iti cha
Saptamam Kala-ratrish cha, Mahagaur'iti ch’ashtamam
Fifth- Skanda-mata —'The Mother of Karttikeya’,
Sixth- Katyayani —‘The Daughter of Sage Katyayana’
Seventh- Kalaratri —'The Dark night of dissolution’,
Eighth- Mahdagauri—‘Very bright - the Adi Kundalini’

Navamam Siddhi-datri cha, nava Durgah prakirtitah
Uktany'etani namani, Brahman'aiva Mah’atmana

Ninth- Siddhi-datri —'One who grants Moksha’

These nine names have been told by the Great Soul Brahmadeva Himself

Agnina dahya-man’astu, shatru-madhye gato rane

Vishame durgame ch'aiva, bhayartah sharanam gatah
Those who are engulfed by fire or surrounded by enemies on the battlefield,
Or being at an impassable place or frightened, if they surrender to Shri Durga,

Na tesham jayate Kifichid, asShubham rana-sankate

N’apadam tasya pashyami, Shoka-duhkha-bhayam na hi
They would never suffer any misery or misfortune, even at time of war.
They would face no calamity, grief, sorrow or fear.

Yaistu bhaktya smrita nunam, tesham vriddih prajayate

Ye tvam smaranti Deveshi, rakshase tanna sammshayah
Those who remember You with great devotion, indeed have prosperity.
Undoubtedly, O Supreme Goddess, You protect those who remember You.
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The Kavach of the Devi

9 Preta-samstha tu Chamunda, Varahi mahish’asana
Aindri gaja-samarudha, Vaishnavi Garud’asana
The Goddess Chamunda sits on a corpse, Varahi rides on a buffalo,
Aindri is mounted on an elephant and Vaishnavi on a condor (Garuda),

10 Mah'eshvari vrish’arudha, Kaumari shikhi-vahana
Lakshmi padm’asana Devi, padma-hasta Hari-priya
Maheshvari is riding on a bull, the vehicle of Kaumari is a peacock,
Lakshmi, the beloved of Shri Vishnu, is seated on a lotus with a lotus in Her hand.

11 Shveta-riipa-dhara Devi, I$hvari vrisha-vahana
Brahmi hamsa-samarudha, sarv’abharana-bhiushita

The Goddess Ishwari, of white complexion, is riding on a bull,
Brahmi who is bedecked with all ornaments is seated on a swan.

v.9-11. ‘Varahi rides a buffalo, Aindri is mounted on an elephant’ (lower left) etc.
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The Kavach of the Devi

12 Ity'eta Matarah sarvah, sarva-yoga sam-anvitah
Nana-bharana-Sshobha-dhya, nana-ratn'opa-shobhitah
All the Mother Goddesses are endowed with yoga
and are adorned with different ornaments and jewels.

13 Drishyante ratham-arudha, Devyah krodha-sama-kulah
Shannkham chakram gadam $haktim,

halam cha musal’ayudham
All the Goddesses are seen mounted in chariots and very angry.
They are wielding conch, discus, mace, plough, club, javelin,

14 Khetakam tomaram chaiva, parashum-pasham-eva cha
Kunt’ayudham trishiilam cha,
sharngam-ayudham-uttamam
Axe, noose, barbed dart, halter, whip, trident, spear, bow and arrows.
15 Daityanam deha-nashaya, bhakt’'anama-abhayaya cha
Dharayanty’ayudhan’ittham, Devanam cha hitaya vai

These Goddesses are wielding their weapons, to destroy the bodies of demons,
For the protection of devotees and for the benevolence of the Gods.

16 Namaste'stu Maharaudre, Mahaghora-parakrame
Mahabale Mahotsahe, Mahabhaya-vinashini

Salutations to You O Goddess, of very dreadful appearance, of frightening valour,
Of tremendous strength and energy, the destroyer of the worst of fears.

17 Trahi mam Devi dush-prekshye, Shatrunam bhaya-vardhini
Prachyam rakshatu mam-Aindri, Agneyyam-Agni devata
O Deuvi, it is difficult to have even a glance at You.
You increase the fears of Your enemies, please protect me.
May Goddess Aindri protect me from the east,
Agni devata —‘Goddess of fire’ from the south-east,
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18 Dakshine'vatu Varahi, Nairutyam Khadga-dharini
Pratichyam Varuni rakshed, Vayavyam Mriga-vahini
Varahi —‘the Shakti of Vishnu in His boar form’ from the south,
Khadga-dharini —‘wielding a sword’ from the south-west,
Varuni —‘the Shakti of Varuna the rain God’ from the west,
Mriga-vahini —riding a deer’ protect me from the north-west.

19 Udichyam patu Kaumari, Aishanyam Shiila-dharini
Urdhvam Brahmani me rakshed, adhas-tad-Vaishnavi tatha
May Goddess Kaumari —'Shakti of Karttikeya’ protect me from the north and
Goddess Shila-dharini —'who wields a trident’ from the north-east,
Brahmani — ‘the Shakti of Brahma’ from above and
Vaishnavi —'Shakti of Vishnu’ from below, protect me.

20 Evam dasha di$ho rakshyech, Chamunda Shava-vahana
Jaya me chagratah patu, Vijaya patu prishthatah
Goddess Chamunda, who sits on a corpse, protect me from the ten directions.
May Goddess Jaya protect me from the front and Vijaya from the rear,

21 Ajita vama-parshve tu, dakshine ch’aparajita
Shikham me Dyotini rakshed, Uma miirdhni vyava-sthita

Ajita from the left and Aparajita from the right.
May Goddess Dyotini protect the top-knot and Uma sit on and protect my head.

22 Mala-dhari lalate cha, bhrivau rakshed-Yashasvini
Trinetra cha bhrivor-madhye-Yama-ghanta cha nasike
May | be protected by Mala-dhari -‘wearing a garland’ on the forehead,
Yashasvini — on the eye-brows, Trinetra on the Hamsa,
Yama-ghanta on the inner part of the nose,

23 Shankhini chakshushor-madhye, $hrotrayor Dwara-vasini
Kapolau Kalika rakshet karna-miile tu Shankari

Shankhini on both the eyes, Dwara-vasini on the ears.
May Kalika protect my cheeks and Shankari the roots of the ears.
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24 Nasikayam Sugandha cha, uttar'oshthe cha Charchika

Adhare ch’amruta-kala, jihvayam cha Sarasvati
May | be protected, by Sugandha on the nose, Charchika - the upper lip,
Amruta-kala - the lower lip, Saraswati - the tongue,

25 Dantan-rakshatu Kaumari, kantha-deshe tu Chandika
Ghantikam Chitra-ghanta cha, Mahamaya cha taluke
Kaumari - the teeth, Chandika - the throat,
Chitra-ghanta - the sound-box, Mahamaya - the crown of the head,

26 Kamakshi chibukam rakshed, vacham me Sarva-mangala
Grivayam Bhadrakali cha, prishtha-vamshe Dhanur-dhari
Kamakshi - the chin, Sarvamangala - speech,
Bhadrakali - the neck, Dhanurdhari- the spine.

27 Nila-griva bahih-kanthe, nalikam Nalakubari
Skandhayoh khadgini rakshed, bahu me Vajra-dharini
May Nilagriva protect the outer part of my throat and Nalakubari the windpipe.
May Khadgini protect my shoulders and Vajra-dharini protect my arms.

28 Hastayor-Dandini rakshed, Ambika ch’angulishu cha
Nakhaii Chhuleshvari rakshet, kukshau rakshet Kuleshvari

May Devi Dandini protect both my hands, Ambika - the fingers,
Shuleshvari my nails and may Kuleshvari protect my belly.

29 Stanau rakshen Mahadevi, manah Shoka-vinashini
Hridaye Lalita Devi, udare Shiilla-dharini
May | be protected by Mahadevr - the breast, Shoka-vinashini - the mind,
Lalita Devr - the heart, Shula-dharini - the stomach,

30 Nabhau cha Kamini rakshed, guhyam Guhyeshvari tatha
Putana kamika medhram, gude Mahisha-vahini
Kamini - the nabhi, Guhyeswari- the hidden parts,
Putana kamika - the reproductive organs, Mahisha-vahini - the rectum.
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31 Katyam Bhagavati rakshej-januni Vindhya-vasini
Janghe Mahabala rakshet-sarvakama pradayini

May Goddess Bhagavati protect my waist, Vindhyvasini - the knees,
The wish fulfilling Mahabala protect my thighs.

32 Gulphayor-Narasimhi cha, pada-prishthe tu Taijasi
Pad’angulishu Shri rakshet-pad’adhas-Talavasini
May Narasimhi protect my ankles, may Taijasi protect my feet,
Shri Devi protect my toes, may Talavasini protect the soles of my feet,

33 Nakhan-damshtra-karali cha, keshan-chaiv'Ordhva-keshini
Roma-kupeshu Kauberi, tvacham Vagishvari tatha

May Damshtra-karali protect my nails, Urdhvakeshini - the hair,
Kauberi - the pores, Vagishwari - the skin.

34 Rakta-majja-vasa-marsany'asthi-medamsi Parvati
Antrani kala-ratrish-cha, pittam cha Mukuteshvari

May Goddess Parvati protect blood, marrow of the bones, fat and bone,
Goddess Kalaratri - the intestines, Mukuteshvari — bile and liver.

35 Padmavati padma-koshe, kaphe Chiida-manistatha
Jvala-mukhi nakha-jvalam, Abhedya sarva-sandhishu
May Padmavati protect the Chakras, Chudamani - phlegm,
Jwalamukhi - lustre of the nails and Abhedya - all the joints,

36 Shukram Brahmani me rakshet, $hayam Chhatre$hvari tatha

Ahamkaram mano buddhim, rakshen-me Dharma-dharini
Brahmani - semen, Chhatreshvari - the shadow of my body,
Dharmadharini - ego, superego and intellect,

37 Prana-panau tatha vyanam, udanam cha samana-kam

Vajra-hasta cha me rakshet, pranam Kalyana-Shobhana
Vajra-hasta- ‘the five vital breaths - prana, apana, vyana, udana, samana,
Kalyana-shobhana - Prana (the life force).
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38 Rase rupe cha gandhe cha, Shabde sparshe cha Yogini

Sattvam rajas-tamas-chaiva, rakshen-Narayani sada
May Yogini protect the senses of tasting, seeing, smelling, hearing and touching,
May Narayani protect Sattwa, Rajas and Tamo Gunas.

39 Ayia rakshatu Varahi, dharmam rakshatu Vaishnavi
Yashah Kirtim cha Lakshmin-cha,

dhanam vidyam cha Chakrini
Varahi - life, Vaishnavi - dharma,
Lakshmi -success and fame, Chakrini - wealth and knowledge,

40 Gotram-Indrani me rakshet, pashun-me raksha Chandike

Putran-rakshen-Mahalakshmir, bharyam rakshatu Bhairavi
Indrani - relatives, Chandika - cattle (sustenance),
Mahdlakshmi - children and Bhairavi - spouse (wife).

41 Panthanam Supatha rakshen, margam Kshema-Kkari tatha
Raja-dvare Mahalakshmir, Vijaya sarvatah sthita
Supatha may protect my journey and Kshemakari my way.
Mahdlakshmi may protect me in the king's courts and Vijaya everywhere.

42 Raksha-hinam tu yat-sthanam, varjitam kavachena tu
Tat-sarvam raksha me Devi, Jayanti papa-nashini
O Goddess Jayanti, any place that has not been mentioned in the Kavach
and has thus remained unprotected, May that be protected by You,
the Destroyer of sins.

Phala-Shruti - ‘Listening to the fruits’

43 Padam'ekam na gacchet tu, yadicchet-Shubham'atmanah

Kavachen'avrito nityam, yatra-yatr'aiva gacchati
One should invariably cover oneself with this Kavach wherever one goes
And should not walk even a step without it, if one desires auspiciousness.
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44 Tatra tatrartha-labhash-cha, Vijayah sarva-kamikah
Yam yam chintayate kamam, tam tam prapnoti nishchitam

Param'aishvaryam-atulam, prapsyate bhiitale puman
Then one is successful everywhere, in all things: All one's desires
Are surely fulfilled, and that person enjoys great prosperity on the Earth.

45 Nirbhayo jayate martyah, sangrameshv’aparajitah
Trailokye tu bhavet-pujyah, kavachen'avritah puman

The person who covers himself with Kavach becomes fearless, is never defeated
In battle, And becomes worthy of being worshipped in the three worlds.

46 ldam tu Devyah kavacham, Devanam'api dur-labham
Yah pathet-prayato nityam, trisandhyam shraddhay'anvitah

This Devi Kavach is inaccessible even to the Gods.
One who reads with faith every day thrice, morning, noon and evening,

47 Daivi kala bhavet-tasya, trailokye-‘py’aparajitah
Jived-varsha-shatam sagram, apa-mrityu-vivarjitah
Receives the divine arts, is undefeated in the three worlds,
Lives for a hundred years and is free from accidental death.

48 Nashyanti vyadhayah sarve, luta-visphotak’adayah
Stha-varam janga-mam chaiva, Kritrimam ch’api yad-visham
All diseases, like boils, scars etc. are destroyed. Movable (scorpions and snakes)
And immovable (other) poisons cannot affect him.

49 Abhi-charani sarvani, mantra-yantrani bhuatale
Bhui-charah khe-charash-ch'aiva jalajash ch'opadeshikah
All those who cast magical spells by mantras or yantras, on others for evil purposes,
All bhoots, goblins, malevolent beings, moving on the Earth or in the sky,

50 Sahaja kulaja mala, dakini shakini tatha
Antariksha-chara ghora dakinyash-cha Maha-balah

All those who mesmerise others, All female goblins
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51 Graha-bhuta-pishachash-cha, yaksha-gandharva-rakshasah
Brahma-rakshasa-vetalah, kushmanda bhairav’adayah
All Yakshas and Gandharvas, all demonic forces,

52 Nashyanti darshanat-tasya, kavache hridi samsthite

Manonnatir-bhaved ragiyas tejo-vriddhi-karam param
Are destroyed just by the sight of the person having Kavach in his heart.
That person receives more and more respect and prowess.

53 Yashas avardhate so-'pi, kirti-mandita-bhutale
Japet-sapta-shatim Chandim, Kritva tu kavacham pura
On the Earth he rises in prosperity and fame
By reading the Kavach and Sapta-shati (seven hundred verses)

54 Yavad-bhi-mandalam dhatte sashaila-vana-kananam
Tavat-tishthati medinyam, santatih putra-pautriki
As long as the Earth is rich with mountains and forests, His progeny would thrive

55 Dehante paramam sthanam, yat surair api durlabham
Prapnoti purusho nityam, Mahamaya-prasadatah
Labhate paramam riipam, Shivena saha modate

By the grace of Mahamaya, he would attain the highest state,

Which is extremely difficult even for the Gods,
And is eternally blissful in the company of Lord Shiva.

Iti Devi Kavacham sampurnam
Thus the Devi Kavach is completed.

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devyai namo namah

From the Varaha Purdna.

The Devi Kavach is sung on both the third and fourth nights of Navaratri.

48



Argala Stotram

‘Door-latch praise’

Jaya Tvam Devi Chamunde jaya bhu-tapa-harini,

Jaya Sarva-gate Devi Kalaratri namo-‘stu Te 1l
Victory to You, O Goddess Chamunda, Victory to the Remover of
Worldly afflictions; Victory to You O Devi, who is present everywhere;
Salutations to You, the Dark Night of Dissolution.

Jayanti mangala Kali Bhadrakali Kapalini,

Durga Shiva Kshama Dhatri Svaha Svadha namo-‘stu Te [l 2 |
O Ever-Victorious and Ever-Fortunate Ruler of Time and Destruction, the
Auspicious Dark Goddess wearing a garland of skulls; Salutations to Shri
Durga, benevolent, forgiving and supportive; the Embodiment of the
auspicious mantras Swaha and Swadha, salutations to You!

Madhu Kaitabha vidhvamsi vidhatri varade namabh,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi I3
Salutations to the Destroyer of Madhu and Kaitabha, who dispenses fate
and grants boons; O Devi, please grant us a virtuous character, give us
victory over negativity, make us worthy of respect and destroy all enmity.

Mahishasura-nirnashi bhaktanam sukha-de namabh,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi I 41
Salutations to Devi Durga who annihilated the Demon Mahishasura,
Giving Great Joy to Your Devotees. O Devi, please grant ..........

Dhumra-netra vadhe Devi dharma kam'’artha-dayini,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 15l
O Goddess, Slayer of the Demon Dhumralochana; who bestows
Righteousness, affection and purpose on Your devotees. Grant us ....
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Raktabija-vadhe Devi Chanda-Munda-vinashini,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 6l
O Goddess who slew the Demon Raktabija and destroyed Chanda

and Munda, Please grant us good character, victory and honour
and remove enmity.

Ni$humbha Shumbha nirnashi trailokya-$hubha-de namabh,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 17
Salutations to the Annihilator of Nishumbha and Shumbha;
To the Bestower of Happiness in the Three Worlds.
Please grant us good character, victory and honour and remove enmity.

Vandita-anghri-yuge Devi sarva saubhagya dayini,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 18Il
O Devi whose Feet are to be worshipped, and who bestows all welfare
And good fortune. O Devi, please grant us ......

Achintya rupa charite sarva shatru vinashini,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 9l
Salutations to You, whose Form cannot be conceived
And who destroys all enemies. O Devi, please grant us ......

Natebhyah sarvada bhaktya ch’aparne durit’apahe,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 10 |l
Granting everything to those who bow to You with devotion, O Parvati
of great penances, You completely remove sins. O Devi, please grant us ....

Stuvadbhyo bhakti purvam Tvam Chandike vyadhi-nashini,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 11 |l
O Chandika, to those who Praise You with full devotion, You destroy
their sorrows; O Devi, please grant us .......
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Chandike satatam yudhe jayanti papa-nashini,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 112 |l
O Goddess who is blazing with anger, who is always Victorious in Battle,

and is the Destroyer of all Sins; O Devi, please grant us good character,
victory and honour and remove enmity.

Dehi saubhagyam-arogyam dehi Devi param sukham,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 113 |l
O Devi, please bestow Welfare, Good Health and the Highest Joy of
Supreme Knowledge; O Devi, please grant us .......

Vidhehi Devi Kalyanam vidhehi vipulam shriyam,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 14 |l
Be Gracious, Auspicious Goddess, be Honoured, O Glory of this Earth;
O Devi, Grant us good character, victory, honour and remove enmity.

Vidhehi dvishatam nasham vidhehi balam-uchchakeh,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 15 |l
Be Kind, Destroyer of Enemies; Be propitious, O Goddess
of Exalted Strength; O Devi, please grant us .....

Sur’asura Shiro ratna nighrishta charane-‘mbike,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 16 |l
O Mother, the Gods and Demons rub each other’s Crest Jewels bowing
at Your Feet; O Devi, please grant us .....

Vidya-vantarh yashas-vantam
Lakshmi-vantam cha mam Kkuru,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 1171l
O Devi, make us Full of Knowledge, Full of Glory and Full of Spirituality
and Prosperity. O Devi, please grant us .....
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Devi prachanda dordanda daitya-darpa-nishudini,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 18 Il
Salutations to Impetuous, Long-armed Devi, who nullifies the mighty
pride of the demons. O Devi, please grant us good character, victory,
honour and remove enmity.

Prachanda daitya-darpa-ghne Chandike pranataya me,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 119 |l
Prostrations to Devi Chandika, who destroys the fierce pride
Of the Ferocious Demons; O Devi, please grant us .....

Chatur-bhuje chatur-vaktra samstute Parameshvari,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 120 |l
Salutations to the Supreme Ruler of this Universe with four arms, who is
praised by the Four-faced Lord Brahma; O Devi, please grant us ....

Krishnena samstute Devi Shashvad bhaktya sad’ambike,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 21 |
Salutations to the Supreme Mother, Ever Praised by Lord Krishna with
eternal devotion. Please grant us .....

Himachala-suta-natha samstute Parameshvari,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 22 |l
Salutations to the Supreme Goddess, who is Praised by the Husband of
the Mountain’s Daughter, Lord Shiva; O Devi, please grant us .....

Indrani-pati sad-bhava pujite Parameshvari,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 123 |l
Salutations to the Supreme Goddess, who is worshipped with True
Devotion by Indrani’s Husband Indra. O Devi, please grant us .....

Devi bhakta jan’'oddama datt’anand’odaye-‘mbike,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 24 |
O Mother, You give rise to an Upsurge of Unbounded Joy
In the Hearts of Devotees. O Devi, please grant us .....
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Bharya manoramam dehi mano-vritt’anu-sarinim,
Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 125l

O Devi, Grant me an enchanting wife who matches
My mental disposition, O Devi, please grant us .....

Tarini durga-samsara sagarasy’achal’odbhave,

Rupam dehi, jayam dehi, yasho dehi, dvisho jahi 126 |l
O Mother Durga, You carry us across the Hard-to-traverse Ocean
Of Worldly Existence. O Devi, please grant us .....

Idam stotram pathitva tu mahastotra pathen-narah,

Sapta-Shatim sam-aradhya varam-apnoti durlabham I 27 |
Having read this Argala Stotram, the Great Praise (Saptashati) is to be
recited; One performing the Saptashati receives the most hard-to-attain
boons.

Here ends the
Argala Stotram.

Shri Mahagauri
—‘very fair and shining’,
the aspect of Shri
Durga worshipped on
the eighth night.




Kilaka Stotram

‘Bolt—pin Praise’

Om Shri Ganeshaya namah
Om, Salutations to the Lord of Ganas and Remover of Obstacles

Omh asya Shri Kilaka mantrasya Of these mantras of Kilaka Stotram
Shiva rishih, Lord Shiva is the Composing Seer
Anushtup Chandah, The Metre is Anushtubh

Shri Mahasaraswati devata, Shri Mahasaraswati is the Presiding Deity
Shri Jagadamba prity’artham 7o please Shri Jagadamba
Sapta-Shati-path’angatvena With this limb of the Saptashati

Jape viniyogah This recitation is undertaken

Orh namash Chandikayai Om, Salutations to Goddess Chandika

Markandeya uvacha:- Sage Markandeya said:-

Vishuddha-giiyana-dehaya tri-vedi divya-chakshushe

Shreyah-prapti-nimittaya namah som’ardha-dharine. 1111
Salutations to the Wearer of the Crescent Moon, Shri Shiva, whose body is
Pure Knowledge, possessing the Three Vedas, of Heavenly Eyes, the Cause
of the Acquisition of Auspiciousness.

Sarvam-etad vijani-yan mantranam api Kilakam

So-‘pi kshemam-avapnoti satatam japya tatparah (WA
All who wish to understand about this Kilaka-‘key’ of the 700 mantras
Will obtain Well-being by devoting themselves to constantly reciting this.

Siddhy’anty’uch-chatan’adini karmani sakalany’api
Etena stuvatam devim stotra matrena bhaktitah 131

Reciting this removes obstacles such as quitting before completion
Only if he devotes himself to worshipping the Goddess with this praise.
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Na mantro n’aushadham tasya na Kinchid api vidyate

Vina japyena siddhyet-tu sarvam uch-chatan’adikam Il 4|
There exists no mantra, no medicine, indeed nothing
Except this recitation which will succeed in removing all failure etc.

Sam-agrany’api setsyanti loka-shankam-imam harah

Kritva nimantra yama-sa sarvam-edam-idam shubham (51
They will indeed accomplish everything. Lord Shiva, the Remover,
when creating worldly anxiety, gave this invocation whose recitation
grants all happiness in this world and the next.

Stotram vai Chandika yastu tach-cha guhyam chakara sah

Samapnoti sa punyena tam yathavan-nimantranam 16l
Goddess Chandika made this praise secret; He obtains merit by
repeating it whoever invokes properly.

So-‘pi kshemam avapnoti sarvam eva na samshaya

Krishnayam va chatur-dashyam ashtamyam va samahitah Il 7 |l
He gets all comforts, of this there is no doubt; observing the necessary
rules for chanting on the fourteenth or eighth day of the New Moon.

Dadati prati gruhnati n’anyath’aisha prasidati

Ittham rupena kilena Mahadevena Kilitam I 8 Il
Unless he does that the Goddess will not be pleased with him.
This has been fixed like a driving nail by the Great Lord Shiva.

Yo nishkilam vidhayainam Chandin japati nityashah

Sa siddhah sa ganah so-‘pi gandharvo jayate dhruvam 19
Whoever recites constantly without this as a worshipper of Goddess Chandi
He becomes realised, an attendant of the Goddess or a divine musician.

Na chaiv’apatavam tasya bhayam kvapi ha jayate
Napa-mrutyu vasham yati mrute cha moksham apnuyat 1110 Il

He will have no fear anywhere in the world, he will never be
subject to untimely death and after death he will attain salvation
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Gityatwa prarabhya kurvita hy’akurvano vinashyati

Tato giiyatw’aiva sampurnam-idam prarabhyate budha 111 |
This should be undertaken if well known, for omissions will render it
ineffective. So the wise undertake to complete this with full understanding.

Saubhagy’adi cha yat kifichid drishyate lalana-jane

Tat sarvam tat prasadena tena japyam-idam Shubham 1112 |
Even people chanting a little playfully will get benefits like good fortune,
So pleasing the Goddess by reciting the whole gives great well-being.

Shanais-tu japya-mane-‘smin stotre sampatti ruchchakaih

Bhavaty’eva samagr’api tatah prarabhyam-eva tat 113 |
Chanting this praise quietly confers brilliance
All his desires are fulfilled by undertaking this.

Aishwaryam tat prasadena saubhagy’arogyam-eva cha

Shatru-hanih paro moksha stiiyate sa na kim janaih 114 I
By pleasing the Goddess one obtains Power, Fortune, Health, Destruction
of one’s enemies, and Final Liberation. Why are people not praising Her?

Chandikam hridayen’api yah smaret satatarh narah

Hridyam kamam-avapnoti hridi devi sada vaset 15 Il
Those persons who constantly remember Shri Chandika in their heart
Obtain their heart’s desire and the Goddess resides always in their heart.

Agrato-‘murh mahadeva-Kkritarm Kilaka-varanam

Nishkilaincha tatha kritva pathitav'yam samahitaih 16
When Shri Shiva first created this invincible Key-praise
Whoever performed that recitation gets well-connected in meditation.

Iti shri bhagavatyah Kkilaka stotrarn samaptam.
Here ends the Nail-praise of the Goddess of all Good Fortune.

The Kilaka and Argala Stotra form part of the Sapta-shaty’anga
—‘Limbs of the Devi Mahatmyam’ recited before the main story.
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Vedoktam Ratri-suktam

Praise of the Goddess of the Night recited in the Vedas

Om Ratri-suktasya Kushikah-rishih,
Om, Of this Ratri-suktam Kushika is the Composing Seer,

Gayatri-chhandah*, Ratri devata,
The Metre is Gayatri, the Presiding Deity is the Goddess of the Night,

Devi-mahatmya-pathe viniyogah.
This is recited as a part of the Glory of the Goddess.

Om

Ratri vy-akhyad-ayati, purutra devy-akshabhih,

Vishva adhi Shriyo-‘dhita. I
The Goddess of the Night arrives illuminating the many directions
with Her Eyes over the World, bringing happiness.

Or-vapra amarty-a, nivato devy-udvatah

Jyotisha badhate tamabh. 121
The eternal rising and falling are controlled by the Goddess
With Her Light She banishes darkness.

Niru swasaramas-Kkrit, oshasam devy-ayati

Apedu hasate tamabh. 131l
Dispelling with Her glory, the Goddess arrives as the Dawn,
The Darkness departs joyfully.

* Note on Pronunciation: The poem is in Gayatri Metre, three blocks of eight
syllables. Vedic pronunciation differs from classical Sanskrit in that Y is a
syllable so, in the first verse, vy-akhyad is viyakhyad and devy-aksha is
deviyaksha, creating eight syllables.
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Vedoktam Ratri-suktam

Sa no adya yasya vayam, ni te yam-anna-vikshmahi,
Vrikshe na basatim vayah. 4|
She furnishes each day, that sustenance we require,
Providing for us like a wish-fulfilling tree.

Ni gramaso avikshata, ni padvanto ni pakshinah,

Ni Shyenasash-cid-arthinah. 151
For those living in villages, for travellers, for birds,
For eagles, they obtain what they have in mind.

Yavaya vriky-am vrikam, yavaya stenam-urmy-e,

Atha nah sutara bhava. 16l
Protecting from wolves and predators, protecting from night-robbers,
We are truly well-protected.

Upa ma pepishattamah, krishnam vy-aktam-asthita,
Usha rineva yataya. 171
As if drinking up the perceptible but impermanent blackness,

O Dawn, remove it dutifully.

Upa te ga ivakaram, vrinishva duhitar-divah,

Ratri stomam na jigyushe. I 81
As is Your wont, please grant our boon, O Daughter of Heaven
Accept our praise to You, O Victorious Goddess of the Night.

Here ends the Vaidika Ratri-suktam.

The Tantrika Ratri-suiktam, also known as the Brahma-stuti,
appears in Chapter 1 of the Devi Mahatmyam on page 60.
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1he Devi Mahatmyam

‘The Glory of the Goddess’

The Devi Mahatmyam from the Markandeya Purana, also known as the
Durga Sapta-shati —'seven hundred verses’, is the foremost praise in the
worship of the Goddess, along with the Shrimad Devi Bhagavatam and
the Shri Lalita Sahasranama. It is recited especially during *Navaratri.

The first chapter is dedicated to Shri Mahakali, the next three to Shri
Mahalakshmt and six chapters to Shri Mahasaraswati, finishing with the
‘Hymn to Narayant’ (Ch.11) and the concluding chapters. This signifies the
progression from Tamas to Rajas to Sattva and final liberation.

The Devi Mahatmyam is read every day during Navaratri or may be read

in parts, viz:- Hymn page no.
Dayl. Ch1 Slaying of Madhu and Kaitabha (Brahma Stuti- p.65) 60
Day2. Ch2-4 Slaying of Mahishasura (Shukradya Stuti- p.79) 69,74,80
Day3. Ch5,6 Slaying of Dhiimra-lochana (Devi Suktam- p.90) 89,95
Day4. Ch?7 Slaying of Chanda and Munda 98
Day5. Ch8 Destruction of Rakta-bija 100
Day6. Ch9, 10 Slaying of Shumbha and Nishumbha 106,109
Day7. Ch11 Hymn to Shri Narayani (Sarva Mangala- p.113) 112
Day8. Ch 12 Phalashruti — ‘the Rewards of Recitation’ 120
Day9. Ch 13 Granting Boons to the King and the Merchant. 123
Notes on the Devi Mahatmyam 126

* Sharada —‘autumn’ Navaratri is the most important of the four Navaratris

and starts on the first day of the month Ashvin, the New Moon with the
Sun in Virgo in Vedic astrology, (Sept 18 - Oct 17) The other three
Navaratris are Vasantha -‘Spring’ (Chaitra—March/April), Ashada -
(June/July), and Magha (Dec/Jan). These times when the seasons change
are dangerous and one needs extra protection.
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1he Devi Mahatmyam

CHAPTER 1
The Slaying of Madhu and Kaitabha

Meditation on Shri Mahakali

Om khadgam chakra gadeshu
ch’apa-parighan Shulam
bhushundim shirah
shankharh sarhdadhatim
karais tri-nayanar sarv’anga
bhush’avritam |

Nilashma-dyutim’asya pada
dashakam s’eve Mahakalikam

Yamast'aut-svapite harau kamala-jo
hanturn Madhum Kaitabham ||

| take refuge at the Feet of the §
Three-eyed Shri Mahakali, who holds
in Her Ten Hands the Sword, Discus, Mace, Arrows, Bow, Club, Spear,
Missile, Human Head and Conch; whose Limbs are rich with ornaments, is
Luminous like a Blue-black Jewel; and whom the Lotus-born Shri Brahma
extolled in order to rouse Shri Vishnu from His Mystic Sleep and destroy
the demons Madhu and Kaitabha.

1. Markandeya said to his disciple Bhaguri: ‘Savarni, the son of Surya, is
called the eighth Manu. Listen, while | describe in detail about his birth,
how Savarni, the illustrious son of Surya, became the Lord of the Eighth
Manvantara by the grace of Mahamaya.
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Devi Mahatmyam - Chapter 1

. In previous times there was a King named Suratha, born of the Chaitra

dynasty, ruling over the whole world in the period of Svarochisha. He
protected his subjects duly like his own children. At that time the Kola
kings, who were the destroyers of the Chaitras, became his enemies.

. He, the wielder of powerful weapons, fought a battle with the Kola

destroyers, but was defeated by them though they were a small force.
Then he returned to his own city, and ruled over his own country. Then
that illustrious King was attacked by those powerful enemies.

. Even in his own city, the King, now bereft of strength, was robbed of his

treasury and army by his own powerful, vicious and evil-disposed
ministers.

Thereafter, deprived of this sovereignty, the King left alone on horse-
back for a dense forest, under the pretext of hunting.

He saw there the hermitage of Medhas- the supreme among the twice-
born - inhabited by wild animals which were peaceful, and graced by the
disciples of the Sage. Entertained by the Sage, Suratha spent some time
moving about in the hermitage of the great Sage.

Then, overcome with attachment, he fell into the thought, 'l do not
know whether the capital which was well guarded by my ancestors and
recently deserted by me is being guarded righteously or not by my
servants of evil conduct. | do not know what enjoyments my chief
elephant, heroic and always elated, and now fallen into the hands of my
foes, will get. Those who were my constant followers and received
favour, riches and food from me, now certainly pay homage to other
kings. The treasure which | gathered with great care will be squandered
by those constant spendthrifts, who are addicted to improper
expenditures.'
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Devi Mahatmyam - Chapter 1

The King was continually thinking of these and other things. Near the
hermitage of the Sage he saw a merchant, and asked him: '"Ho! Who are
you? What is the reason for your coming here? Wherefore do you
appear afflicted with grief and depressed in mind?' Hearing this speech
of the King, uttered in a friendly spirit, the merchant bowed respectfully
and replied to the King.

The Merchant said: 'l am a merchant named Samadhi, born in a wealthy
family. | have been cast out by my sons and wife, who became wicked
through their greed for wealth. My wife and sons have misappropriated
my riches, and left me penniless. Cast out by my trusted kinsmen, | have
come to the forest grief-stricken. Dwelling here, | do not know anything
as regards good or bad of my sons, kinsmen and wife. At present is
welfare or ill-luck theirs at home? How are they? Are my sons living
good or evil lives?'

The King said: 'Why is your mind affectionately attached to those
covetous folk, your sons, wife and others, who have deprived you of
your wealth?"'

The Merchant said: 'This very thought has occurred to me, just as You
have uttered it. What can | do? My mind does not become harsh; it
bears deep affection to those very persons who have driven me out in
their greed for wealth, abandoning love for a father and attachment to
one's master and kinsmen. | do not comprehend although, | know it. O
noble hearted King, how it is that the mind is prone to love even
towards worthless kinsmen. On account of them | heave heavy sighs and
feel dejected. What can | do since my mind does not become hard
towards those unloving ones?’

Markandeya said: ‘Then O Brahmana, the merchant Samadhi and the
noble King together approached the Sage Medhas; and after observing
the proper etiquette as was worthy of him, they sat down and
conversed with him on various topics.
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The King said: 'Sir, | wish to ask You one thing. Be pleased to reply to it.
Without the control of my intellect, my mind is afflicted with sorrow.
Though | have lost the kingdom, like an ignorant man - though | know it -
| have an attachment to all the paraphernalia of my kingdom. How is
this, O Best of Sages? And this merchant has been disowned by this
children, wife and servants, and forsaken by his own people; still he is
inordinately affectionate towards them. Thus both he and I, drawn by
attachment towards objects whose defects we know, are exceedingly
unhappy. How does this happen, then, sir, that though we are aware of
it, this delusion comes? This delusion besets me as well as him, blinded
as we are in respect of discrimination.'

The Rishi said: ‘Sir, every being has the knowledge of objects perceivable
by the senses. And object of sense reaches it in various ways. Some
beings are blind by day, and others are blind by night; some beings have
equal sight both by day and night. Human beings are certainly endowed
with knowledge, but they are not the only beings to be so endowed, for
cattle, birds, animals and other creatures also cognize objects of the
senses.

The knowledge that men have, birds and beasts too have; and what
they have men also possess; and the rest like eating and sleeping is
common to both of them. Look at these birds, which though they
possess knowledge, and are themselves distressed by hunger are vyet,
because of the delusion, engaged in dropping grains into the beaks of
their young ones. Human beings are, O tiger among men, attached to
their children because of greed for return help. Do you not see this?
Even so men are hurled into the whirlpool of attachment, the pit of
delusion, through the power of Mahamaya the Great lllusion, who
makes the existence of the world possible. Marvel not at this. This
Mahamaya is the Yoga-nidra of Vishnu, the Lord of the World. It is by
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Her the World is deluded. Verily She, the Bhagavati, the Mahamaya
forcibly drawing the minds of even the wise, throws them into delusion.
She creates this entire Universe, both moving and unmoving. It is She
who, when propitious, becomes a boon-giver to human beings for their
final liberation. She is the Supreme Knowledge, the Cause of Final
Liberation, and Eternal; She is the Cause of the Bondage of
Transmigration and the Sovereign over All Lords.

The King said: 'Venerable sir, who is that Devi whom You call
Mahamaya? How did She come into being, and what is Her sphere of
action, O Brahmin? What constitutes Her nature? What is Her form?
Wherefrom did She originate? All that | wish to hear from You, supreme
amongst the Knowers of Brahman.'

The Rishi said: ‘She is Eternal, Embodied as the Universe. By Her all this
is pervaded. Nevertheless She incarnates in manifold ways; hear it from
me.

When She manifests Herself in order to accomplish the purposes of the
Devas, She is said to be born in the world, though She is Eternal. At the
end of a Kalpa when the Universe was one ocean with the waters of the
deluge and the adorable Lord Vishnu stretched out on Shesha and took
Mystic Slumber, two terrible Asuras, the well-known Madhu and
Kaitabha, sprung into being from the wax of Vishnu's ears and sought to
slay Brahma, the Father of Beings, who was sitting in the Lotus that
came out from Vishnu's Navel. Seeing these two fierce Asuras and
Janardana asleep, and with a view to awakening Hari, Brahma with
concentrated mind extolled Shri Yoga-nidra, dwelling in Hari's eyes. The
resplendent Lord Brahma extolled the incomparable Goddess Yoga-
nidra, the Queen of the Cosmos, the Supporter of the Worlds, the Cause
of the Sustentation and Dissolution alike of the Universe.
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Tbe B Tab md S t I/lt i - ‘Praise by Shri Brahma’

Also known as the Tantrika Ratri Siktam
— ‘Praise of the Goddess of the Night’

Om Vishv’eshvarim Jagad-Dhatrim Sthiti-Samhara-Karinim |

Nidram Bhagavatim Vishnor-atulam Tejasah Prabhuh [l 1]
Om, She is the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, the Cause of the Creation,
Sustaining and Withdrawing of this Illlusory World; the Goddess of Sleep
Having the power over the Dream State of the most excellent Shri Vishnu.

Brahm’ovacha (Addressing that Goddess, Shri Brahma said ...)

Tvam svaha Tvam svadha Tvam hi vashat-karah svar’atmika,

Sudha Tvam akshare nitye tridha-matr’atmika sthita 12
You are Svaha and Svadha; the Controller and the Embodiment of Sound,
You are the Nectar, O Eternal and Imperishable Essence of the Threefold AUM.

Ardha-matra sthita nitya y’an-uchcharya visheshatah,
Tvameva sandhya savitri Tvam Devi janani para 13
You are particularly the Eternal Half-syllable, which cannot be uttered.
You are the Times of Worship, Power of the Sun and the Divine Mother
Supreme.

Tvayai tad dharyate vishvarh tvayai tat srijyate jagat,
Tvayai tat palyate Devi Tvam atsy’ante cha sarvada 14|

By You This Universe is carried, by You This World is created,
By You it is protected, O Devi, and You always consume it at the end.

Visristau sristi-rupa Tvam sthiti-rupa cha palane,

Tatha samhriti-rupante jagato-'sya jagan-maye 151
O You, whose Form is the Universe, at the time of creation You are the Creative
Force, At the time of sustentation You are the Protective Power, and at the time
of the Dissolution of the World, You are the Destructive Power.
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Maha-vidya maha-maya maha-medha maha-smritih,
Maha-moha cha bhavati maha-devi mah’asuri |6 |
You are the Supreme Knowledge and Great Illusion,

the Highest Intelligence and Contemplation, the Great Delusion,
the Supreme Goddess and the Great Demoness.

Prakritis-tvam cha sarvasya guna-traya vibhavini,
Kala-ratrir maha-ratrir moha-ratrish cha daruna |7
You are the Primordial Cause of Everything, bringing into force the Three

Qualities. You are the Dark Night of Periodic Dissolution, You are the Great
Night of Final Dissolution, and the Terrible Night of Delusion.

Tvam Shris-tvam Isvari Tvam Hris
tvam buddhir bodha-lakshana,
Lajja pushtis-tatha tushtis-tvam shantih kshantir eva cha || 8 |
You are the Goddess of Good Fortune, the Supreme Ruler, Modesty,

Intelligence characterized by Knowledge, Bashfulness, Nourishment,
Contentment, Tranquillity and Patience.

Khadgini Shulini ghora gadini chakrini tatha,

Shankhini chapini bana-bhushundi parigh’ayudha 19]
Armed with Sword, Spear, Club, Discus, Conch, Bow, Arrows, Sling
And Iron Mace, You are of Very Terrifying Appearance.

Saumya saumyatar’ashesha saumyebhyas tv’ati-sundari

Par’aparanam parama Tvameva parameshvari | 10 |
At the same time You are Pleasing, More Pleasing than all pleasing things and
Exceedingly Beautiful. You are the Supreme Ruler, beyond All Duality.

Yachcha kinchit kvachid-vastu sad-asadv’akhil’atmike,

Tasya sarvasya ya Shaktih sa Tvam kim stuyase tada |11
Wherever a thing exists, real or unreal, whatever power that possesses is You.
O You who are the Soul of Everything, how can | extol You more?
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Yaya tvaya jagat-srashta jagat patyatti yo jagat,
So-'pi nidra vasham nitah kastvam stotum-iheshvarah | 12|

By You, even He who creates, sustains and devours this world, is put to sleep.
Who is here capable of extolling You?

Vishnuh $harira grahanam aham Ishana eva cha,
Karitaste yato-'tastvam kah stotum shaktiman bhavet | 13 |

Who is capable of praising You, who have made all of us - Vishnu,
Myself and Shiva - take our embodied forms?

Sa Tvam-ittham prabhavaih svair udarair Devi samstuta,

Mohayaitau duradharshav’asurau Madhu-Kaitabhau | 14|
O Devi, being lauded thus, bewitch these two unassailable Asuras
Madhu and Kaitabha with Your Superior Powers.

Prabodham cha jagat-svami niyatam achyuto laghu,

Bodhash-cha kriya tamasya hantum-etau mahasurau | 15|
Let the Imperishable Vishnu, Lord of the World, be quickly awakened
from sleep and rouse up His Nature to slay these two great Asuras.'

Here ends the Brahma-stuti.

88. The Rishi said: ‘There, the Devi of Delusion, extolled thus by Brahma3, the
Creator, in order to awaken Vishnu for the destruction of Madhu and
Kaitabha, drew herself out from His eyes, mouth, nostrils, arms, heart
and breast, and appeared in the sight of Brahma of Inscrutable Birth.
Janardana, Lord of the Universe, quitted by Her, rose up from His couch
on the Universal Ocean, and saw those two evil Asuras, Madhu and
Kaitabha, of exceeding heroism and power, eyes red with anger,
endeavouring to devour Brahma. Thereupon the All-pervading
Bhagavan Vishnu got up and fought with the Asuras for five thousand
years, using His Own Arms as Weapons. And they, frenzied with their
exceeding power, and deluded by Mahamaya, exclaimed to Vishnu, ' Ask
a boon from us.'
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96. Bhagavan Vishnu said: 'lf You are satisfied with Me, You must both be
slain by Me now. What need is there of any other boon here? My choice
is this much indeed.’

99. The Rishi said: ‘Those two Asuras, thus bewitched by Mahamaya, gazing
then at the entire world turned into water, told Bhagavan, the Lotus-
eyed One, 'Slay us at the spot where the Earth is not flooded with
water.'

102. The Rishi said: ‘Saying 'Be it so', Bhagavan Shri Vishnu, the Great Wielder
of Conch, Discus and Mace, took them on His Loins and there severed
their heads with His Discus. Thus Mahamaya Herself appeared when
praised by Brahma. Now listen as | again expound the Glory of this Devi.’

Here ends the First Chapter called 'The Slaying of Madhu and Kaitabha' of
Devi Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana, during the period of Savarni Manu.
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seated on a lotus emerging from His navel and Shri Lakshmi is rubbing His Feet.
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CHAPTER 2
The Slaughter of the Armies of Mahishasura

Meditation on Shri Mahalakshm1

Om Akshasrak-parashum gadeshu kulisharm padman
dhanuh kundikar dandarh shaktim-asir cha
charma-jalajam ghantarm sur’abhajanaml

Shillarh pasha sudarshane cha dadhir hastaih
prasann’ananam s’eve sairibha-mardinim iha
Mahalakshmim saroja-sthitam ||

| resort to Shri Mahalakshmi, the Cheerful-faced Destroyer of the Buffalo
Demon, who is seated on a Lotus, is of the complexion of Coral and who
holds in Her Eighteen Hands Rosary, Axe, Mace, Arrow, Thunderbolt,
Lotus, Bow, Pitcher, Rod, Spear, Sword, Shield, Conch, Bell, Wine-cup,
Trident, Noose and the Discus Sudarshana.

1. The Rishi said: ‘Of yore when *Mahishasura —‘The Buffalo Demon’ was
the Lord of Asuras-‘Demons’ and Indra the Lord of Devas-‘Gods’, there
was a war between the Devas and Asuras for a full hundred years.
Finally the army of the Devas was vanquished by the valorous Asuras.
After conquering all the Devas, Mahishasura became the Lord of
Heaven.

4. Then the vanquished Devas headed by Brahma, the Lord of Beings,
went to the place where Shiva and Vishnu were. The Devas described to
them in detail, as it had happened, the story of their defeat wrought by
Mahishasura.

* Mahisha means ‘a buffalo, great, powerful’ and Asura means ‘a demon,
one not shining’. See notes on page 126 for the story of Mahishasura.
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‘Mahishasura himself has assumed the jurisdictions of Surya, Indra,
Agni, Vayu, Chandra, Yama and Varuna and other Devas. Thrown out
from Heaven by that evil-natured Mahisha, the hosts of Devas wander
on the Earth like mortals. All that has been done by this enemy of the
Devas has been related to You both, and we have sought shelter under
You both. May both of You be pleased to think out the means of his
destruction.'

Having thus heard the words of the Devas, Vishnu was angry and also
Shiva, and their faces became fierce with frowns.

There issued forth a great light from the face of Vishnu who was full of
intense anger, and from that of Brahma and Shiva too. From the bodies
of Indra and other Devas also sprang forth a very great light. And all this
light united together.

The Devas saw there a concentration of light like a mountain blazing
excessively, pervading all the quarters with its flames. Then that unique
light, produced from the bodies of all the Devas, pervading the Three
Worlds with its lustre, combined into one and became a female form.

By that which was Shiva's light, Her face came into being; by Yama's
light Her hair, by Vishnu's light Her arms; and by Chandra's light Her
two breasts. By Indra's light Her waist, by Varuna's light Her shanks and
thighs and by Earth's light Her hips.

By Brahma's light Her feet came into being; by Surya's light Her toes, by
Vasu’s light Her fingers, by Kubera's light Her nose; by Prajapati's light
Her teeth came into being and similarly by Agni's light Her three eyes
were formed. The light of the two Sandhyas became Her eye-brows, the
light of Vayu Her ears; the manifestation of the lights of other Devas
too contributed to the being of the auspicious Devi.
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Then looking at Her, who had come into being from the assembled
lights of all the Devas, the Immortals who were oppressed by
Mahishasura experienced joy.

The Bearer of Pinaka, Shiva, drawing forth a Trident from His Own
Trident presented it to Her; and Vishnu bringing forth a Discus out of
His Own Discus gave Her. Varuna gave Her a Conch, Agni a Spear; and
Maruta gave a Bow as well as two Quivers full of Arrows.

Indra, Lord of Devas, bringing forth a Thunderbolt out of His Own
Thunderbolt and a Bell from that of His Elephant Airavata, gave Her.
Yama gave a Staff from His Own Staff of Death and Varuna, the Lord of
Waters, a Noose; and Brahma, the Lord of Beings, gave a String of
Beads and a Water-pot.

Surya bestowed His Own Rays on all the pores of Her Skin and Kala —
‘Time’ gave a spotless Sword and a Shield.

The Ocean of Milk gave a pure Necklace, a pair of un-decaying
Garments, a divine Crest-jewel, a pair of Ear-rings, Bracelets, a brilliant
half-moon Ornament, Armlets on all Arms, a pair of shining Anklets, a
unique Necklace and excellent Rings on all the Fingers. Vishvakarman
gave Her a very brilliant Axe, weapons of various forms and also an
impenetrable Armour. The Ocean gave Her a Garland of unfading
lotuses for Her Head and another for Her Breast, besides a very
beautiful Lotus in Her Hand. The Mountain Himavat gave Her a Lion to
ride on and various jewels.

The Lord of Wealth Kubera gave Her a Drinking Cup, ever full of Nectar.
Shesha, the Lord of all Serpents, who supports this Earth, gave Her a
Serpent-necklace bedecked with the best jewels. Honoured likewise by
other Devas with ornaments and weapons, She the Devi gave out a loud
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roar with a decrying laugh again and again. By Her unending,
exceedingly great, terrible roar the entire sky was filled, and there was
great reverberation. All the Worlds shook, and the Seas trembled.

The Earth quaked and all the mountains rocked. 'Victory to You'
exclaimed the Devas in joy to Her, the Lion-rider. The Sages, bowing
their bodies in devotion, extolled Her. Seeing the Three Worlds
agitated, the Foes of the Devas mobilized all their armies and rose up
together with uplifted weapons. Mahishasura, exclaiming in wrath, 'Ha!
What is this?' rushed towards that roar, surrounded by innumerable
Asuras. Then he saw the Devi pervading the Three Worlds with Her
Lustre, making the Earth bend with Her Footstep, scraping the Sky with
Her Diadem, shaking the Nether Worlds with the Twang of the
Bowstring, and standing there pervading all the quarters around with
Her Thousand Armes.

Then began a battle between that Devi and the enemies of the Devas,
in which the quarters of the sky were illumined by the weapons and
arms hurled on both sides. Mahishasura's general, a great Asura named
Chikshura, and Chamara, attended by forces comprising the four parts
(Infantry, Cavalry, Chariots, Elephants), and other Asuras fought. A great
Asura named Udagra with sixty thousand chariots, and Mahahanu with
ten million chariots gave battle.

Asiloman, another great Asura, with fifteen million chariots, and
Baskala with six million fought in that battle. Privarita with many
thousands of elephants and horses, and surrounded by ten million
chariots, fought in that battle. An Asura named Bidala fought in that
battle surrounded with five hundred crores of chariots. And other great
Asuras, thousands in number, surrounded with chariots, elephants and
horses fought with the Devi in that battle.
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49.

59.
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Mahishasura was surrounded in that battle with thousands of crores of
horses, elephants and chariots. Others Asuras fought in the battle
against the Devi with iron maces and javelins, with spears and clubs,
with swords, axes and halberds. Some hurled spears and others nooses.

They began to strike Her with swords in order to kill Her. Showering Her
own weapons and arms, that Devi Chandika very easily cut into pieces
all those weapons and arms. Without any strain on Her face, and with
the Gods and Sages extolling Her, the 1$hvari threw Her weapons and
arms at the bodies of the Asuras. And the Lion also which carried the
Devi, shaking its mane in rage, stalked among the hosts of the Asuras
like a conflagration amidst the forests. The sighs which Ambika,
engaged in the battle, heaved became at once Her battalions by
hundreds and thousands. Energized by the power of the Devi, these
battalions fought with axes, javelins, swords, halberds, and destroyed
the Asuras. Of these battalions, some beat drums, some blew conches
and others played on tabors in that great martial festival. Then the Devi
killed hundreds of Asuras with Her trident, club, showers of spears,
swords and the like, and threw down others who were stupefied by the
noise of Her bell; and binding others with Her noose, She dragged them
to the ground. Some were split into two by the sharp slashes of Her
sword, and others, smashed by the blows of Her mace, fell to the
ground; and some severely hammered by Her club vomited forth blood.

Pierced in the breast by Her trident, some fell on the ground. Pierced all
over by Her arrows and resembling porcupines, some of the enemies of
the Devas gave up their lives on that field of battle. Some had their
arms cut off, some, their necks broken the heads of others rolled down;
some others were torn asunder in the middle of their trunks, and some
great Asuras fell on the ground with their legs severed.
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63.

64.

66.
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Some rendered one-armed, one-eyed, and one-legged were again clove
in twain by the Devi. And others, though rendered headless, fell and
rose again.

Headless trunks fought with the Devi with their finest weapons in their
hands. Some of these headless trunks danced there in the battle to the
rhythm of the musical instruments.

The trunks of some other great Asuras, with their swords, spears and
lances still in their hands, shouted at the Devi with their just severed
heads, 'Stop, stop'. That part of the Earth where the battle was fought
became impassable with the Asuras, elephants, horses and chariots
that had been felled.

The profuse blood from the Asuras, elephants and horses flowed
immediately like large rivers amidst that army of the Asuras. As fire
consumes a huge heap of straw and wood, so did Ambika destroy that
vast army of Asuras in no time.

And Her carrier-lion, thundering aloud with quivering mane, prowled
about in the battlefield, appearing to search out the vital breath from
the bodies of the enemies of the Devas. In that battlefield the
battalions of the Devi fought in such a manner with the Asuras that the
Devas in Heaven, showering flowers, extolled them.

Here ends the Second Chapter called 'Slaughter of the Armies of

Mahishasura' of Devi Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana, during the

period of the Manu Savarni.
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CHAPTER 3
The Slaying of Mahishasura

The Rishi said:

1.

4.

10.

11.

14.

‘Then Chikshura, the great Asura general, seeing that army being slain
by the Devi, advanced in anger to fight with Ambika. That Asura rained
showers of arrows on the Devi in the battle, even as a cloud showers
rain on the summit of Mount Meru.

Then the Devi, easily cutting asunder the masses of his arrows, killed his
horses and their controller with Her arrows. Forthwith She split his bow
and lofty banner, and with Her arrows pierced the body of that Asura
whose bow had been cut. His bow shattered, his chariot broken, his
horses killed and his charioteer slain, the Asura armed with sword and
shield rushed at the Devi. Swiftly he smote the lion on the head with his
sharp-edged sword and struck the Devi on Her left arm.

O King, his sword broke into pieces as it touched Her arm. Thereon his
eyes turning red with anger, he grasped his pike. The great Asura flung
at Bhadrakali the pike, blazing with lustre, as if he was hurling the very
sun from the skies.

Seeing that pike coming upon Her, the Devi hurled Her pike that
shattered both his pike into a hundred fragments and the great Asura
himself.

Mahishasura's very valiant general having been killed, Chamara, the
afflictor of the Devas, mounted on an elephant, advanced. He also
hurled his spear at the Devi. Ambika quickly assailed it with a whoop,
made it lustreless and fall to the ground. Seeing his spear broken and
fallen, Chamara, full of rage, flung a pike, and She split that also with Her
arrows.

Then the lion, leaping up and seating itself at the centre of the
elephant's forehead, engaged itself in a hand to hand fight with that foe
of the Devas.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

21.

24,

25.
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Fighting, the two then came down to the Earth from the back of the
elephant, and fought very impetuously, dealing the most terrible blows
at each other.

Then the lion, springing up quickly to the sky, and descending, severed
Chamara's head with a blow from its paw.

And Udagra was killed in the battle by the Devi with stones, trees and
the like, and Karala also stricken down by Her teeth and fists and slaps.

Enraged, the Devi ground Uddhata to powder with the blows of Her
club, and killed Baskala with a dart and destroyed Tamra and Andhaka
with arrows.

The Three-eyed Supreme I1$hvari killed Ugrasya and Ugravirya and
Mahahanu also with Her trident. With Her sword She struck down
Bidala's head from his body, and dispatched both Durdhara and
Durmudha to the abode of Death with Her arrows.

As his army was thus being destroyed, Mahishasura terrified the troops
of the Devi with his own buffalo form. Some he laid low by a blow of his
muzzle, some by stamping with his hooves, some by the lashes of his
tail, and others by the thrusts of his horns. Some he laid low on the face
of the Earth by his impetuous speed, some by his bellowing and
wheeling movement, and others by the blast of his breath.

Having laid low Her army, Mahishasura rushed to slay the lion of the
Mahadeuvi. This enraged Ambika.

Mahishasura, great in valour, pounded the surface of the Earth with his
hooves in rage, tossed up the high mountains with his horns, and
bellowed terribly. Crushed by the velocity of his wheeling, the Earth
disintegrated, and lashed by his tail, the sea overflowed all around.
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28.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.
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Pierced by his swaying horns, the clouds went into fragments. Cast up by
the blast of his breath, mountains fell down from the sky in hundreds.

Seeing the great Asura swollen with rage and advancing towards Her,
Chandika displayed Her wrath in order to slay him. She flung Her noose
over him and bound the great Asura. Thus bound, he quitted his buffalo
form.

Then he became a lion suddenly. While Ambika cut off the head of his
lion form, he took the appearance of a man with sword in hand.

Immediately then the Devi with Her arrows chopped off the man
together with his sword and shield. Then he became a big elephant.

\\

The elephant tugged at Her great lion
with his trunk and roared loudly,
but as he was dragging, the
Devi cut off his trunk
with Her sword.

The great Asura then
resumed his buffalo
shape and shook the
Three Worlds with
their movable and
immovable objects.

Enraged there-at,
Chandika, the
Mother of the
World, quaffed a
divine drink again
and again, and
laughed, Her eyes
becoming red.
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36.

37.

39.

41.

42.
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And the Asura also roared, intoxicated with his strength and valour, and
hurled mountains against Chandika with his horns.

And She with showers of arrows pulverized those mountains hurled at
Her, and spoke to him in flurried words, the colour of Her face
accentuated with the intoxication of the divine drink.

The Devi said: 'Roar, roar, O fool, for a moment while | drink this wine.
When You will be slain by Me, the Devas will soon roar in this very
place.’

The Rishi said: ‘Having exclaimed thus, She jumped and landed herself
on that great Asura, pressed him on the neck with Her foot and struck
him with Her spear.

And thereupon, caught up under Her foot. Mahishasura half issued forth
in his real form from his own buffalo mouth, being completely overcome
by the valour of the Devi.

Fighting thus with his half-revealed form, the great Asura was slain by
the Devi who struck off his head with Her great sword.

43. Then, crying in consternation, the whole Asura army perished; and all
the hosts of Devas were in exultation.

44. With the Great Sages of Heaven, the Devas praised the Devi. The
leading Gandharvas —‘Celestial Musicians’ sang and troupes of Apsaras —
‘Heavenly Maidens’ danced.

Here ends the Third Chapter called 'The Slaying of Mahishasura' of Devi

Mahatmyam in the Markandeya Purana during the period of the Manu

Savarni.
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CHAPTER 4 - The Shakr’adya Stuti
‘Praise by Shri Indra and the other Gods’

The Rishi said:

Shakr’adayah sura-gana nihate-'tivirye*

Tasmin dur-atmani surari-bale cha devya,

Tar tushtuvuh pranati namra Shiro dharamsa

Vagbhih praharsha pulak’od-gama charu dehah |l (2)

When that most valiant but evil-natured Mahishasura and his army
were destroyed by the Devi, Indra and the hosts of Devas, their
heads reverently bent, their bodies rendered beautiful and their hair
bristling with great joy, uttered these words of praise:-

Devya yaya tatam-idam jagad-atma shaktya

Nihshesa deva-gana shakti samuha-murtya,
Tam-ambikam akhila deva maharshi pujyar

Bhaktya natah sma vidadhatu shubhani sa nah |l (3)

To that Mother Goddess who pervades this world with Her power;
who is worshipped by all Gods and sages whose powers are Her
forms, we bow in devotion. May She grant us auspiciousness and
happiness!

Yasyah prabhavam-atulam bhagavan-ananto

Brahma harash-cha nahi vaktu malam balam cha,

Sa chandik’akhila jagat paripalanaya

Nashaya chashubha bhayasya matim karotu |l (4)

May Chandika, whose incomparable greatness and power Bhagavan
Vishnu, Brahma and Shiva are unable to describe, bestow Her mind
on protecting the whole world and destroying the fear of evil.

* See Notes on p.126 for details on the metre and rhythm of this poem.
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Ya shrih svayam sukritinam bhavaneshv’alakshmih
Pap’atmanam Kritadhiyam hridayeshu buddhih,
Sraddha satam kulajana prabhavasya lajja
Tar tvam natah sma paripalaya Devi vishvam |l (5)
O Devi, we bow before You, who are good fortune in the dwellings of
the virtuous, and ill-fortune for the vicious, intelligence in the hearts

of the learned, faith in the hearts of the good, and modesty in the
hearts of the high-born. May You protect the Universe!

Kim varnayama tava rupam-achintyam-etat

Kim chati virya masura kshaya kari bhuri,

Kim chahaveshu charitani tavad bhutani

Sarveshu devy’asura deva ganadi keshu | (6)

O Devi, how can we describe Your inconceivable form, or Your
abundant surpassing Valour that destroys the Asuras, or Your
wonderful Feats in battle among the hosts of Gods and Demons?

Hetuh samasta jagatam trigun’api doshair-

Na jiiayase hari-har’adibhir apy’apara,

Sarva Shray’akhilam idam jagadam shabhutam-

Avyakrita hi parama prakritis Tvam-adya | (7)
You are the Origin of all the Worlds! Though possessed of the Three
Gunas You have none of their defects like passion! You are beyond
the comprehension of even Vishnu, Shiva and the other Gods! You
are the Refuge of this Entire World which is but an Infinitesimal

Portion of Yourself! You are the Supreme Spirit and the Primordial
Substance.
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Yasyah samasta surata samudiranena,
Triptim prayati sakaleshu makheshu Devi,
Svahasi vai pitri-ganasya cha tripti hetur-
Uchcharyase tvam-ata eva janaih svadha cha |l (8)

O Devi, You are Svaha, whose utterance propitiates the Gods during
Sacrifices. You are Svadha which gives satisfaction to the Ancestors.
Therefore people chant to You as Svaha and Svadha in Sacrifices.

Ya mukti hetu-ravi chintya maha-vrata tvam

Abhyasyase suniyat’endriya tattva-saraih,

Moksh’arthibhir munibhir-asta samasta doshair-

Vidyasi sa bhagavati parama hi Devi |l (9)
O Possessor of Divine Qualities, Liberating Sun of Reason and Ever-
faithful to Great Vows, You are the Supreme Knowledge, the Essence
of Truth, meditated on by Sages with their senses restrained, for the

Purpose of attaining Liberation and the Destruction of Evil
Tendencies.

Shabd’atmika suvimala’rg’yajusham nidhanam-

Udgitha ramya padapatha vatam cha samnam,

Devi trayi bhagavati bhava-bhavanaya

Vart'asi sarva jagatam param’arti hantri |l (10)
You are the Essence of Sound, containing the pure Rig, Yajur and
Sama Vedas, whose recital is beautifull You are the Three-fold

Goddess who produces Existence; the Welfare of the whole world
and the Destroyer of the greatest sorrows.
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Medhasi Devi vidit’akhila shastra-sara
Durgasi durga bhava-sagara naur-asanga,
Shrih kaitabhari hridayai kakrit’adhivasa
Gauri tvameva Shashi-mauli Kkrita pratishtha (11)
O Devi, You are the Intelligence which grasps the Essence of All
Scriptures. You are Shri Durga, the Unobstructed Boat that carries us
across the difficult Ocean of Worldly Existence. You are Goddess

Lakshmi whose abides in the heart of Shri Vishnu. You are Shri Gauri
whose place is ever with the Moon-crested Lord Shiva.

Ishat-saha sam-amalar pari-purna chandra

Bimb’anukari kanak’ottama kanti kantam,

Aty-adbhutam prahritamat tarusha tath’api

Vaktram vilokya sahasa Mahish’asurena |l (12)

Your Face, smiling, pure, resembling the Full Moon, is beautiful like
the finest gold. Yet strangely, being swayed by anger, Mahishasura
suddenly struck on seeing Your Face.

Drishtva tu Devi kupitam bhrukuti-karalam
Udyaccha-shanka sadrisach chhavi yanna sadyah,

Pranan mumocha Mahishas tadativa chitram

Kair-jivyate hi kupit’antaka darshanena | (13)

Even stranger that, after seeing Your Face wrathful, O Devi, frowning
and red like the rising moon, Mahishasura did not immediately lose
his life! For, who can live after beholding the enraged Destroyer?
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Devi prasida parama bhavati bhavaya
Sadyo vinashayasi kopavati kulani,
Vijiiatam etad adhun’aiva yadastam etan
Nitarih balam suvipularh mahish’asurasya | (14)
O Devi, if pleased, You give Supreme Prosperity. If enraged, You

quickly destroy whole races. This was known when the vast forces of
Mahishasura were annihilated.

Te sammata jana-padeshu dhanani tesham

Tesharh yashamsi na cha sidati dharma-vargah,

Dhanyasta eva nibhrit-atmaja-bhritya-dara

Yesham sadabhy’udayada bhavati prasanna l (15)

Those Fortunate Ones with whom You are well pleased, are
celebrated in their countries, have riches, glories, and their acts of
righteousness never perish; they are indeed blessed and possessed
of devoted children, servants and wives.

Dharmyani Devi sakalani sadaiva karmany’

Aty’adritah pratidinam sukriti karoti,

Svargam prayati cha tato bhavati prasadal-

Loka-traye-'pi phalada nanu Devi tena |l (16)

Those Blessed by Your Grace, O Devi, perform righteous acts every
day with great care and thereby attain Heaven. Indeed, You are the
Giver of Rewards in the Three Worlds.
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Durge smrita harasi bhitima Shesha jantoh

Svasthaih smrita matimativa Shubham dadasi,

Daridrya duhkha bhaya harini ka tvadanya

Sarv’opakara karanaya sada-‘rdra chitta |l (17)

When remembered in difficulties by anyone, You remove fear. When
called to mind during good fortune, You bestow an auspicious and
happy mind. Who but You, O Dispeller of poverty, pain and fear, is
always compassionate and benevolent to all?

Ebhir-hatair jagad’upaiti sukharm tathaite

Kurvantu nama narakaya chiraya papam,

Samgrama mrityu-madhigamya divarh prayantu

Matveti nunama-hitan vinihamsi Devi | (18)

By the killing of these foes the world becomes happy. Although they
have sins enough to keep them long in Hell, let them reach Heaven
by meeting death in the battle with Me - thinking thus benevolently,
O Devi, You destroy our enemies.

Drishtv’aiva kim na bhavati prakaroti bhasma

Sarva suranarishu yat prahinoshi shastram,

Lokan prayantu ripavo-'pi hi shastra-piuta

Ittham matir bhavati teshvahi teshu sadhvi |l (19)
Can You not reduce all Asuras to ashes by mere sight? And yet You
direct Your weapons against them so that even the most inimical,

Purified by those missiles, may attain the higher worlds.
Such is Your kindly intention towards them.
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Khadga prabha nikara visphuranais tathograih
Shiilagra-kanti nivahena dri$ho-'suranam,

Yannagata vilaya mamshu madindu khanda-

Yogyananam tava vilokayatam tadetat | (20)

If not by the flashes of Your sword or the sparkle of Your spear-point,
surely the eyes of the Asuras had been dazzled by seeing Your Moon-
like Face radiating Coolness.

Dur-vritta vritta Shamanam tava Devi Shilam

Rupam tath’aitad avichintyam atulyam anyaih,

Viryam cha hantri hrita-deva-parakramanam

Vairishv’api prakatit’aiva daya tvay’ettham | (21)
O Devi, Your nature is to pacify the conduct of the wicked; Your
peerless beauty is inconceivable for others; Courageously destroying

those who robbed the Devas of their prowess, You have thus
manifested Your compassion even towards the enemies.

Kenopama bhavatu te-'sya parakramasya

Ruparh cha shatru bhaya karyati hari kutra,

Chitte kripa samara nishthu-rata cha drishta

Tvayy’eva Devi varade bhuvana-traye-'pi | (22)

To what may Your prowess be compared? Or this Beauty of Yours
most charming, yet striking fear in enemies? Compassion of Heart
and Relentlessness in Battle are seen only in You, O Devi, Bestower
of Boons to the Three Worlds!
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Trailokyam-etad akhilam ripu-nashanena

Tratam tvaya samara murdhani te-'pi hatva,

Nita divam ripu-gana bhayam apy’apastam

Asmakam unmada surari bhavam namaste || (23)

By destroying these enemies, You protect the entire Three Worlds.
Having killed them in the battle, You led those demonic hosts to
Heaven, dispelling our fear from those frenzied enemies of the
Devas. Salutations to You!

Metre changes to Anushtubh.

Shiilena pahi no Devi pahi khadgena ch’ambike,
Ghanta-svanena nah pahi chapajyanih svanena chall  (24)
O Devi, protect us with Your spear. O Ambika, protect us with
Your sword, protect us by the sound of Your bell and the
twang of Your bow-string.

Prachyam raksha pratichyam cha chandike raksha dakshine,
Bhramanen’atma shulasya uttarasyam tath’eshvarill  (25)

O Chandika, guard us in the East, in the West, in the North and in the
South by the Divine Power of Your Spear, O Ruler of All!

Saumyani yani rupani trailokye vicharanti te,

Yani chaty’artha-ghorani tai rakshasmams tatha bhuvam Il (26)
Protect us and the Earth with those lovely forms of Yours
moving about in the Three Worlds, as also with Your
exceedingly terrible forms.
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Khadga Shula gadadini yani ch’astrani te-'mbike,

Kara pallava sangini tairasman raksha sarvatah |l (27)

28.

31.

33.

36.

38.

O Ambika, protect us on every side with Your Sword, Spear and Club
and whatever other weapons Your Delicate Hand has touched.’

Here ends the Shri Shakr’adi Stuti.

The Rishi said: ‘Thus the Supporter of the Worlds was praised by the
Devas, worshipped with Celestial Flowers that blossomed in Nandana
and with perfumes and unguents; and with devotion all of them
offered Her heavenly incense. Benignly serene in countenance She
spoke to the obeisant Devas.

The Devi said: 'Choose all of You, O Devas, whatever You desire of me.
Gratified immensely with these hymns, | will grant it with great
pleasure'

The Devas said: ‘Since our enemy, this Mahishasura, has been slain by
You, O Bhagavati, everything has been accomplished, and nothing
remains to be done. And if a boon is to be granted to us by You, O
Maheshvari, whenever we think of You again, destroy our direct
calamities.

O Mother of spotless countenance, and whatever mortal shall praise
You with these hymns, may You, who have become gracious towards
us, be also for his increase in this wealth, wife, and other fortunes
together with riches, prosperity and life, O Ambika!'

The Rishi said: ‘O King, being thus propitiated by the Devas for the
sake of the world and for their own sake, Bhadrakali said: 'So be it' and
vanished from their sight.
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40. Thus have | narrated, O King, how the Devi who desires the good of all
the Three Worlds made Her appearance of yore out of the bodies of
the Devas.

41. And again how, as a benefactress of the Devas, She appeared in the
form of Gauri for the slaying of wicked Asuras as well as Shumbha and
Nishumbha, and for the protection of the worlds, listen as | relate it. |
shall tell it to You as it happened.’

Here ends the Fourth Chapter called ‘The Devi Stuti’ of the Devi
Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana during the period of the Manu
Savarni.
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CHAPTER 5

Devi's conversation with the messenger

Meditation on Shri Mahasaraswatt:

Om. Ghanta shula halani shankha musale chakram dhanuh
sayakamn; Hast’abjair-dadhatim ghan’anta vilasat shit’armmshu
tulya prabham; Gauri deha samudbhavam tri-jagat-
atmadhara bhutam; Maha-purvam atra Sarasvatim anubhaje
Shumbh’adi daity’ardinim

| meditate on the incomparable Shri Mahasaraswati who holds in Her
Eight Lotus-like Hands Bell, Trident, Plough, Conch, Mace, Discus, Bow
and Arrow; who is Effulgent as the Destroyer of Shumbha and other
Asuras, who issued forth from Parvati's body and is the Substratum of the
Three Worlds.

The Rishi said: ‘Of yore Indra's sovereignty over the Three Worlds and
his portions of the sacrifices were taken away by the Asuras, Shumbha
and Nishumbha, by force of their pride and strength. The two,
themselves, took over likewise, the offices of the Sun, the Moon,
Kubera, Yama, and Varuna. They themselves exercised Vayu's authority
and Agni's duty. Deprived of their lordships and sovereignties, the
Devas were defeated.

Deprived of their functions and expelled by these two great Asuras, all
the Devas thought of the invincible Devi.

'She had granted us the boon, ‘Whenever in calamities you think of Me,
that very moment | will put an end to all your worst calamities.’

Resolving thus, the Devas went to Himavat, Lord of the mountains, and
there extolled the Devi, who is the Illusive Power of Vishnu. The Devas
praised Her thus:
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1he Tantrika Devi Stuktam

Aparajita Hymn — ‘Praise to the Eternally Undefeated Goddess’

Namo Devyai Maha-devyai To the Devi, to the Supreme Goddess,
Shivéye satatam namabh, To the Benevolent One, we bow eternally
Namah prakrityai bhadrayai The Auspicious Goddess, Primordial Cause,
Niyutah pranatah sma tam. Ever-humble Prostrations to Her.
Raudrayai namo nityayai Salutations to Her who is Terrible, Eternal,

Gauryai dhatryai namo namah, 7o Shri Gauri, Supporter of the Universe,
Jyotsnayai ch’endu-rupinyai 7o Her who is the Moon and Moonlight,
Sukhayai satatam namah. And Happiness itself, we bow constantly.

Kalyanyai pranatam vriddhyai 7o the Embodiment of Virtue, Prosperity
Siddhyai kurmo namo namah, and Success, we make obeisance.
Nairrityai bhu-bhritam lakshmyai 7o the Good Fortune of Kings and
Sharvél_lyai te namo namal_l. Wife of the Destroyer, we bow to You

Durgayai durga-parayai Shri Durga, who takes us across hardships,
Sarayai sarva-karinyai, Being the Essential Cause of Everything,
Khyatyai tath’aiva krishnayai The Possessor of Fame and Glory,
Dhumrayai satatam namah. 7o the Blue-black Smoke-hued Goddess,

Ati-saumy‘ati-raudrayai We bow to Her who is at once,
Natas-tasyai namo namabh, Most gentle and most terrible.
Namo jagat-pratishthayai To the Support of the World,

Devyai krutyai namo namah. The Creative Goddess, we bow.
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Ya Devi sarva-bhuteshu
Vishnu-mayeti shabdita,
Namas-tasyai, namas-tasyai

Namas-tasyai, namo namabh.

Ya Devi sarva-bhuteshu
Chetanetya bhi-dhiyate,
Namas-tasyai, namas-tasyai

Namas-tasyai, namo namabh.

Ya Devi sarva-bhuteshu
Buddhi rupena samsthita,
Namas-tasyai, namas-tasyai

Namas-tasyai, namo namabh.

Nidra rupena
Kshudha rupena
Chhaya rupena
Shakti riipena
Trishna rupena

Kshanti rupena
Jati rapena

Lajja rupena
Shanti riipena
Shraddha ripena

Kanti rapena
Lakshmi rupena
Vritti rupena
Smriti rupena
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To the Devi who in all beings,
is called Shri Vishnumaya,
Salutations to Her, Salutations to Her,

Salutations to Her, again and again.

To the Devi who in all beings,
is termed as Consciousness,
Salutations to Her, Salutations to Her,

Salutations to Her, again and again.

To the Devi who abides in all beings,

In the Form of Intelligence,

Salutations to Her, Salutations to Her,

Salutations to Her, again and again.

Form of Sleep
Form of Hunger
Form of Shadow
Form of Energy
Form of Thirst

Form of Patience

Form of Position by birth
Form of Modesty

Form of Peace

Form of Faith

Form of Beauty
Form of Good Fortune
Form of Character

Form of Memory
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Daya rupena Form of Compassion

Tushti rupena Form of Contentment

Matri rupena Form of Mother

Bhranti rupena Form of Delusion and Error
Indriyanam adhishthatri To the All-pervading Devi,
Bhutanam chakhileshu ya Who presides over the senses of all beings,
Bhuteshu satatam tasye And governs all the elements,
Vyapti-devye namo namah We bow to Her.

Chiti-rupena ya Krutsna Salutations to Her who pervades the

Metad-vyapya samsthita jagat Entire world in the Form of Consciousness,
Namas-tasyai, namas-tasyai Salutations to Her, Salutations to Her,
Namas-tasyai, namo namal_l Salutations to Her, again and again.

Here ends the Devi Stuktam.

'Invoked of yore by the Devas for the sake of their desired object, and
adored by the Lord of the Devas every day, may She, the 1$hvari, the
Source of all good, accomplish for us all auspicious things and put an
end to our calamities!

And who is now again, reverenced by us, Devas, tormented by arrogant
Asuras and who, called to mind by us obeisant with devotion, destroys
this very moment all our calamities.’

The Rishi said: ‘O Prince, while the Devas were thus engaged in praises
and other acts of adoration, Parvati came there to bathe in the waters
of the Ganga. She, the lovely-browed, said to those Devas, 'Who is
praised by you here?' An auspicious Goddess, springing forth from Her
physical sheath, gave the reply: 'This hymn is addressed to Me by the
assembled Devas set at naught by the Asura Shumbha and routed in
battle by NisShumbha.’
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Because that Ambika came out of Parvati's physical sheath Kosha, She is
glorified as Kaushiki in all the worlds. After She had issued forth, Parvati
became dark and was called Kalika and stationed on Mount Himalaya.

Then, Chanda, and Munda, two servants of Shumbha and Nishumbha,
saw that Ambika Kaushiki bearing a surpassingly charming form.

They both told Shumbha: 'O King, a certain woman, most surpassingly
beautiful, dwells there shedding lustre on Mount Himalaya. Such
supreme beauty was never seen by anyone anywhere. Ascertain who
that Goddess is and take possession of Her, O Lord of the Asuras!

She is a gem among women, of exquisitely beautiful limbs, illuminating
the quarters with Her lustre, O Lord of the Daityas. you should see Her.
O Lord, whatever jewels, precious stones, elephants, horses and others
there are in the Three Worlds, they are all now in your house. Airavata,
gem among elephants, has been brought away from Indra and so also
this Parijata tree and the horse Ucchaih-$hravas.

Here stands in your courtyard the wonderful chariot yoked with swans,
a wonderful gem of its class. It has been brought here from Brahma to
whom it originally belonged. Here is the treasure named Mahapadma
brought from the Lord of Wealth. And the Ocean gave a garland named
Kifjalkint made of unfading lotus flowers. In your house stands the
gold-showering umbrella of Varuna. And here is the excellent chariot
that was formerly Prajapati's.

By you, O Lord, Death's Shakti weapon named Utkrantida has been
carried off. the noose of the ocean-king is among your brother's
possessions. Nishumbha has every kind of gem produced in the sea.
Fire also gave you two garments which are purified by fire. Thus, O Lord
of Asuras, all gems have been brought by you. Why this beautiful lady-
jewel is not seized by you?’
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101. The Rishi said: ‘On hearing these words of Chanda and Munda,
Shumbha sent the great Asura Sugriva as messenger to the Devi. He
said: 'Go and tell Her thus in my words and do the thing in such a
manner that She may quickly come to me in love.'

104. He went there where the Devi was staying in a very beautiful spot on
the mountain and spoke to Her in fine and sweet words. The messenger
said: 'O Devi, Shumbha, Lord of Asuras, is the supreme sovereign of the
Three Worlds. Sent by him as messenger, | have come here to Your
presence. Hearken to what has been said by him whose command is
never resisted among the Devas and who has vanquished all the foes of
the Asuras:

108. He says, ‘All the Three Worlds are mine and the Devas are obedient to
me. | enjoy all their hares in sacrifices separately. ‘All the choicest gems
in the Three Worlds are in my possession; and so is the gem of
elephants, Airavata, the vehicle of the King of Devas carried away be
me. The Devas themselves offered to me with salutations that gem of
horses named Ucchaih-shravas which arose at the churning of the Milk-
ocean.

111. O Beautiful Lady, whatever other rare objects there existed among the
Devas, the Gandharvas and Nagas are now with me. We look upon You,
O Devi, as the jewel of womankind in the world. You who are such,
come to me, since we are the enjoyers of the best objects.

113.Take to me or to my younger brother NisShumbha of great prowess, O
unsteady-eyed lady, for You are in truth a jewel. Wealth, great and
beyond compare, You will get by marrying me. Think over this in Your
mind, and become my wife.’

115. The Rishi said: ‘Thus told, Durga the adorable and auspicious, by whom
this Universe is supported, then became serene and spoke.
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The Devi said: ‘You have spoken truth; nothing false has been uttered
by you in this matter. Shumbha is indeed the sovereign of the Three
Worlds and likewise is also NiShumbha. But in this matter, how can that
which has been promised be made false? Hear what promise | had
made already out of foolishness. ‘He who conquers Me in battle,
removes My pride and is My match is strength in the world shall be My
husband.” So let Shumbha come here then, or Niéhumbha the great
Asura. Vanquishing Me here, let him soon take My hand in marriage.
Why delay?"

The messenger said: 'O Devi, You are haughty. Talk not so before me.
Which man in the Three Worlds will stand before Shumbha and
Nishumbha? All the Devas verily cannot stand face to face with even
the other Asuras in battle. Why mention You, O Devi, a single woman?
Indra and all other Devas could not stand in battle against Shumbha and
other demons, how will You, a woman, face them? On my word itself,
You go to Shumbha and Niéhumbha. Let it not be that You go to them
with Your dignity lost be being dragged by Your hair.’

127. The Devi said: ‘Yes, it is; Shumbha is strong and so is Nishumbha

exceedingly heroic! What can | do since there stands My ill-considered
vow taken long ago? Go back, and tell the Lord of Asuras carefully all
this that | have said; let him do whatever he considers proper.’

Here ends the Fifth Chapter called 'Devi's Conversation with the
Messenger' of the Devi Mahatmyam in the Markandeya Purana during the

period of the Manu Savarni.
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CHAPTER 6

The Slaying of Dhumra-lochana

The Rishi said:

‘The messenger, filled with indignation on hearing the words the Devi,
returned and related them in detail to the King of the Daityas.

Then the Asura monarch, enraged on hearing that report from his
messenger, told Dhumra-lochana, a chieftain of the Daityas: 'O
Dhimra-lochana, hasten together with your army and fetch here by
force that shrew, distressed when dragged by Her hair.

Or if any one else stands up as Her saviours, let him be slain, be he a
God, a yaksha or a gandharva.' The Rishi said:

Then the Asura Dhimra-lochana, commanded thus by Shumbha, went
forth quickly, accompanied by sixty thousand Asuras.

On seeing the Devi stationed on the snowy mountain, he asked Her
aloud, 'Come to the presence of Shumbha and Nishumbha.

If You will not go to my Lord with pleasure now, here | take You by
force, distressed when dragged by Your hair.’

The Devi said: ‘You are sent by the Lord of the Asuras, mighty yourself
and accompanied by an army. If you thus take Me by force, then what
can | do to you?"

The Rishi said: ‘Thus told, the Asura Dhimra-lochana rushed towards
Her and thereupon Ambika reduced him to ashes with a mere heave of
the sound 'hum'’

Then the great army of Asuras became enraged and showered on
Ambika sharp arrows, javelins, and axes.

Then the lion, vehicle of the Devi, shaking its mane in anger, and
making the most terrific roar, fell on the army of the Asuras.
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Some Asuras, it slaughtered with a blow of its fore paw, others with its
mouth, and other great Asuras, by treading over with its hind legs.

The lion, with its claws, tore out the hearts of some and severed heads
with a blow of the paw.

And it severed arms and heads from others, and shaking its mane
drank the blood from the hearts of others.

In @ moment all that army was destroyed by that high-spirited and
exceedingly enraged lion who bore the Devi.

20. When Shumbha, the Lord of Asuras, heard that Dhimra-

lochana was slain by the Devi and all his army was

destroyed by the lion of the Devi, he was

infuriated, his lip quivered and he commanded
the two mighty Asuras Chanda and Munda:

22. 'O Chanda, O Munda, go there with
v large forces, and bring Her here
speedily, dragging Her by Her hair or
binding Her. But if you have any doubt
about doing that, then let the Asuras
strike Her in the fight with all their
weapons.

24. When that shrew is wounded and
Her lion stricken down, seize that
Ambika, bind and bring Her quickly.’

Here ends the Sixth Chapter called
'The Slaying of Dhimra-lochana' of
Devi Mahatmyam in the
] l Markandeya Purana during the
- period of Savarni Manu.
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CHAPTER 7
The Slaying of Chanda and Munda

The Rishi said:

Then at his command the Asuras, fully armed, and with Chanda and
Munda at their head, marched in fourfold array.

They saw the Devi, smiling gently, seated upon the lion on a huge
golden peak of the great mountain. On seeing Her, some of them
excited themselves and made an effort to capture Her, and others
approached Her, with their bows bent and swords drawn.

Thereupon Ambika became terribly angry with those foes, and in Her
anger Her countenance then became dark as ink. Out from the surface
of Her forehead, fierce with frown, issued suddenly Kali of terrible
countenance, armed with a sword and noose.

Bearing a skull-topped staff, decorated with a garland of skulls, clad in
a tiger's skin, very appalling owing to Her emaciated flesh, with gaping
mouth, fearful with Her tongue lolling out, having deep-sunk reddish
eyes and filling the regions of the sky with Her roars, and impetuously
falling upon and slaughtering the great Asuras in that army, She
devoured those hosts of the foes of the Devas.

Snatching the elephants with one hand She flung them into Her mouth
together with their rear men and drivers and their warrior-riders and
bells. Taking likewise into Her mouth the cavalry with the horses, and
chariot with its driver, She ground them most frightfully with Her
teeth.

She seized one by the hair and another by the neck; one She crushed
by the weight of the foot, and another of Her body.

And She caught with Her mouth the weapons and the great arms shot
by those Asuras and crunched them up with Her teeth in Her fury.
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She destroyed all that host of mighty and evil-natured Asuras,
devoured some and battered others.

Some were killed with Her sword, some were beaten with Her skull-
topped staff, and other Asuras met their death being ground with the
edge of Her teeth.

On seeing all the hosts of Asuras laid low in a moment, Chanda rushed
against that Kali, who was exceedingly terrible.

The great Asura Chanda with very terrible showers of arrows, and
Munda with discuses hurled in thousands covered that terrible-eyed
Devi.

Those numerous discuses, disappearing into Her mouth, looked like
numerous solar orbs disappearing into the midst of a cloud.

Thereat Kali, who was roaring frightfully, whose fearful teeth were
gleaming within Her dreadful mouth, laughed terribly with exceeding
fury.

Then the Devi, mounting upon Her great lion, rushed at Chanda, and

seizing him by his hair, severed his head with Her sword.

Seeing Chanda laid low, Munda also rushed at Her. She felled him also
the ground, striking him with Her sword in Her fury.

Seeing the most valiant Chanda and Munda laid low, the remaining
army there became panicky and fled in all directions.

And Kali, holding the heads of Chanda and Munda in Her hands,
approached Chandika and said, Her words mingled with very loud
laughter.

'Here have | brought You the heads of Chanda and Munda as two
great animal offerings in this sacrifice of battle; Shumbha and
Nishumbha, You shall Yourself slay.' The Rishi said:
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25. Thereupon seeing those Asuras, Chanda and Munda brought to Her,
the auspicious Chandika said to Kali these playful words: 'Because You
have brought Me both Chanda and Munda, You O Devi, shall be famed
in the world by the name Chamunda.

Here ends the Seventh Chapter called 'The slaying of Chanda and Munda'

of Devi Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana, during the period of the
Manu Savarni.

Shri Skanda-mata
—‘Mother of Shri
Karttikeya’, the

aspect of Shri

Durga worshipped
on the fifth day.

A statue from
Calcutta, Bengal
where Shri Durga
is the main Deity.
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CHAPTER 8
The Slaying of Raktabija

The Rishi said:

11.

12.

After the Daitya Chanda was slain and Munda was laid low, and many
of the battalions were destroyed, the powerful Shumbha, Lord of the
Asuras, with mind overcome by anger, commanded the mobilization
of all the Daitya hosts: ‘Now let the eighty-six Asuras - upraising their
weapons - with all their forces, and the eighty-four Kambds,
surrounded by their own forces, go out. Let the fifty Asura families of
Kotiviryas and the hundred families of Dhaumras go forth at my
command. Let the Kalakas, Daurhridas, the Mauryas and the Kalakeyas
hasten at my command and march forth ready for battle.'

After issuing these orders, Shumbha, the Lord of the Asuras and a
ferocious ruler, went forth, attended by many thousands of battalions.

Seeing that most terrible army coming, Chandika filled the space
between the Earth and the Sky with the twang of Her bow-string.
Thereon Her Lion made an exceedingly loud roar, O King, and Ambika
magnified those roars with the clanging of Her Bell. Kali, expanding
Her Mouth wide and filling the quarters with the sound ‘Hum’
overwhelmed the noises of Her bow-string, Lion and Bell by Her
terrific roars.

On hearing that roar the enraged Asura battalions surrounded the
Lion, the Devi Chandika and Kali on all four sides.

At this moment, O King, in order to annihilate the enemies of Devas
and for the well-being of the Devas, there issued forth, endowed with
exceeding vigour and strength, Shaktis from the bodies of Brahma,
Shiva, Karttikeya, Vishnu and Indra, and with the form of those Devas
went to Chandika.
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Whatever was the form of each Deva, whatever his ornaments and
vehicle, in that very form his Shakti advanced to fight with the Asuras.

In a Heavenly Chariot drawn by Swans advanced Brahma's Shakti
carrying a Rosary and a Water-pot. She is called Brahmani.

Maheshvart arrived, seated on a bull, holding a fine trident, wearing
bracelets of great snakes and adorned with a crescent moon.

Ambika Kaumari, in the form of Karttikeya, holding a spear in hand
riding on a fine peacock, advanced to attack the Asuras. Likewise the
Shakti of Vishnu came, seated upon Garuda, holding conch, club, bow
and sword in hand.

The Shakti of Hari, who assumed the incomparable form of a sacrificial
boar, She also advanced there in a boar-like form.

Narasimht arrived there, assuming a body like that of Narasimha-‘Man-
lion’, bringing down the constellations by the toss of Her mane.

Likewise the thousand-eyed Aindri, holding a thunderbolt in hand and
riding on the Lord of Elephants arrived just like Shakra Indra.

Then Shiva, surrounded by those Shaktis of the Devas, said to
Chandika, 'Let the Asuras be killed forthwith by You for My
gratification.'

Thereupon from the body of Devi issued forth the Shakti Chandika,
most terrific, exceedingly fierce and yelling like a hundred jackals.

And that invincible Shakti told Shiva, of dark-coloured matted locks,
'Go, My Lord, as Ambassador to the presence of Shumbha and
NisShumbha. Tell those two haughty Asuras and the other Asuras
assembled there for battle. ‘Allow Indra to reclaim the Three Worlds
and let the Devas once more enjoy the sacrificial oblations. Go you to
the Nether World, if you wish to live. But if, proud of your strength,
you are anxious for battle, come then.
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Let My jackals be satiated with your flesh." Because that Devi
appointed Lord Shiva Himself as Ambassador thenceforth She became
renowned in this world as ‘Shiva-dati’ —‘having Shiva as a messenger’.

Those great Asuras, on their part, hearing the words of the Devi
communicated by Shiva, were filled with indignation and went to
where Katyayani stood. Immediately the enraged foes of the Devas
poured on the Devi showers of arrows, javelins and spears. But lightly,
with the huge arrows shot from Her full-drawn bow, She clove those
arrows, spears, darts and axes hurled by them.

Then, in front of Shumbha stalked Kali, slicing the enemies to pieces
with Her spear and crushing them with Her skull-topped staff.

And Brahmani, wherever She moved, made the enemies bereft of
valour and prowess by sprinkling on them the water from Her
Kamandalu.

The very wrathful Maheshvari slew the Daityas with Her trident, and
Vaishnavi, with Her discus and Kaumari, with Her javelin.

Torn to pieces by the thunderbolt which came down upon them,
hurled by Aindri, Daityas and Danavas fell on the Earth in hundreds,
streams of blood flowing out of them.

Shattered by the boar-formed Goddess Varahi with blows of Her
snout, wounded in their chests by the point of Her tusk and torn by
Her discus, the Asuras fell down.

Narasimhi, filling all the quarters and the sky with Her roars, roamed
about in the battle, devouring other great Asuras torn by Her claws.
Demoralised by the violent laughter of Shiva-dati, the Asuras swooned
on the Earth; then She devoured those who had fallen.

Seeing the enraged band of Mother Goddesses crushing the great
Asuras thus by various means, the troops of the enemies of Devas
took to their heels.
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Seeing the Asuras harassed by the band of Mother Goddesses and
fleeing, the great Asura Raktabija strode forward to fight in wrath.
Whenever from his body there fell to the ground a drop of blood, at
that moment rose up from the Earth an Asura of his same stature. The
great Asura fought with Indra's Shakti with club in his hand; then
Aindrt also struck Raktabija with Her thunderbolt.

Blood flowed quickly and profusely from him who was wounded by
the thunderbolt. From the blood rose up fresh combatants of his form
and valour; As many drops of blood fell from his body, so many
warriors came into being, with his same courage, strength and valour.
And those persons also sprung up from his blood fought there with
the Mother Goddesses in a more dreadful manner hurling very
formidable weapons.

And again when his head was wounded by the fall of Her thunder-bolt,
his blood flowed and therefrom were born soldiers in thousands.

Vaishnavi struck him with Her discus in the battle, Aindri beat that
Lord of Asuras with Her club. The world was pervaded by thousands of
great Asuras of his stature and who rose up from the blood that
flowed from him when cloven by the discus of Vaishnavi.

Kaumart struck the great Asura Raktabija with Her spear, Varahi with
Her sword, and Maheshvari with Her trident.

And Raktabija, that great Asura, filled with wrath, struck each of the
Mother Goddesses severally with his club.

From the stream of blood which fell on the Earth from him when he
received multiple wounds by the spears, darts and other weapons,
hundreds of Asuras came into being. And those Asuras that were born
from the blood of Raktabija pervaded the whole world; the Devas got
intensely alarmed at this.
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Seeing the Devas dejected, Chandika laughed and said to Kali, 'O
Chamunda, open out Your mouth wide; with this mouth quickly take in
the drops of blood generated by the blow of My weapon and also the
great Asuras born of the drops of blood of Raktabija.

Roam about in the battle-field, devouring the great Asuras that spring
from him. So shall this Daitya, with his blood emptied, perish.

As You go on devouring these, other fierce Asuras will not be born.’
Having enjoined Her thus, the Devi next smote Raktabija with Her dart.

Then Kali drank Raktabija's blood with Her mouth. Then and there he
struck Chandika with his club.

The blow of his club caused Her not even the slightest pain. And from
his stricken body wherever blood flowed copiously, there Chamunda
swallowed it with Her mouth. Then Chamunda devoured those great
Asuras who sprang up from the flow of blood in Her mouth, and drank
Raktabija's blood.

The Devi Kaushiki smote Raktabija with Her dart, thunderbolt, arrows,
swords, and spears, when Chamunda went on drinking his blood.

Stricken with a multitude of weapons and bloodless, the great Asura
Raktabija fell to the ground, O King.

Thereupon the Devas attained great joy, O King. The band of Mother
Goddesses who sprang from them danced, being intoxicated with
blood.’

Here ends the Eighth Chapter called 'The Slaying of Raktabija' of Devi
Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana, during the period of the Manu

Savarni.
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CHAPTER 9
The Slaying of Nishumbha

King Suratha said:

1.

10.

11.

12.

‘Wonderful is this that you, adorable sir, have related to me about the
greatness of the Devi's act in slaying Raktabija. | wish to hear further
what the very irate Shumbha and Nishumbha did after Raktabija was
killed.'

The Rishi said: ‘After Raktabija was slain and other Asuras were killed
in the fight, the Asura Shumbha and Nishumbha gave way to
unbounded wrath.

Enraged on seeing his great army slaughtered, Nishumbha then
rushed forward with the chief forces of the Asuras.

In front of him behind him and on both sides of him, great Asuras,
enraged and biting their lips, advanced to slay the Devi.

Shumbha also, mighty in valour, went forward, surrounded, with his
own troops to slay Chandika in this rage, after fighting with the
Mother Goddesses.

Then commenced severe combat between the Devi on one side and
on the other, Shumbha and Nishumbha who, like two thunder-clouds,
rained a most tempestuous shower of arrows on Her.

Chandika with numerous arrows quickly split the arrows shot by the
two Asuras and smote the two lords of Asuras on their limbs with Her
mass of weapons.

Nishumbha, grasping a sharp sword and a shining shield, struck the
Lion, the Great Carrier of the Devi, on the head.

When Her Carrier was struck, the Devi quickly cut NisShumbha's superb
sword with a sharp-edged arrow and also his shield on which eight
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moons were figured. With his shield split and his sword too broken,
the Asura hurled his spear; but that missile also, as it advanced
towards Her, was split into two by Her discus.

Then the Danava Nishumbha, swelling with wrath, seized a dart; and
that also, as it came, the Devi powdered with a blow of Her fist.

Then brandishing his club, he flung it against Chandika; cleft by the
trident of the Devi, it also turned to ashes.

Then the Devi assailed the heroic Danava advancing with battle-axe in
hand, and laid him low on the ground.

When his brother Nishumbha of terrific prowess fell to the ground,
Shumbha got infuriated in the extreme, and strode forward to slay
Ambika.

Standing in his chariot and grasping excellent weapons in his long and
incomparable eight arms, he shone by pervading the entire sky.

Seeing him approaching, the Devi blew Her conch, and made a twang
of Her bow-string, which was unbearable in the extreme.

And the Devi filled all directions with the ringing of Her bell, which
destroys the strength of all the Daitya hosts.

The Lion filled the Heaven, the Earth and the ten quarters of the sky
with loud roars, which made the elephants give up their violent rut.

Then Kali, springing upwards in the sky, came down and struck the
Earth with both Her hands; by its noise all the previous sounds were
drowned.

Shivaditi made a loud ominous peal of laughter, the Asuras were
frightened by those sounds, and Shumbha flew into an utmost rage.

As Ambika said, 'O evil-natured one, stop, stop', the Devas stationed in
the sky cheered Her with the words, 'Be victorious'.
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The spear which Shumbha hurled, flaming most terribly and shining
like a mass of fire, was put out by a great firebrand from the Devi as it
came.

The space between the Three Worlds was pervaded by Shumbha's
lion-like roar, but the dreadful thunder-clap of the Devi smothered
that, O King.

The Devi split the arrows shot by Shumbha, and Shumbha also split

the arrows discharged by Her, each with sharp arrows in hundreds and
thousands.

Then Chandika became angry and smote him with a trident. Wounded
therewith, he fainted and fell to the ground.

Then Nishumbha, regaining consciousness seized his bow and struck
with arrows the Devi and Kali and the Lion.

And the Danuja-lord, the son of Diti, putting forth a myriad of arms,
covered Chandika with myriad discuses.

Then Bhagavati Durga, the Destroyer of Difficulties and Afflictions,
became angry and split those discuses and those arrows with Her own
arrows.

Thereupon Nishumbha, surrounded by the Daitya host, swiftly seizing
his club, rushed at Chandika to slay Her.

As he rushed at Her, Chandika clove his club with Her sharp-edged
sword; and he took hold of a dart.

As Nishumbha, the afflictor of the Devas, was advancing with the dart
in hand, Chandika pierced him in the heart with a swiftly hurled dart.

From Nishumbha's heart that was pierced by the dart, issued forth
another person of great strength and valour, exclaiming to the Devi
'Stop.'
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37.

38.

40.
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Then the Devi, laughing aloud, severed the head of him, who issued
forth, with Her sword. Thereupon he fell to the ground.

The Lion then devoured those Asuras whose necks he had crushed
with his fierce teeth, and Kali and Shiva-dati devoured others.

Some great Asuras perished, being pierced through by the spear of
Kaumari. Others were repulsed by showers of the water purified by
the incantation of Brahmani. Others fell, pierced by a trident wielded
by Maheshvari; some were powdered on the ground by the blows
from the snout of Varahi.

Some Danavas were cut to pieces by the discus of Vaishnavi, and
others again by the thunderbolt discharged from the palm of Aindri.
Some Asuras perished themselves, some fled from the great battle,
and others were devoured by Kali, Shivaditi and the lion.

Here ends the Ninth Chapter called 'the Slaying of Nishumbha' of Devi
Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana during the period of the Manu Savarni.
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CHAPTER 10
The Slaying of Shumbha

The Rishi said:

1.

11.

14.

‘Seeing his brother NisShumbha slain, who was as dear to him as his
life, and his army being slaughtered, Shumbha angrily said. 'O Durga
who are puffed up with pride in your strength, don't show Your pride
here. Though You are exceedingly haughty, You fight by resorting to
the strength of others.'

The Devi said: 'l am all alone in the world here. Who else is there
besides me? See, O vile one, these Goddesses, who are but My own
powers, entering into My own self!'

Then all those, Brahmani and the rest, were absorbed in the body of
the Devi. Ambika alone then remained.

The Devi said: 'The numerous forms which | projected by My power
here - those have been withdrawn by Me, and now | stand alone. Be
steadfast in combat.'

The Rishi said: ‘Then began a dreadful battle between them both, the
Devi and Shumbha, while all the Devas and Asuras looked on.

With showers of arrows, with sharp weapons and frightful missiles,
both engaged again in a combat that frightened all the worlds. The
Lord of Daityas broke the divine missiles, which Ambika discharged in
hundreds, with weapons that repulsed them. With fierce shout of
‘hum’ and the like, the Parameshvari playfully broke the excellent
missiles that he discharged.

Then the Asura covered the Devi with hundreds of arrows, and the
Devi in wrath split his bow with Her arrows. And when the bow was
split the Lord
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16.

18.

21.

23.

24,
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of the Daityas took up his spear. With a discus, the Devi split that
spear also in his hand.

Next the supreme monarch of the Daityas, taking his sword bright like
the sun and shining shield bearing the images of a hundred moons,
rushed at the Devi at that moment. Just as he was rushing forward,
Chandika split his sword with sharp arrows from Her bow, and also his
shield as bright as the solar rays.

With his steeds slain, his bow broken, deprived of a charioteer, the
Daitya then grasped his terrible mace, being ready to kill Ambika. With
sharp arrows, She split the mace of Shumbha, who was rushing at Her.
Even then, raising his fist, he rushed swiftly at Her. The Daitya-king
brought his fist down on the heart of the Devi, and the Devi also with
Her Palm smote him on his chest.

The Daitya-king, wounded by the blow of Her Palm fell to the Earth,
but immediately he rose up again. Seizing the Devi, he sprang up and
mounted on high into the sky. There also Chandika, without any
support, fought with him.

Then the Daitya Shumbha and Chandika fought as never before, with
each other in the sky in close contact, which wrought surprise to the
Siddhas and Sages.

Ambika then, after carrying on a close fight for a very long time with
him, lifted him up, whirled him around and flung him down on the
Earth. Flung thus, the evil-natured Shumbha reaching the Earth and
raising his fist, hastily rushed forward desiring to kill Chandika. Seeing
that Lord of all the Daitya-folk approaching, the Devi, piercing him on
the chest with a dart, threw him down on the Earth. Pierced by the
pointed dart of the Devi he fell lifeless on the ground, shaking the
entire Earth with its seas, islands and mountains.
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30.
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When that evil-natured Asura was slain, the Universe became happy
and regained perfect peace, and the sky grew clear. Flaming portent-
clouds that were in evidence before became tranquil, and the rivers
kept within their courses when Shumbha was stricken down there.

When he had been slain, the minds of all the bands of Devas became
overjoyed, and the Gandharvas sang sweetly. Others sounded their
instruments, and the bands of nymphs danced; likewise favourable
winds blew; the sun became very brilliant; the sacred fires blazed
peacefully and tranquil became the strange sounds that had risen in
different quarters.

Here ends the Tenth Chapter called 'The Slaying of Shumbha' of Devi
Mahatmyam in Markandeya Purana, during the period of the Manu

Savarni.

CHAPTER 11
Hymn 10 N&Zniyomz’

—'the refuge of humanity’

The Rishi said:

1.

3.

‘When the great Lord of Asuras was slain there by the Devi, Indra and
other Devas led by Agni, with their object fulfilled and their cheerful
faces illumining the quarters, praised Her, Katyayan:

The Devas said: 'O Devi, You who remove the sufferings of Your
suppliants, be gracious. Be propitious, O Mother of the Whole World.
Be gracious, O Mother of the Universe. Protect the Universe. You are,
O Devi, the Ruler of all that is moving and unmoving.
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4.

7)

8)

9)
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You are the Sole Substratum of the World, because You subsist in the
form of the Earth. By You, who exist in the shape of water, all this

Universe is gratified, O Devi of inviolable valour!

You are the Power of Vishnu, and have endless valour. You are the

Primeval Maya, which is the Source of the Universe; by You all this

Universe has been thrown into an illusion, O Devi. When propitiated,

You become the Cause of Final Emancipation in this World.

All forms of Knowledge are Your aspects O Devi; so are All Women in

the World, endowed with various attributes. By You alone, the

Mother, this World is filled. What praise can there be for You who are

beyond all praise?

Sarva-bhita yada Devi
Bhukti mukti pradayini
Twam stuta stutaye ka va
Bhavantu param'oktayah

Sarvasya buddhi rupena
Janasya hridi samsthite
Swarg’apavarga-de Devi
Narayani namo-‘stu te

Kala kashth’adi rupena
Parinama-pradayini
Vishvasy'oparatau shakte
Narayani namo-‘stu te

O Goddess, who to all beings
Bestows enjoyment and liberation,
What words, however excellent

Can praise You?

You abide as intelligence
In the hearts of all creatures,
O Bestower of Heaven and liberation,

Salutations to You, the refuge of humanity.

You manifest as the course of time,
Bringing about changes in things,
Having the power to destroy the Universe,

Salutations be to You, who incarnates as
a human being to save the world.
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10) Sarva mangala mangalye You are the auspiciousness of all goodness,
Shive sarv’artha sadhike  Benevolent Devi, who fulfils every object,
Sharar_lye tryambake Gauri The Giver of Refuge, O Three-eyed Gauri,

Narayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, towards whom
humanity is evolving.

11) Srishti sthiti vinashanam Creation, sustenance and destruction

Shakti-bhiite sanatani are Your powers, O Eternal Goddess.
Gun‘ashraye guna-maye O source and embodiment of qualities
Narayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, O Shakti of Shri Vishnu
12) Sharar_l‘égata dinarta To those that seek refuge in You,
Pari-trana parayane You give protection and final liberation.
Sarva syarti hare Devi O Devi, who removes the suffering of all,
Narayani namo-'stu te Salutations be to You, O Narayani

13) Harhsa yukta vimana-sthe Riding in a chariot yoked with swans

Brahmani rapa dharini Embodied as the Shakti of Shri Brahma
Kaushambhah ksharike Devi 0 Devi, who sprinkles Kusha grass water.
Narayani namo-'stu te Salutations be to You, O Narayani

14) Trishula chandrahi dhare Carrying a trident, the moon, a snake
Maha-vrishabha vahini And riding a huge bull,
MaheShwari swa-riipena  You are the creative power of Shri Shiva,
Narayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, O Narayani

15) Mayura kukkuta vrite Attended by a peacock and a cockerel
Mahashakti dhare-‘naghe Bearing a great spear, without impurity
Kaumari-rupa samsthane Taking the form of the Shakti of Karttikeya
Narayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, O Narayani
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17)
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19)

20)

21)
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Shaiikha chakra gada sharfiga You wield the supreme weapons

Grihita param‘ayudhe
Prasida Vaishnavi rupe
Narayani namo-‘stu te

Grihit'ogra maha-chakre

Of conch, discus, club and bow,
Be gracious, O Shakti of Shri Vishnu

Salutations be to You, O Narayani

Grasping a huge formidable discus,

Danshtr‘oddhrita vasun-dhare Uplifting the Earth with Your tusks,

Varaha-ripini Shive
Narayani namo-‘stu te

Nrisimmha rupen‘ogrena

O Auspicious Devi, of a boar-like form,
Salutations be to You, O Narayani.

In the fierce form of a man-lion,

Hantum daityan krit'odyame You succeeded in slaying the demons,

Trailokya trana sahite
Narayani namo-‘stu te
Kiritini mahavajra

Sahasra nayan‘oj-jvale
Vritra prana hare ch'Aindri,
Narayani namo-‘stu te

Shiva-diiti swa-riipena
Hata daitya mahabale
Ghora rupe maharave
Narayani namo-‘stu te

Danshtra-karala vadane
Shiro-mala vi-bhiishane
Chamunde munda mathane
Narayani namo-‘stu te

O Benevolent Saviour of the Three Worlds,

Salutations be to You, O Narayani.

With a diadem and a great thunderbolt,
Dazzling with a thousand eyes,
You slew the demon Vritra, O Aindri,

Salutations be to you, 0 Narayani.

You took the form of Shiva’s messenger,
Slaying the mighty hosts of the demons,
O You of terrible form and loud roar,

Salutations be to You, O Narayani.

You have a face with fearsome jaws,
And are adorned with a garland of heads,
O Crusher of Chanda and Munda,

Salutations be to you, 0 Narayani.
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22) Lakshmi lajje maha-vidye, You are prosperity, modesty and wisdom
Shraddhe pushti swadhe dhruve Faith, nourishment, self-establishment

Maha-ratri maha-maye The Great Night and Great lllusion,
Narayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, O Narayani.

23) Medhe Saraswati vare, Excellent Giver of speech and intelligence
Bhuti babhravi tamasi, The Dark-coloured Consort of Shri Vishnu
Niyate tvam prasideshe O Thou, Dispenser of Fate, be propitious.
Narayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, O Narayani

24) Sarva swarupe sarveshe You are the substratum and ruler of all,
Sarva shakti samanvite Possessing every power
Bhaye bhyas-trahi no Devi, Save us from fear and error, O Devi.
Durge Devi namo-'stu te Salutations to You, O Goddess Durga

25) Etat-te vadanam saumyam  May this benign countenance of Yours
Lochana-traya bhushitam Adorned with three eyes,
Patu nah sarva bhiuti-bhyah Protect us from all fears of existence

Katyayani namo-‘stu te Salutations be to You, O Katyayani

26) Jvala-karalam atyugram Blazing with terrible ferocity,
Ashesh‘asura sudanam Completely annihilating the demons,
Trishulam patu no bhiter May Your trident guard us from fear,
Bhadrakali namo-'stu te Salutations be to You, O Bhadrakali.

27) Hinasti Daitya-tejamsi Your bell saps the prowess of the Daityas,
Svanena-purya ya jagat And fills the world with its ringing,
Sa ghanta patu no Devi Guard us, O Devi, as a mother protects
Papebhaye nah sutaniva Her children from all sins and fears.
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28) Asur‘asrigva sapanka May Your sword, smeared with the
Charchitaste Kkar'ojjvalah Mire-like blood and fat of the Asuras,
Shubhéya khadgho bhavatu Gleaming with rays, be for our welfare,
Chandike tvam nata vayam, O Power of divine anger, we bow to You.

Pranatanam prasida Twam Be gracious to those who bow to You.
Devi vishv’arti-harini O Remover of the pains of the Universe
Trai-lokya vasinam idye Worshipped by the Three Worlds
Lokanarh varada bhava (v.35) Be the Boon-giver to those worlds

Here ends the portion sung in Anushtubh Metre.

29. When satisfied, You destroy illness but when wrathful You frustrate
longed-for desires. No calamity befalls men who have sought You.
Those who have sought You become verily a refuge for others.

30. This slaughter that You, O Devi, multiplying Your One Form into many,
have now wrought on the great Asuras who hate righteousness, O
Ambika, which other Goddess can do that work? Who is there except
You in the sciences, in the scriptures, and in the Vedic sayings, the
light the lamp of discrimination? Still You cause this Universe to whirl
about again and again within the dense darkness of the depths of
attachment.

32. Where Rakshasas and snakes of virulent poison abound, where foes
and hosts of robbers exist, where forest conflagrations occur, there
and in the mid-sea, You stand and save world.

Vishveshvari Twam paripasi vishvarm,
Vishv’atmika dharayasiti viShvam
Vishvesha-vandya bhavati bhavanti,

Vishv’'ashraya ye Twayi bhakti-namrah
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34.

35.

36.

38.

40.

44,
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O Queen of the Universe, You protect the Universe. As the Self of the
Universe, You support the Universe. You are the Goddess worthy to be
adored by the Lord of the Universe. Those who bow to You with
devotion become themselves the refuge of the Universe.

O Devi, be pleased and protect us always from fear of foes, as You
have done just now by the slaughter of Asuras. And destroy quickly
the sins of all worlds and the great calamities which have sprung from
the maturing of evil portents.

Pranatanam prasida twam Devi vishv’arti-harini
Trai-lokya-vasinam-idye lokanam varada bhava
O Devi who removes the afflictions of the Universe, be gracious to

those who bow to You. O You worthy of adoration by the dwellers of
the Three Worlds, be boon-giver to the worlds.'

The Devi said: ‘O Devas, | am prepared to bestow a boon. Choose
whatever boon you desire in Your mind, for the welfare of the world. |
shall grant it.'

The Devas said: ‘O Queen of all, in this same manner, You must
destroy all our enemies and all the afflictions of the Three Worlds.

The Devi said: ‘When the twenty-eighth age has arrived during the
period of Vaivasvata Manu, two other great Asuras, Shumbha and
Nishumbha will be born. Then born from the womb of Yashoda, in the
home of cowherd Nanda, and dwelling on the Vindhya mountains, |
will destroy them both. And again having incarnated in a very terrible
form on the Earth, | shall slay the Danavas, who are the descendants
of Viprachitti.

When | shall devour the fierce and great Asuras descended from
Viprachitti, My teeth shall become red like the flower of pomegranate.
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46.

48.

50.

54.
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Therefore when Devas in Heaven and men on the Earth praise Me,
shall always talk of Me as Rakta-dantika- 'red-toothed.’

And again when rain shall fail for a period of hundred vyears,
propitiated by the Munis | shall be born on the drought-ridden Earth,
but not womb-begotten. Then | shall behold the Munis with a hundred
eyes and so mankind shall glorify Me as the Shatakshi -'hundred-eyed.'

At that time, O Devas, | shall maintain the whole world with life-
sustaining vegetables, born out of My own cosmic body, till rains set
in. | shall be famed on the Earth then as Shakambhari —‘herb-nourishing’.

At that very period | shall slay the great Asura named Durgama.
Thereby | shall have the celebrated name of Durga Devi. And again,
assuming a terrible form on the mountain Himalaya, | shall destroy the
Rakshasas for the protection of the Munis. Then all the Munis, bowing
their bodies reverently, shall praise Me, and thereby | shall have the
celebrated name of Bhima Devi —‘awesomely powerful Goddess’.

When the Asura named Aruna shall wreak great havoc in the Three
Worlds, taking a Collective Bee-Form, consisting of innumerable bees,
| shall slay the great Asura for the good of the world. And then people
shall laud Me everywhere as Bhramari —‘bee-formed’. Thus whenever
trouble arises due to the advent of the Danavas, | shall incarnate and
destroy the foes.'

Here ends the Eleventh Chapter called 'Hymn to Narayani' of Devi

Mahatmyam in the Markandeya Purana, during the period of the Manu

Savarni.
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CHAPTER 12
Eulogy of the Merits

The Devi said:

1.

10.

11.

‘Whoever with a concentrated mind shall pray to Me constantly with
these, hymns, | shall without doubt put down every trouble of his; and
those who shall laud the story of the destruction of Madhu and
Kaitabha, the slaughter Nishumbha likewise.

And those also who shall listen with devotion to this sublime poem on
My greatness on the eighth, the fourteenth and on the ninth days of
the fortnight with concentrated mind, to them nothing wrong shall
happen, nor calamities that arise from wrong doings nor poverty and
never separation from beloved ones. He shall not experience fear
from enemies, or from robbers and kings, or from weapon, fire and
flood.

Hence this poem of My greatness must be chanted by men of
concentrated minds and listened to always with devotion; for it is the
supreme course of well-being.

May this poem of My glories quell all epidemic calamities, as also the
threefold natural calamities.

The place of My sanctuary where this poem is duly chanted every day,
| will never forsake and there My presence is certain.

When sacrifice is offered, during worship, in the fire-ceremony, and at
a great festival, all this poem on My acts must be chanted and heard.

| will accept with love the sacrifice and worship that are made and the
fire-offering that is offered likewise, whether they are done with due
knowledge of sacrifice or not.
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12.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

24,
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During autumnal season, when the great annual worship is performed,
the man hearing this glorification of mine with devotion shall certainly
through My grace, be delivered without doubt from all troubles and
be blessed with riches, grains and children.

Hearing this glorification and auspicious appearances of mine, and My
feats of prowess in battles, a man becomes fearless.

Enemies perish, welfare accrues and the family rejoices for those who
listen to this glorification of mine.

Let one listen to this glorification of mine everywhere, at a
propitiatory ceremony, on seeing a bad dream, and when there is the
great evil influence of planets.

By that means evil portents subside, as also the unfavourable
influence of planets, and the bad dream seen by men turns into a
good dream.

It creates peacefulness in children possessed by the seizes of children
i.e., evil spirits, and it is the best promoter of friendship among men
when split occurs in their union.

It diminishes most effectively the power of all men of evil ways. Verily
demons, goblins and ogres are destroyed by its mere chanting.

This entire glorification of Mine draws a devotee very near to Me. And
by offerings of the finest cattle, flowers, Arghya and incenses, and by
perfumes and lamps, by feeding Brahmanas, by oblations, by
sprinkling consecrated water, and by various other offerings and gifts,
if one worships day and night for a year, the gratification, which is
done to Me, is attained by listening but once to this Holy Story of
Mine.

The chanting and hearing of the story of My manifestations removes
sins, grants perfect health and protects one from evil spirits; and when
My martial exploit in the form of the slaughter of the wicked Daityas is
listened to, men will have no fear from enemies.
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37.
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These hymns uttered by You, by the Divine Sages, and those by
Brahma bestow a pious mind. He who is lost on a lonesome spot in a
forest, or is surrounded by forest fire, or who is surrounded by
robbers in a desolate spot, or who is captured by enemies, or is being
pursued by a lion or tiger, or by wild elephants in a forest, or who,
under the orders of a wrathful king, is sentenced to death or
imprisonment, or who is tossed about in his boat by a tempest in the
vast sea, or who is in the most terrible battle under a shower of
weapons, or who is amidst all kinds of dreadful troubles, or is afflicted
with pain - such a man on remembering this story of Mine is saved
from his strait. Through My Power, lions etc., robbers and enemies,
flee to a distance from him who remembers this story of mine.’

The Rishi said: ‘Having spoken thus, the adorable Chandika, fierce in
prowess, vanished on that very spot even as the Devas were gazing
on.

Their foes having been killed, all the Devas also were delivered from
fear; all of them resumed their duties as before and accepted their
shares of sacrifices.

When the exceedingly valorous Shumbha and Nishumbha, the most
fierce foes of the Devas, who brought ruin on the world, and who
were unparalleled in prowess, had been slain by the Devi in battle, the
remaining Daityas went away to Patala-‘Hell.

Thus, O King, the adorable Devi, although Eternal, incarnating again
and again, protects the World.

By Her this Universe is deluded, and it is She who creates this
Universe. And when entreated, She bestows Supreme Knowledge, and
when propitiated, She bestows Prosperity. By Her, Shri Mahakali, who
takes the form of the Great Destroyer at the End of Time, all this
Cosmic Sphere is pervaded.
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40.

41.
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She indeed takes the form of the Great Destroyer at the proper time.
She, the Unborn, indeed becomes this Creation at the time proper for
re-creation. She herself, the Eternal Being, sustains the beings at
another time.

In times of Prosperity, She indeed is Shri Lakshmi, who bestows
Prosperity in the homes of men; and in times of misfortune, She
herself becomes the Goddess of Misfortune, and brings about ruin.

When praised and worshipped with flowers, incense, perfumes, etc.,
She bestows wealth, sons and a mind bent on righteousness and
auspiciousness.

Here ends the Twelfth
Chapter called ‘Eulogy of
the Merits’ of Devi
Mahatmyam in the
\ Markandeya Purana,
during the period of

the Manu Savarni.

Shri Kala-ratri -
‘Dark night of
dissolution’, the
aspect worshipped
on the seventh
night.
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CHAPTER 13
The Bestowing of Boons
to King Suratha and the Merchant

The Rishi said:

1.

10.

11.

12.

‘I have now narrated to you, O King, this sublime poem on the Glory
of the Devi. The Devi is endowed with such majestic power. By Her
this world is upheld. Knowledge is similarly conferred by Her, the
lllusive Power of Bhagavan Vishnu. By Her, yourself, this merchant
and other men of discrimination, are being deluded; and others were
deluded in the past, and will be deluded in the future.

O Great King, take refuge in Her, the Supreme I$hvari. She indeed
when worshipped bestows on men Enjoyment, Heaven and Final
Release from Transmigration.’

Markandeya said to his disciple Bhaguri: ‘O Great Sage, King Suratha
who had become despondent due to his excessive attachment and
the deprivation of his kingdom, and the Merchant, having heard this
speech, prostrated before the illustrious Rishi of severe penances and
immediately prepared to perform austerities.

Both the King and the Merchant, in order to obtain a vision of Amba3,
stationed themselves on the sand-bank of a river and practised
penances, chanting the supreme Devi-suktam -‘Hymn to the Devi’.

Having made an earthen image of the Devi on the sands of the river,
they both worshipped Her with flowers, incense, fire and libation of
water.

Now abstaining from food, and now restraining in their food, with
their minds on Her and with concentration, they both offered
sacrifices sprinkled with blood drawn from their own bodies.

When they, with controlled minds, propitiated Her thus for three
years, Chandika, the Upholder of the World, was well pleased and
spoke to them in visible form.
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24,

26.

28.

Devi Mahatmyam — Chapter 13

The Devi said: ‘What you solicit, O King, and you, O family’s pride,
receive all that from Me. Well-pleased, | bestow those to you both.’

Markandeya said: ‘Then the King chose a kingdom, imperishable even
in another life and in this life itself, his own kingdom wherein the
power of his enemies is destroyed by force.

Then the Wise Merchant also, whose mind was full of dispassion for
the world, chose the knowledge which removes attachments in the
form of ‘mine’ and ‘I’.

The Devi said: ‘O King, after slaying your foes in a few days, you shall
obtain your own kingdom and it shall last with you there.

And, when you are dead, you shall gain another birth from the Deva
Vivasvat Sun, and shall be a Manu -‘law-giver’ on Earth by name
Savarni.

O Best of Merchants, | grant you the boon which you have desired of
me. Supreme Knowledge shall be yours, for your Self-realization’.

Markandeya said: ‘Having thus granted them both the desired boons,
the Devi disappeared forthwith, as they were extolling Her with
devotion.

Having thus gained the boon from the Devi, Suratha, the foremost of
Kshatriyas, shall obtain a new birth through Strya and of his wife
Savarna, and shall be the Manu eighth named Savarni, shall be the
Manu named Savarni.

Here ends the Thirteenth Chapter called ‘The Bestowing of Boons to
Suratha and the Vaisya’ of Devi Mahatmyam in the Markandeya Purana,
during the period of the Manu Savarni.

Here ends the Devi Mahatmyam of 700 Mantras.

OM TAT SAT OM

‘Om, the Supreme Consciousness is alone the Truth of this Universe’
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Notes on the Devi Mahatmyam

Chapter 1. Madhu and Kaitabha.

The Demons Madhu and Kaitabha represent the Left and Right Side
delusions. Madhu —‘Honey, sweetness, liquor, springtime’ represents the
pleasures of the senses, the Left Side delusion, and Kaitabha —‘Buzzing
insect’ represents the incessant activity of the mind and the intellect, the
Right Side delusion that ‘we are doing it’. For our ascent and to keep us in
the Central Channel Shri Vishnu destroys these demons.

Chapters 2-4. The Story of Mahishasura -‘The Buffalo Demon’.

Mahisha is a ‘buffalo’ as well as ‘great, powerful’; Asura is a ‘Demon’. His
father Rambha performed Tapas —‘Austerity’ to Shri Agni —‘God of Fire’ to
get a mighty son who would conquer the Three Worlds (Earth, Sky and
Heaven). Mahishasura was born of a she-buffalo and had a boon that he
could only be killed by a woman, which is why the Gods manifested a
female form with all their powers (Chapter 2). Mahishasura represents the
animalistic nature within us and the lust for wealth and power that evil-
natured people have.

Names for the Gods and Demons

The demons are known by several names in this poem. Often they are
referred to as ‘The Enemies of the Devas’ as well as Asuras, Daityas,
Danavas and Danujas.

Aditi, Diti and Danu were sisters all married to Sage Kashyapa — a ‘mind-
born’ son of Shri Brahma. Aditi’s 12 children were the Adityas —
‘Descendents of Aditi’ who are the main Devas -‘Gods, resplendent, Divine’, also
called Suras -‘Shining’ and Amaras —‘immortals’. The list varies but includes:
Varuna, Mitra, Aryama, Bhaga, Amshuman, Dhata, Indra, Parjanya,
Savitr, Tvashtha, Surya, Vishnu, Pushan, Vivasvan.
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Diti and Danu gave birth to the Demons. Diti’s children are the Daityas -
‘Descendents of Diti’ and Danu’s 100 sons are known as the Danavas or
Danujas —‘Descendents of Danu’. The Danavas, Daityas and other demons
are known as Asuras-‘Demons, opposed to the Gods, not shining.” Although evil-
minded, the Demons are mighty and courageous warriors.

Metres - Shakr’adya Stuti

Three of the four hymns in the Devi Mahatmyam are in Anushtubh Metre
— an easy flowing rhythm — but the Shakradya Stuti in Chapter 4 is in a
more complex metre with verses of 4 x 14 syllable lines sung in 12-time.

12 34 12 34 123

Da di di da di di da di di da di di da da

The stress (2 beats) at the end of the line is alternately on the penultimate
and last syllable. There are several different tunes/versions available on

the internet.
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Rig-vedoktam Devi-siktam

Auspicious Praise of the Goddess from the Rig Veda

Aharih rudrebhir vasubhish charamy’aham
adityair uta vishva-devaih,
Aharh mitra varun’obha bibharmy’aham
indr'agni aham ashvin’obha. 11
| move as the Gods of disease and disaster, and as those who bless,
| am with the Adityas and all the Deities, supporting both Mitra,
Lord of Earth and Varuna, Lord of the Ocean, | am Indra, King of the Gods,
Agni, the Lord of Fire, and the Divine Physician Twins.

Aham Somam-ahanasam bibharmy’aham
Twashtaram uta Pishanam Bhagam,
Aham dadhami dravinam havishmate
supravye yajamanaya sunvate. | 2|
| maintain the pressed-out Soma juice, | direct the Divine Builder, and govern
Pushan and Bhaga, the Gods of Wealth; | support the well-being of those
who offer oblations attentively and worship righteously.

Aham rashtri sarh-gamani vasunam
chikitushi prathama yagiiyiyanam,
Tam Ma deva vyadadhuh purutra
bhuri-sthatrarm bhury’aveshayantim. 113l
I am the Empress of all the Gods, known as the foremost of those to be
worshipped, | am omnipresent, as the Gods, and pervading everywhere,
in every way, at all times.

Maya so annamatti yo vipashyati yah praniti ya 1 $hrin’otyuktam,
Amantavo mamn ta upakshiyanti Shrudhi shruta
shraddhivam te vadami. 114

Through me alone all mortals hear and see, breathe and speak, not knowing
That they abide in Me. Listen as | reveal the truth to you.
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Rig-vedoktam Devi-suktam

Aham-eva swayam-idam vadami jushtam
devebhir-uta manushebhih,
Yam kamaye-tam tam-ugrarm Krinomi
tam-brahmanam tam-rishim tam-sumedham. [5I
Lovingly | care for Gods and men who seek the Self,
Fiercely | destroy lustful people, whether Brahmins, Seers or Scholars

Aham rudraya dhanura tanomi
brahma-dvishe sharave hantava u,
Aham janaya samadarm krinomy’aham
dyava-prithivia vivesha. 16l
| draw back the bow for the Lord who destroys evil, so his arrow strikes
the hater of God. I stir up fervour in people;
throughout Heaven and Earth | extend.

Aham suve pitaramasya miurdhan-mama
yonir-apsvantah samudre,
Tato vi tishthe bhuvan’anu vishv’'otaman dyarn
varshman’opa sprishami. 171
I am all from the Father in the Highest Heaven on my head, to the life-yielding

Water of the Oceans. Therefore | pervade this Universe and everything in it
While yet remaining beyond.

Ahame-eva vata ida pravamy’arabha-mana bhuvanani vishva,
Paro diva para ena prithivyai tavati mahina sam babhuva. 18Il
It is | indeed who like the wind, blow life into this Universe,
Still remaining far above this world in My Divine Splendour.

This praise is recited after the Devi Mahatmyam. Parts of this praise will
seem familiar as they also appear in the Devi Atharva Sheersha. (v.1,2,3,7)
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Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama Stotram

‘The Thousand Names of Shri Lalita’
From the Brahmanda Purdna

Om Shri Ganeshaya namah
‘Salutations to the Remover of Obstacles’

Om
Shri-mata Shri-maha-rajii, Shrimat-sitmh'asan‘eshvari,
Chid-agni-kunda-sambhuta, Deva-karya-samudyata. (1)

Om, Sacred Mother, Great Empress, Supreme Goddess of the Lion-throne;
Born out of the sacred fire-pit of consciousness, You emerge for a Divine purpose.

Udyad-bhanu-sahasrabha, Chatur-bahu-samanvita,
Raga-swarupa-pash‘adhya, Krodh'akar‘ankush‘ojjvala. (2)

Shining like a thousand rising suns, You are endowed with four arms;
Holding a noose as the form of passions, blazing with a goad as the form of anger.

Mano-rup‘ekshu-kodanda, Pancha-tanmatra-sayaka,
Nij’aruna-prabha-pira- majjad-brahmanda-mandala. (3)

Wielding a sugar-cane bow in the form of mind, and the five elements as arrows;
You fill the whole Universe with Your own rose-tinted brilliance.

Champak'ashoka-punnaga- saugandhika-lasat-kacha,
Kuruvinda-mani-Shreni- kanat-kotira-mandita. /14 (4)

Your Hair has a Beautiful Fragrance of Champaka, Ashoka and Punnaga Flowers;
And You are adorned with a Crown of the Finest Rubies.

Ashtami-chandra-vibhraja- dalika-sthala-Shobhita,
Mukha-chandra-kalafikabha- mriga-nabhi-visheshaka. (5)

Your Forehead is resplendent like the Half-moon on the Eighth Day;
With Your Musk Tilak as a dark spot on the face of the moon.
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Shri Laliti Sabasra-nima
Vadana-smara-maiigalya- griha-torana-chillika,
Vaktra-lakshmi-parivaha- chalan-min’abha-lochana. (6)

The Eyebrows in Your smiling face are the arches to the wedding palace of Cupid;
And Your eyes are like darting fishes in the ocean of beauty of Your face.

Nava-champaka-pushpabha- nasa-danda-virajita,
Tara-kanti-tiras-kari- nasa-bharana-bhasura. /20] (7)
Your Nose is like a newly opened Champaka blossom;
And the Brilliance of Your Diamond Nose-ring puts the Stars to shame.

Kadamba-maiijari-Klripta- karna-pura-manohara,

Tatanka-yugali-bhuta- tapan-odupa-mandala. (8)
The Adornment of Kadamba flowers all around Your ears makes You fascinating;
With the Orbs of the Sun and Moon as Your Ear-rings.

Chorus: (after every eighth verse if sung to the tune of ‘Tere Hi Guna Gate Hai’)

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Incarnated as our Holy Mother Shri Mataj
Shri Nirmala Devyai namo namah (x2) Salutations to You for ever.

Padma-raga-shil‘adarsha- pari-bhavi-kapola-bhuh,
Nava-vidruma-bimba-shri- nyak-kari-radanach-chhada. (9)
Your Cheeks surpass the Beauty of Mirrors made of Rubies;
And Your Delicate Lips humble the shining beauty of fresh coral or Bimba fruit.

Shuddha-vidy'ankur-akara- dvija-pankti-dvay'ojjvala,
Karpura-vitika-moda- samakarshi-digantara. (10)
Your Shining Teeth are two rows of sprouts of the Pure Knowledge;
The Betel leaves and camphor that You chew, make the whole Universe fragrant.

Nija-sallapa-madhurya- vinir-bhatsita-kachchhapi,
Manda-smita-prabha-piura- majjat-kamesa-manasa. /28] (11)

The Melody of Your Voice puts to shame the Veena of Shri Saraswati;
And into the stream of Your Entrancing Smile the Mind of Shri Siva is drowned.
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Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama

Anakalita-sadrishya- chibuka-shri-virajita,
Kamesha-baddha-mafigalya- sutra-Shobhita-kandhara. (12)
Your Chin is a splendid adornment which has no comparison;
And beautifying Your Neck is the Mangala-sutra tied by Shri Shiva Himself.

Kanak’angada-keyura- kamaniya-bhujanvita,
Ratna-graiveya-chintaka- lola-mukta-phal’anvita. (13)
Around Your lovely arms are various bangles and ornaments of gold;
And gem-encrusted pendants and pearl necklaces encircle Your neck.

Kameshwara-prema-ratna- mani-prati-pana-stani,

Nabhy-alavala-romali- lata-phala-kucha-dvayi. (14)
Your Breasts are an expression of the Precious Jewel of the Love of Shri Shiva,
And hang like fruits on the creeper-like line of hair rising from Your navel.

Lakshya-roma-latadhara- ta-samunneya-madhyama,
Stana-bhara-dalan-madhya- patta-bandha-vali-traya. /36] (15)
Your Waist is so slender it can be adjudged only from the line of hair,
The Three Folds on Your stomach form a support for the weight of Your breasts.

Arun‘aruna-kausumbha- vastra-bhaswat-kati-tati,
Ratna-kinkinika-ramya- rashana-dama-bhushita. (16)
Your Hips are resplendent in a Sari as red as the Sun,
With a Golden Belt decorated with Tiny Bells.
Chorus:
Kamesha-giiyata-saubhagya- marda-voru-dvay'anvita,
Manikya-mukut'akara- janu-dvaya-virajita. (17)
The Beauty and Smoothness of Your thighs is known only to Lord Shiva,
And Your Two Knees are like Crowns of Precious Jewels.

Indra-gopa-parikshipta- smara-tunabha-jafighika,

Gudha-gulpha Karma-prishtha- jayishnu-prapad'anvita. (18)
Your Calves are the Quivers of the God of Love covered with sparkling jewels,
With Hidden Ankles, and Fore-feet shaped like tortoise-shells.
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Shri Laliti Sahasra-nama

Nakha-didhiti-samchhanna- namaj-jana-tamo-guna,
Pada-dvaya-prabhajala- parakrita-saroruha. [45] (19)
The Brilliance of Your Toenails dispels the darkness of Tamo Guna of those

who bow to You; And Your Holy Feet defeat the Lotus in Radiant Beauty.

Sifijana-mani-maiijira- mandita Shri-pad‘ambuja,
Marali-manda-gamana, Maha-lavanya-Shevadhih. (20)
Your Sacred Lotus-Feet are adorned with jingling anklets,
And Your Gait is graceful like a swan, O Great Treasure-house of Beauty.

Sarv'arun'anavady'angi, Sarv‘'abharana-bhushita,
Shiva-kameshwar'aiikastha, Shiva Swadhina-vallabha. (21)
Wholly rosy, Your body is faultlessly beautiful, adorned with every ornament;
Seated on the thigh of Lord Shiva, You are His Other Half,
and He is completely Your own.

Sumeru-madhya-srifigha-stha, Shriman-nagara-nayika,
Chintamani-gruhanta-stha, Paficha-brahm'asana-sthita. (22)
Residing on the Middle Peak of Mount Meru, You are Queen of the Auspicious City,
Occupying the Mansion of Wish-fulfilling Gems,
on a Couch of the Five Aspects of God.

Maha-padmatavi-samstha, Kadamba-vana-vasini,
Sudha-sagara-madhya-stha, Kam'akshi Kama-dayinl. /63] (23)
You dwell in the Great Lotus Grove, residing in the Forest of Kadamba trees,

Standing amidst the Ocean of Nectar, You are the Lovely-eyed,
Fulfiller of all desires.

Devarshi-gana-safighata- stiyaman-atma-vaibhava,
Bhandasura-vadh‘odyukta- shakti-sena-sam-anvita. (24)
Your Greatness is extolled by the assembly of Gods and Sages,
As You emerge with an army of Shaktis to destroy Bhandasura.
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Shri Lalita Sahasra-nima
Sampat-kari-sam-arudha- sindhura-vraja-sevita,
Ashwarudh'adhi-shthit'aswa- koti-kotibhi-ravrita. (25)
Followed by a herd of elephants (sense impressions) controlled by Sampat-kari,
And crores and crores of horses (sense objects) led by Ashva-rudha.

Chakra-raja-rath'aradha- sarv‘ayudha-parish-Krita,

Geya-chakra-rath'arudha- mantrini-pari-sevita. (26)
You are mounted on the Chakra-rdja chariot brandishing all kinds of weapons,
And followed by Shri Mantrini on the Geya-chakra chariot.

Kiri-chakra-rath'arudha- danda-natha-puraskKkrita,
Jvala-malini-kakshipta- vahni-prakara-madhya-ga. ;717  (27)
Ahead rides Danda-natha mounted on the Kiri-chakra chariot,
And you are surrounded by a fortress of fire created by Jvala-malini.

Bhanda-sainya-vadh'od-yukta- Shakti-vikrama-harshita,

Nitya-par‘akram'atopa- nirikshana-sam-utsuka. (28)
You are Joyful at the sight of the Shaktis about to destroy the army of
Bhandasura, And You rejoice at the Valour of the Nitya Goddesses.

Bhanda-putra-vadh'od-yukta- Bala-vikrama-nandita,

Mantriny'amba-virachita- vishanga-vadha-toshita. (29)
You are Pleased with the Courage of Shri Bala in killing the sons of Bhanda,
And Mother Mantrini’s destruction of Vishanga (hatred) gives you satisfaction.

Vishukra-prana-harana- varahi-virya-nandita,
Kameshwara-mukhaloka- kalpita-shri-ganeshvara. (30)
Brave Varaht’s taking the life of Vishukra (impurity) gives You joy,
O You who created Shri Ganesha by a mere glance at the face of Shri Sadashiva.

Maha-ganesha-nirbhinna- vighna-yantra-praharshita,
Bhand'asurendra-nirmukta- shastra-praty‘astra-varshini. (31)

You are overjoyed at Shri Ganesha’s breaking of the obstacle-creating Yantra,
And You rain weapons on the demon-king Bhanda as he releases his missiles.
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Shri Lalita Sahasra-nima
Kar‘anguli-nakh'otpanna- narayana-dash'akritih,
Maha-pashupat'astragni- nirdagdh'asura-sainika. (32)
From Your fingernails spring forth the ten incarnations of Shri Vishnu,
And the fire of Your Maha-pashupata missile destroys the army of demons.

Kameshvar'astra-nirdagdha- sa-bhandasura-shunyaka,
Brahm'opendra-mahendr‘adi- deva-samstuta-vaibhava. (33)

Destroying Bhandasura and his city Shunyaka with Your Kimeshwara missile,
Your glory is praised by Shri Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva and the other Gods.

Hara-netr'agni-sam-dagdha- kama-samjivan-aushadhih,
Shrimad-vag-bhava-kiitaika- swariipa-mukha-paiikaja.  (34)
You are the medicine that gave back life to the God of Love when He was

destroyed by the fire from the eyes of Shri Shiva, Your Lotus Face is first part
of the 15-syllabled Mantra as the source of speech.

Kanth'adhah-Kkati-paryanta- madhya-kuta-swarupini,
Shakti-kiitaika-tapanna- katyadho-bhaga-dharini. /s7] (35)
From neck to waist You form the Middle part of the 15-syllabled mantra.

And below the waist, the third creative portion of the 15-syllabled mantra.

Mula-mantr‘atmika Mula- kuta-traya-kalebara,
Kul'amrit'aika-rasika, Kula-sanketa-palini. (36)
You are the Soul of the Root Mantra, Your Body being the Three Portions of
the Root Mantra; You relish the nectar of the Kula, ie. the Six Chakras

below Sahasrara, and You protect their boundaries.

Kul'afigana Kul‘anta-stha, Kaulini Kula-yogini,

Akula Samay'anta-stha, Samay'achara-tatpara. (37)
O Chaste Lady, residing in the Sacrum bone, whose creation is the chakras,
who knows all the secret techniques of the path to Self-realisation; You are
beyond all categories and reside in the Sahasrara, and are to be found through

inner worship. You are devoted to those who worship You internally.
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Shri Laliti Sahasra-nama
Muladhar'aika-nilaya Brahma-granthi-vibhedini,
Manipur‘antar-udita Vishnu-granthi-vibhedini. (38)
Residing first in the Muladhara, You break the knot of Brahma (below the Nabhi)
After rising inside the Nabhi, You break the knot of Vishnu (below the Heart).

Agiiya-chakr'antarala-stha, Rudra-granthi-vibhedini,
Sahasrar'ambuj‘arudha, Sudha-sar‘abhi-varshini. /106] (39)
After establishing at Agiya Chakra, You break the knot of Rudra (Shri Shiva)

Ascending on the thousand-petalled lotus, You rain a shower of Divine Nectar.

Tadillata-sama-ruchih, shat-chakr‘opari-samsthita,
Maha-shaktih Kundalini, Bisa-tantu-taniyasi. (40)
As brilliant as lightning, You remain stationed above the six chakras,

The great energy, coiled and resting in the Sacrum bone, as slender as a lotus
stalk.

Bhavani Bhavan'agamya, Bhav'aranya-kutharika,
Bhadra-priya Bhadra-murtir Bhakta-saubhagya-dayini. (41)
The Life of the Universe, approached through contemplation, You cut
down the forest of rebirths; Fond of the auspicious, of auspicious form,
You give all good qualities to Your devotees.

Bhakti-priya Bhakti-gamya, Bhakti-vashya Bhay'apaha,
Shambhavi Sharad'aradhya, Sharvani Sharma-dayini.  (42)
Fond of devotion, attained through devotion, obedient to the demands of
devotees, completely removing their fear; Compassionate Wife of Shri Shiva,
worshipped by Shri Saraswati, You are the Shakti of Shri Shiva, who confers

happiness.

Sham-kari Shri-kari Sadhvi, Sharach-chandra-nibh’anana,
Shat-odari Shanti-mati, Nir-adhara Nir-afijana. [133] (43)
Creator of auspiciousness, maker of holiness and splendour, most virtuous and
chaste, Your face is radiant like the autumn moon; Slender-waisted,
whose nature is peace, You are unsupported, and unstained by any blemish.

136



Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama
Nirlepa Nirmala Nitya, Nir-akara Nir-akula,
Nirguna Nishkala Shanta, Nishkama Nir-upaplava. (44)
Without impurity, immaculate and eternal, without form, ever calm and steady;
Beyond attributes, indivisible, and ever peaceful, desireless, and indestructible.

Nitya-mukta Nir-vikara, Nish-prapaficha Nir-ashraya,

Nitya-Shuddha Nitya-buddha, Nir-avadya Nir-antara. (45)
Ever free, changeless, beyond the material world, without any basis or shelter;
Eternally pure, ever awakened, beyond any blame, and undifferentiated.

Nish-karana Nish-kalafika, Nir-upadhir Nir-iswara,
Niraga Raga-mathani, Nirmada Mada-nashini. (46)
You exist without any previous cause, faultlessly Brilliant, Absolute, and Supreme;

Free from passion, You crush the passions; unintoxicated, You destroy
intoxication.

Nischinta Nir-ahamkara, Nir-moha Moha-nashini,

Nirmama Mamata-hantri, Nishpapa Papa-nashini. /1677 (47)
Being beyond thought, You have no ego; being without illusion, You destroy
illusions; Having no selfishness, You destroy selfishness;

being Sinless, You destroy wickedness.

Nish-krodha Krodha-shamani, Nir-lobha Lobha-nashini,
Nih-samshaya Samshaya-ghni, Nir-bhava Bhava-nashini. (48)
Being without anger, You neutralise anger; being without avarice, You destroy greed,
Being without doubt, You remove doubt;
being unborn, You destroy the cycle of births.

Nir-vikalpa Nir-abadha, Nirbheda Bheda-nashini,

Nir-nasha Mrityu-mathani, Nishkriya Nish-parigraha. (49)
Free of mental activity, undisturbed; beyond duality, You destroy dualism;
Indestructible, You eradicate death; beyond action, You have no support or
property.
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Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama
Nistula Nila-chikura, Nirapaya Niratyaya,
Dur-labha Dur-gama Durga, DuhKkha-hantri Sukha-prada. (50)
Incomparable Goddess, black-haired; who cannot be harmed, or ever transgress;

Hard to attain, hard to reach, You are the Goddess who protects us from all evil,
removing sorrows, and granting happiness.

Dushta-dura Dur-achara- Shamani Dosha-varjita,
Sarva-gitya Sandra-karuna, Sam’anadhika-varjita. /798] (51)
Unattainable by the unrighteous, You annul wrong deeds, being free of faults;

All-knowing, and intensely compassionate, You have none to equal You.

Sarva-shakti-may1 Sarva- mangala Sad-gati-prada,
Sarveshwari Sarva-mayi, Sarva-mantra-swarupini. (52)

All power and energy are You, all auspiciousness, and our guide to the right path;
Supreme Ruler of everything, everything is in You, and all mantras are Your forms.

Sarva-yantr’atmika Sarva- tantra-rupa Manon-mani,
Maheshwari Mahadevi, Maha-lakshmi Mrida-priya. (53)
You are the Essence of all Yantras, the Subject of all sacred treatises,

and You uplift the mind; The Great Goddess, Shakti of Shri Sadashiva,
the Power of Shri Vishnu, the Beloved of Shri Shiva.

Maha-rupa Maha-pijya, Maha-pataka-nashini,

Maha-maya Maha-sattwa, Maha-Shaktir Maha-ratih. (54)
You are the Mightiest Form, the Highest Object of worship, and You destroy the
greatest of sins; You are the Great Illlusory Power, as well as the Highest Reality;

You are the Supreme Energy, and the Greatest Bliss.

Maha-bhoga Mahaiswarya, Maha-virya Maha-bala, [222]
Maha-buddhir Maha-siddhir, Maha-yogeshwar’eShwari. (55)
You are the Highest Enjoyment, the Supreme Ruler, of great courage, and great
strength; The Greatest Wisdom and the Highest Attainment, the Goddess of the

greatest of yogis.
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Maha-tantra Maha-mantra, Maha-yantra Mahasana,
Maha-yaga-kram-aradhya, Maha-bhairava-pujita. (56)
The Highest Technique, the Greatest Mantra, the Most Powerful Yantra,

and the Highest Throne; You are the Object of the highest ceremonies,
and are worshipped by the eternal form of Lord Shiva.

Maheshvara-maha-kalpa- maha-tandava-sakshini,

Maha-kamesha-mahishi, Maha-tripura-sundari. (57)
You witness the mighty dance of Lord Shiva at the end of the great cycle of time;
Queen of Shri Shiva, You are the Great Empress of the three worlds.

Chatuh-shashty'upa-charadhya, Chatuh-shashti-kala-mayi,

Maha-chatuh-shashti-koti- yogini-gana-sevita. (58)
Worshipped with the sixty-four offerings, You are the essence of the sixty-four arts;
And are the Great One served by sixty-four crores of yoginis.

Manu-vidya Chandra-vidya, Chandra-mandala-madhya-ga,
Charu-rupa Charu-hasa, Charu-chandra-kala-dhara. /243] (59)
You are the lore of mantras, the knowledge of the Chandra, and stand at the

centre of the orb of the moon (Sahasrara); Of beautiful form, with a beautiful
smile, You wear the moon in its beautiful crescent phase.

Char‘achara-jagan-natha, Chakra-raja-niketana,

Parvati Padma-nayana, Padma-raga-sama-prabha. (60)
Mistress of all that moves or moves not, dwelling in the king of chakras (Sahasrara);
Daughter of the Mountain, lotus-eyed, You gleam like ‘lotus of love’ rubies.

Pancha-pret'asan‘asina, Pancha-brahma-swartpini,

Chin-mayi Param-ananda, Vigiiyana-ghana-rupini. (61)
Seated on a throne of five corpses, the five forms of God are manifestations of You;
You are Consciousness, the Supreme Bliss, and Your Form is Knowledge Solidified.
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Dhyana-dhyatri-dhyeya-rupa, Dharm‘adharma-vivarjita,
Vishwa-rupa Jagarini, Swapanti Taijas-atmika. (62)
You manifest as the Meditation, the Meditator and the Object of Meditation, and

You are Free of any right or wrong conduct; The ‘Universal’ is Your form in the
Waking State, and ‘Full of Light’ in the Dreaming State.

Supta Pragiy‘atmika Turya, Sarv'avastha-vivarjita,
Srishti-kartri Brahma-rupa, Goptri Govinda-rupini. /267] (63)
You are ‘Wisdom’ in the Deep Sleep State, and the Fourth State of Pure Spirit;

and You are beyond all the States of Consciousness; You create this Universe,
in the Form of Shri Brahma, and You protect it, in the Form of Shri Vishnu.

Samharini Rudra-rupa, Tirodhana-karishvari,
Sada-shiv'anu-graha-da, Pafncha-kritya-parayana. (64)
You destroy this World, in Your Form as Shri Shiva, withdrawing it into Yourself;
Eternal Spirit, You recreate this Universe, ever intent on the five functions of the Divine.

Bhanu-mandala-madhya-stha, Bhairavi Bhaga-malini,
Padmasana Bhagavati, Padma-nabha-sahodari. (65)
Occupying the Orb of the Sun, You are Shri Bahairavi, adorned with All Good
Qualities; Seated on a Lotus, endowed with the Divine qualities, You are the Sister
(share the abdomen with) the Lotus-navelled Shri Vishnu.

Unmesha-nimish'otpanna- vipanna-bhuvan‘avali,
Sahasra-shirsha-vadana, Sahasr'akshi Sahasra-pat. (66)

The Universe arises and disappears with the opening and closing of Your Eyes;
You have a Thousand Heads and Faces, a Thousand Eyes, and a Thousand Feet.

A-brahma-kita-janani, Varn‘ashrama-vidhayini,
Nij‘agiiya-rupa-nigama, Puny'apunya-phala-prada. /288] (67)
O Mother of all from Brahma to the smallest worm, You ordain the four castes

and four stages of life; The Vedas are Your commands, O Giver of the fruits
of auspicious or wicked acts.
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Shruti-simanta-sindiiri- krita-padabja-dhilika,

Sakal'agama-sarmdoha- shukti-samputa-mauktika. (68)
The dust from Your Lotus Feet is the red spot adorning the forehead of the scriptures;
And You are the pearl at the heart of all the sacred texts.

Purush'artha-prada Purna, Bhogini Bhuvaneshvari,
Ambik'anadi-nidhana, Hari-brahm’endra-sevita. (69)
Giving the four fruits of life, ever complete, you are the enjoyer of the highest bliss,
and the Supreme Ruler of the Universe; O Mother, without beginning or end,
You are served by Shri Vishnu, Brahma and Indra.

Narayani Nada-rupa, Nama-rupa-vivarjita,
Hrim-kari Hrimm-mati Hridya, Heyopadeya-varjita. (70)
Shri Mahalakshmi, our only refuge, of the form of sound, You are free of
any name or form; You are the sacred syllable Hrim, the epitome of modesty,
residing in the heart, neither rejecting nor accepting anything.

Raja-raj'archita Rajiii, Ramya Rajiva-lochana,

Rafijjani Ramani Rasya, Ranat-Kinkini-mekhala. /312] (71)
Worshipped by Shri Kubera, O Empress, beautiful, with eyes like lotuses;
Joy-giving, enchanting, the bliss to be tasted, You wear a belt of tinkling bells.

Rama Rakendu-vadana, Rati-rupa Rati-priya,

Raksh'akari Rakshasa-ghni, Rama Ramana-lampata. (72)
You are Shri Lakshmi, with a face like the full moon, pleasure is one of Your forms,
and You revived the God of Love through fondness for His wife; O Protectress,
Destroyer of demons, You are the epitome of virtuous womanhood,

desiring the company of Your husband.

Kamya Kama-kala-rapa, Kadamba-Kusuma-priya,

Kalyani Jagati-kanda, Karuna-rasa-sagara. (73)
Pure desire leads to You, who are the spark of desire that gives rise to this creation;
Fond of Kadamba blossoms; You are everything auspicious,

the Root of the world; the Ocean of Compassion.
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Kala-vati Kal'alapa, Kanta Kadambari-priya,
Varada Vama-nayana, Varuni-mada-vihvala. (74)
Endowed with the sixty-four arts, and speaking sweetly, beautiful, fond of honey;
Bestower of boons, lovely-eyed, You are intoxicated with the bliss of Varuni nadi.

Vishw'adhika Veda-vedya, Vindhy‘achala-nivasini,
Vidhatri Veda-janani, Vishnu-maya Vilasini. [340] (75)
You transcend this Universe, being the sacred knowledge to be known, O Dweller

in the Vindhya mountains; As the Shakti of Shri Brahma, You are the Mother of all
sacred knowledge; as the creative power of Shri Vishnu, the Universe is Your sport.

Kshetra-swarupa Kshetreshi, Kshetra-kshetra-giiya-palini,
Kshaya-vriddhi-vinir-mukta, Kshetra-pala-sam-archita. (76)
This field (body and psyche) is Your form, and You rule over it, protecting both
the field and the witnessing Spirit; Completely free of both growth or decay;
You are the One worshiped by Lord Shiva, the Protector of this life.

Vijaya Vimala Vandya, Vandaru-jana-vatsala,

Vag-vadini Vamakeshi, Vahni-mandala-vasini. (77)
You are Victorious, Immaculate, the Goddess to be saluted, loving Your
devotees as Your own children; The Source of Speech, Ruler of the Left Side,

You reside in the circle of fire.

Bhakti-mat-kalpa-latika, Pashu-pasha-vimochini,
Sam-hrit-ashesha-pashanda, Sad-achara-pra-vartika. (78)
You fulfill the desires of Your devotees, and release us from the bonds
of animal nature; Destroying all disbelief in the scriptures, You teach us
the way of a good life.

Tapa-tray’agni-samtapta- samahladana-chandrika,

Taruni Tapas’aradhya, Tanu-madhya Tamo‘paha. [361] (79)
Your moon-like radiance soothes those afflicted by the three tormenting fires;
Ever young, worshipped through renunciation, of slender waist,

the Remover of darkness.
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Chitis-tat-pada-lakshy'artha, Chid-eka-rasa-rupini,
Swatm‘ananda-lavi-bhuta- brahm‘ady'ananda-santatih. (80)
Pure Consciousness, denoted by the word ‘tat’, Your form is only consciousness;
The bliss of Brahma and the other gods is merely a tiny speck of Your joy.

Para Pratyak-chiti-rupa, Pashyanti Paradevata,

Madhyama Vaikhari-rupa, Bhakta-manasa-hamsika. (81)
You are beginning of Speech, as the spirit within, the perceiving stage, as the
Supreme Deity; You are the middle stage of speech, and the form of utterance,

You are the swan of discrimination on the lake of the minds of devotees.

Kameshvara-prana-nadi, Krita-giiya Kama-pujita,
Shrifigara-rasa-sampiirna, Jaya Jalan-dhara-sthita. (82)
You are the channel of life energy for Shri Shiva, the Knower of all deeds,

worshipped at the holy city of Kdmaridpa,; Full of the highest bliss, You are the
victorious Goddess, whose place is Jalandhara, the water-bearer.

Odyana-pitha-nilaya, Bindu-mandala-vasini,
Rahoyaga-kram'aradhya, Rahas-tarpana-tarpita. /382] (83)
You reside at the holy seat of Odyana, and in the circle of Bindu at the centre

of the Shri Chakra; You are worshipped by secret (inner) ceremonies,
and are pleased by inner surrendering.

Sadyah-prasadini Vishva- sakshini Sakshi-varjita,

Shad-aniga-devata-yukta, Shad-gunya-pari-purita. (84)
You bestow grace easily, O Witness of the Universe, whom none can witness;
Accompanied by the deities of the six limbs, You are full of the six divine attributes.

Nitya-klinna Nir-upama, Nirvana-sukha-dayini,
Nitya-shodashika-riapa, Shri-kanth'ardha-sharirini. (85)

Eternally compassionate, without equal, You grant the bliss of liberation;
The sixteen Nitya Goddesses are Your forms, You are the half-body of Lord Shiva.
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Prabhavati Prabha-rupa, Prasiddha Parameshvari,
Miula-prakritir-avyakta, Vyakt'avyakta-swarupini. (86)
Full of light, as light is Your form, You are the Established, Supreme Ruler
of the Universe; You are the Kundalini Shakti, imperceptible,
both the manifest and the unmanifest are Your forms.

Vyapini Vividh-akara, Vidy‘avidya-swarupini,
Mahakamesha-nayana- kumud'ahlada-kaumudi. /403] (87)

All-pervading, of manifold forms, You manifest as true knowledge and false;
Shri Shiva’s eyes blossom at the sight of You like lotuses under the full moon.

Bhakta-harda-tamo-bheda- bhanu-mad-bhanu-santatih,
Shiva-diti Shiv'aradhya, Shiva-mirtih Shivam-Kkari. (88)
You are the radiance of the Sun dispelling the darkness in the hearts of devotees;

Lord Shiva is Your messenger, He worships You, He is an embodiment of You,
O Creator of all auspiciousness.

Shiva-priya Shiva-para, Shishteshta Shishta-pijita,

Aprameya Swa-prakasha, Mano-vacham-agochara. (89)
Beloved of Lord Shiva, who is beyond Shri Shiva, O Highest Wisdom, worshipped
by the wise; Immeasurable, Self-luminous, beyond the reach of mind and speech.

Chit-shaktish Chetana-rupa, Jada-shaktir Jad'atmika,

Gayatri Vyahritih Sandhya, Dvija-vrinda-nishevita. (90)
You are the Power of Consciousness, thought is Your form, You are the Power of
the Universe and the Essence of Creation; You are the sacred Gayatri mantra, the
utterance thereof, and the dusk when it is to be said,

accompanied by the worship of the twice-born Men of God.

Tattw'asana Tat Twam Ayil, Pancha-kosh'antara-sthita,
Nih-sima-mahima Nitya- yauvana Mada-shalini. /431] (91)
You are seated in the principles, being the Brahman, the Shakti, and the
manifestation, standing within the five sheaths; Of unbounded greatness,
Eternally youthful, You are full of rapturous delight.
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Mada-ghurnita-rakt'akshi, Mada-patala-ganda-bhiuh,

Chandana-drava-digdh'angi, Champeya-kusuma-priya. (92)
Your reddened eyes are rolled in rapture, and Your cheeks are flushed with delight;
Your body is anointed with sandal paste, and You are fond of Champaka flowers.

Kushala Komal‘akara, Kuru-kulla Kuleshvari,
Kula-kundalaya Kaula- marga-tatpara-sevita. (93)
O Skillful Goddess, of tender form, Shri Kuru-kulla, Ruler of Sushumna Nadi;

You reside in the Mdladhar, and are served by those devoted to the Kaula path.

Kumara-gana-nath’amba, Tushtih Pushtir-matir-dhritih,
Shantih Swasti-mati Kantir, Nandini Vighna-nashini. (94)
Mother of Shri Karttikeya and Ganesha, You are Enjoyment, Nourishment,
Intelligence and Steadfastness; You are Peace, Good Fortune, Love,
O Joy-giving Destroyer of obstacles.
Tejovati Tri-nayana, Lolakshi-kama-rupini,
Malin1 Hamsini Mata, Malay’achala-vasini. [458] (95)
Bearer of light, with three eyes, O beautiful lady, all loveliness and desire personified;
Adorned with a garland, Swan-like, Mother; You reside in the Malaya mountains.

Su-mukhi Nalini Su-bhrith, Shobhana Sura-nayika,
Kala-kanthi Kanti-mati, Kshobhini Stiikshma-rupini. (96)
O Beautiful-faced, Lotus, of lovely eyebrows; beautiful, Queen of the Devas;
Wife of Shri Shiva, of all loveliness, You agitate this creation, and are of Subtle form.

Vajreshvari Vama-devi, Vayo'vastha-vivarjita,

Siddheshvari Siddha-vidya, Siddha-mata Yashaswini. (97)
Mighty Goddess, beautiful Goddess, Devoid of any changes of age; Ruler of the
Self-realised, You are their Knowledge, and their Mother, of great fame and glory.

Vishuddhi-chakra-nilaya- "rakta-varna Tri-lochana,
Khatvaig'adi-pra-harana, Vadan'aika-samanvita. (98)
Residing at Vishuddhi chakra, You are red coloured, and three-eyed;
With a skull-topped club and other weapons, and having one face.
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Payas‘anna-priya Tvak-stha, Pashu-loka-bhayaii-kari,
Amrit'adi-mahashakti- samvrita Dakin‘iShwarl. 484 (99)
Fond of food made with milk, You invest the skin, and create fear in those of

bestial nature; You are surrounded by Amruta and other great potencies
(the sixteen vowels), and are known as Goddess Dakini.

Anahat‘'abja-nilaya, Shyam'abha Vadana-dvaya,

Danshtr'ojjval'aksha-mal‘adi- dhara Rudhira-samsthita. (100)
Dwelling in the Anahata Lotus, You are dark-hued and brilliant, with two faces;
Of gleaming tusks, adorned with a garland of letters, You invest the blood.

Kala-ratry'adi-shakty'augha- vrita Snigdh‘audana-priya,

Maha-virendra-varada, Rakiny'amba-swarupini. (101)
Surrounded with Shaktis such as Kalaratri (letters ka to tha), fond of food made
with ghee; Giver of boons to the greatest of heroes, Your form is Mother Rakinti.

Manipur‘abja-nilaya, Vadana-traya-samyuta,
Vajr'adik‘ayudh-opeta, Damary'adi-bhir-avrita. (102)
Abiding in the Manipura Lotus, and endowed with three faces,
Equipped with the thunderbolt and other weapons, surrounded with Shaktis
starting with damart (letters da to pha)

Rakta-varna Mamsa-nishtha, Gud'anna-prita-manasa,
Samasta-bhakta-sukhada, Lakiny'amba-swarupinl. /503] (103)

Red-coloured, You are placed in the flesh, highly pleased with offerings made with
Jaggery; Granting happiness to all Your devotees, Your form is Mother Lakint.

Swadhishthan'ambuja-gata, Chatur-vaktra-manohara,

Shilady'ayudha-sampanna, Pita-varn'ati-garvita. (104)
Residing in the Swadhishthana Lotus, You are fascinating with four faces;
Replete with trident and other weapons, You are yellow-coloured and very proud.

146



Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama

Medo-nishtha Madhu-prita, Bandhiny'adi-samanvita,

Dadhyann‘asakta-hridaya, Kakini-rapa-dharini. (105)
Investing the fat, fond of honey, surrounded by Goddesses starting with Bandhini;
Gladdened by offerings made with curds, You take the form of Goddess Kakini.

Muladhar‘ambuj‘arudha, Pafnicha-vaktr‘asthi-samsthita,
Ainkush‘adi-praharana, Varad‘adi-nishevita. (106)
Mounted on Muladhara Lotus, with five faces, and residing in the bone tissue;

Holding a goad and other weapons, You are served by Varada and other Yoginis.

Mudgaudan'asakta-chitta, Sakiny'amba-swarupini,
Agiiya-chakr'abja-nilaya, Shukla-varna shad-anana. [523] (107)
Propitiated with offerings made of gram, Your form is Mother Sakini;
You reside in Agfiya chakra Lotus, white-coloured, and six-faced.

Majja-samstha Hamsavati- mukhya-shakti-samanvita,

Haridr’ann‘aika-rasika, Hakini-rupa-dharini. (108)
Controlling the marrow and brain tissue, adorned with powers, firstly letter Ha;
With a special taste for food made with turmeric, Your form is Goddess Hakini.

Sahasra-dala-padma-stha, Sarva-varn'opa-Shobhita,

Sarv‘ayudha-dhara Shukla- sam-sthita Sarvato-mukhi. (109)
Standing in the thousand-petalled lotus, supremely beautiful radiating all colours;
Bearing every weapon, You invest the reproductive seed, facing in every direction.

Sarv‘audana-prita-chitta, Yakiny'amba-swarupini,
Swaha Swadha Matir Medha, Shrutih Smritir Anuttama. (110)

Pleased with every type of food offering, Your form is Mother Yakini;
You are swaha and swadha, the offerings to the sacred fire, Wisdom, Intelligence,
the sacred texts and divine law, and You are without a superior.

Punya-kirtih Punya-labhya, Punya-Shravana-Kirtana,
Pulomaj‘archita Bandha- mochani Bandhur'alaka. /5477 (111)
Famous for auspicious exploits, You are attained by the righteous, even listening
to stories of Your greatness confers merit; Worshiped by Shri Indrani, You liberate
us from bondage, having beautiful wavy locks.
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Vimarsha-rupini Vidya, Viyad-adi-jagat-prasuh,
Sarva-vyadhi-prashamani, Sarva-mrityu-nivarinl. (112)
You are the First Manifestation of Consciousness, the Perceptive Knowledge,

and You give birth to this world of ether and other elements; Curing all ailments,
You ward off all forms of death.

Agra-gany‘achintya-rupa, Kali-kalmasha-nashini,

Katyayani Kala-hantri, Kamal'aksha-nishevita. (113)
To be known as the Foremost, whose form is beyond thought, You destroy the
worst sins of Kali Yuga, You are Shri Katyayani, remover of time and death,

worshipped by the Lotus-eyed Lord Vishnu.

Tambula-purita-mukhi, Dadimi-kusuma-prabha,
Mrig'akshi Mohini Mukhya, Mridani Mitra-rupini. (114)
Your mouth is full of red betel juice, brilliant red like pomegranate flowers,
With fawn-like eyes, You are the Enchantress, giving happiness,
and having the form of a friend.

Nitya-tripta Bhakta-nidhir, Niyantri Nikhil'eshvari,
Maitry'adi-vasana-labhya, Maha-pralaya-sakshini. /571]  (115)
Ever contented, the Treasure of Your devotees, You control this Universe,
O Ruler of all existence; Attained by those with intense desire for oneness,
You are the Witness of the great final dissolution.

Para-shaktih Para-nishtha, Pra-giiyana-ghana-rupini,
Madhvi-panalasa Matta, Matrika-varna-rupini. (116)
You are the Supreme Power, the Highest Aim, and the Purest Wisdom in solid form,
Intoxicated like one drinking wine, You are lost in rapture, taking the form
of the sounds and letters.

Maha-kailasa-nilaya, Mrinala-mridu-dorlata,
Mahaniya Daya-murtir, Maha-sam-rajya-shalini. (117)
Residing on the peak of Mount Kailas, Your creeper-like arms are as soft
as lotus-stalks; You are to be worshipped, as the Embodiment of compassion,
O Empress of supreme dominion.
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Atma-vidya Maha-vidya, Shri-vidya Kama-sevita,
Shri-shodash'akshari-vidya, Trikiata Kama-Kkotika. (118)
You are Self-knowledge, the Highest Knowledge, the Most Auspicious Knowledge,

who is to be worshipped with love; You are the Knowledge of the sacred sixteen
syllabled mantra, with its three groups, attained by those with the highest desire.

Kataksha-kimkari-bhuta- kamala-koti-sevita, (119)
Shirah-sthita Chandra-nibha, Bhalasth'‘endra-dhanush-prabha.

A glance from Your eyes has the power to make slaves of ten million Lakshmis;
On the head, You are luminous like the moon; placed on the forehead,
shining with all the colours of the rainbow.

Hridaya-stha Ravi-prakhya, Trikon‘antara-dipika,

Dakshayani Daitya-hantri, Daksha-yagiiya-vinashini./600] (120)
In the heart, You are effulgent like the sun, You are the flame inside the Triangle
of Muladhar; You are Shri Sati- the Daughter of Daksha and First Wife of Lord
Shiva, the Slayer of the Asuras, and the Destroyer of King Daksha’s sacrifice.

Darandolita-dirgh'akshi, Dara-has'oj-jvalan-mukhi,
Guru-miurtir Guna-nidhir, Gomata Guha-janma-bhiubh. (121)
With large eyes darting hither and thither, Your face is dazzling with a wide smile;

You are in the form of the Guru, the Treasury of all virtues, the Mother of this
Earth,

and You gave birth to Shri Karttikeya.
Deveshi Danda-nitistha, Dahar-akasha-rupini,
Pratipan-mukhya-rakanta- tithi-mandala-pujita. (122)
Queen of the Devas, residing in moral principles, Your form is the ether in the heart;
You are worshipped as the fifteen phases of the moon, from new to full.

Kal'atmika Kala-natha, Kavy'‘alapa-vinodini,

Sa-chamara-rama-vani- savya-dakshina-sevita. [614] (123)
The Inspiration of all arts, the Master of all arts, You enjoy listening to poetry and
literature; Shri Lakshmi and Saraswati stand on Your left and right with fans.
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Adi-shaktir Amey'atma, Parama Pavan‘akritih,
Aneka-Kkoti-brahmanda- janani Divya-vigraha. (124)
Primordial energy, of immeasurable Spirit, Supreme Mother, whose form purifies;
You are the Mother of endless millions of Universes, of divinely resplendent form.

Klim-kari Kevala Guhya, Kaivalya-pada-dayini,

Tripura Tri-jagad-vandya, Tri-miurtir Tri-dash'eshvari. (125)
Creating the bija mantra klim, Alone, Mysterious;, Bestowing of the highest state
of liberation; Existing before the three gunas, adored by the three worlds, of the

form of Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva, and the Ruler of the thirty Devas.

Try'akshari Divya-gandh‘adhya, Sindura-tilak'anchita,
Uma Shailendra-tanayé, Gaurl Gandharva-sevita. (126)
Three-eyed, with a heavenly scent, adorned with red Sindur on the forehead;
You are Shri Uma, the Daughter of the King of Mountains, with a shining golden
form, attended by heavenly musicians.

Vishva-garbha Svarna-garbha, Varada Vag-adhishvari, s
Dhyana-gamy'‘aparich-chhedya, Giiyana-da Giiyana-vigraha. (127)
Containing the Universe within, You are the ‘Golden egg’ of creation, the Grantor
of boons, and the Foremost Goddess of Speech;, Approached through meditation,

Unbounded, You are the Giver of Knowledge, as Knowledge is Your form.

Sarva-vedanta-sam-vedya, Saty‘'ananda-sva-rupini,
Lopa-mudr'archita Lila- Klripta-brahmanda-mandala. (128)
You are to be known through all the sacred teachings, the Bliss of Reality is
Your form; Worshipped by the wife of Sage Agastya, You create innumerable

Universes for Your sport.

Adrishya Drishya-rahita, Vigiyatri Vedya-varjita,

Yogini Yoga-da Yogya, Yog'ananda Yugan-dhara. (129)
Invisible, having nothing of the senses, You are the Knower but without
anything knowable; You have all magical powers, You grant Yoga and
You are the One to be connected to, You are the Bliss of Divine Union,
and the Upholder of the ages of time.
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Ichchha-shakti-giiyana-shakti- kriya-shakti-sva-rupini,
Sarv'adhara Su-pratishtha, Sad-asad-rupa-dharini. (130)
The Powers of Desire, Knowledge and Action are Your forms; You are the Support
of everything, firmly established, upholding both the real and unreal forms.

Ashta-murtir Aja Jetri, Loka-yatra-vidhayini,

Ekakini Bhuma-rupa, Nir-dvaita Dvaita-varjita. /668] (131)
Having eight forms, unborn, ever victorious, the Controller of the procession of the
worlds; Solitary, but of many forms, undivided and free of all duality.

Anna-da Vasu-da Vriddha, Brahm'atmaikya-sva-rupini,
Brihati Brahmani Brahmi, Brahm'ananda Bali-priya. (132)
Giver of sustenance, Giver of wealth, the Eldest of the Universe, embodying the
Oneness of the Spirit with the Formless Brahman; Very great, full of spiritual
knowledge, the Shakti of Shri Brahma, You are the Highest Bliss of the Brahman,
and fond of those who are strong.

Bhasha-rupa Brihat-sena, Bhav'abhava-vivarjita,
Sukh'aradhya Shubha-kari, Shobhana-sulabh'agatih. (133)
Language is Your form, Your armies are mighty, You are free of both existence
and non-existence; Easily worshipped, Beneficent, You are the easiest and most
auspicious path to Self-realisation.

Raja-rajeshvari Rajya- dayini Rajya-vallabha,
Rajat-kripa Raja-pitha- niveshita-nij‘ashrita. (134)
Ruler of the kings of kings, giver of kingdoms, dearly loved by those
of royal nature; Of shining compassion, You place those who seek refuge
in You on the thrones of kings.

Rajya-lakshmih Kosha-natha, Chatur-afnga-baleshvari,
Sam-rajya-dayini Satya-sandha Sagara-mekhala. /694 (135)

You are the Prosperity of kings, the Master of the treasury, the Ruler of the four
divisions of the army; Giver of empires, Abode of truth, girdled with the ocean.
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Dikshita Daitya-Sshamani, Sarva-loka-vasham-Kkari,
Sarvartha-datri Savitri, Sach-chid-ananda-rupini. (136)
Initiated in all knowledge, the Neutraliser of demons, having all the worlds under

Your sway; Fulfilling all purposes, You are the Creatrix, whose form is
Existence, Consciousness and Bliss.

Desha-kal‘aparich-chhinna, Sarva-ga Sarva-mohini,
Saraswati Shastra-mayl, Guhamba Guhya-ripini. (137)
Unlimited by space or time, Present in everything, You create illusion for the

whole Universe; O Goddess of learning, Essence of the Holy Books,
Mother of Karttikeya, Your form is hidden from us.

Sarv'opadhi-vinir-mukta, Sada-shiva-pati-vrata,
Sam-pra-dayeshvari Sadhvi, Guru-mandala-rupini. (138)
Free of all limitations and conditionings, You are the faithful wife of Shri
Sadashiva;
Achieved by traditional paths, You are Truth and Goodness, as the cycle of Gurus.

Kulot-tirna Bhag'aradhya, Maya Madhu-mati Mahi,
Ganamba Guhyak'aradhya, Komal'angi Guru-priya. /722] (139)
Beyond the senses, worshipped as the Power of the Sun, You are the illusory
Creative Power, whose nature is intoxicating bliss, Mother Earth; Mother of

the Ganas, worshipped by the Devas, delicate limbed, fond of true Gurus.

Swa-tantra Sarva-tantreshi, Dakshina-miurti-ripini,
Sanak'adi-sam-aradhya, Shiva-giiyina-pradayini. (140)
Self-dependent, Ruler of all techniques, embodied as Lord Shiva’s silent form,

Worshipped by Sanaka and other sages, giving the auspicious knowledge of God.

Chit-kala-"nanda-kalika, Prema-rupa Priyar-Kari,
Nama-parayana-prita, Nandi-vidya Nateshvari. (141)
You are the grain of consciousness, the portion of bliss, manifesting as love,
creating affection; Pleased with the recitation of the names of God, You are the

Knowledge that gives joy, and the Shakti of Lord Shiva in His great dance.
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Mithya-jagad-adhi-shthana, Mukti-da Mukti-rupini,
Lasya-priya Laya-kari, Lajja Rambh'adi-vandita. (142)
You are the basis of this illusory world, and the Giver of liberation, being liberation

personified; Fond of dance, You are the Dissolver, giving Nirvikalpa Samadhi and
full of bashful modesty, worshipped by Rambha and other celestial maidens.

Bhava-dava-sudha-vrishtih, Pap‘aranya-davanala,
Daur-bhagya-tula-vatula, Jaradhv‘antara-viprabha. ;745 (143)
The shower of Your divine nectar extinguishes the forest-fire of our mental activity,
You are the fire which burns out the forest of our sins; You are the wind which
scatters our misfortunes like cotton, and You are the sunlight which dispels
the darkness of old age from the soul.

Bhagyabdhi-chandrika Bhakta- chitta-keki-ghan'aghana,
Roga-parvata-dambholir, Mrityu-daru-kutharika. (144)
You are the moon creating a high tide of good fortune, and the rain clouds which
make Your devotees’ minds dance with joy like peacocks; the Thunderbolt which
destroys a mountain of ailments, and the Axe which fells the tree of death.

Maheshvari Maha-kali, Maha-grasa Maha-shana,

Aparna Chandika Chanda- mund'asura-nishudini. (145)
Mighty Goddess, great dark Destroyer, who consumes the whole Universe, the
mightiest morsel; Who ate not even a leaf, O Goddess who is all fired-up,

to destroy the demons Chanda and Munda.

Kshar'akshar‘atmika Sarva- lokeshi Vishva-dharini,
Tri-varga-datri Su-bhaga, Try'ambaka Tri-gun'atmika. (146)
The Indwelling Spirit of everything destructible or eternal, You are the Ruler
of all the worlds, the Upholder of the Universe; You give the three blessings,

and all divine qualities, O Three-eyed Mother of the Three Gods,
the Three Moods of Creation spring from You.

153



Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama

Swarg'apa-varga-da Shuddha, Japa-pushpa-nibh‘akritih,
Ojovati Dyuti-dhara, Yagiya-rupa Priya-vrata. [771] (147)
You give both temporal and eternal joy, O Pure Goddess, who gleams like the
rosy Japa blossom; You are Vitality, clothed in splendour, the fire ceremony is

Your form, and You are fond of religious practices.

Dur-aradhya Dur-adharsha, Patali-kusuma-priya,

Mahati Meru-nilaya, Mandara-kusuma-priya. (148)
Hard to propitiate, and hard to please, You are fond of Patali flowers; You are
the great Object of Worship, residing on Mount Meru, and fond of Mandara flowers.

Vir‘aradhya Virad-rupa, Vi-raja Vishwato-mukhi,
Pratyag-rupa Par'akasha, Prana-da Prana-rupini. (149)
Worshipped by the courageous, You are the vast form of the Universe,
free of passion, and facing in every direction; Introspection is Your nature,
O Subtlest Supreme, You give breath, as life-breath is Your form.

Martanda-bhairav‘aradhya, Mantrini-nyasta-rajya-dhih,

Tri-pureshi Jayat-sena, Nis-trai-gunya Par‘apara. (150)
Worshipped by Shri Bhairava in the form of the Sun, You entrust the running of
this Universe to Your Shaktis; Goddess of the three cities, whose army is ever
victorious, You are without the three attributes, being both beyond and within.

Satya-giiyan'ananda-rupa, Samarasya-parayana,

Kapardini Kala-mala, Kama-dhuk Kama-rupini. /796] (151)
You manifest as Truth, Knowledge and Bliss, as the highest state of equanimity;
Wife of Ganga-bearing Lord Shiva, You are the tradition of the arts, and You

fulfill all desires, as the form of all beauty and love.

Kala-nidhih Kavya-kala, Rasa-giiya Rasa-Shevadhih,

Pushta Puratana Pujya, Pushkara Pushkar’ekshana. (152)
Treasury of all arts, You are the Art of poetry and literature, knowing the
sentiments expressed in dance and acting, the Inexhaustible Treasure-house
of experience; Well-nourished, Ancient, the Object of worship,

You are the Lotus of the heart, and Lotus-eyed.
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Param-jyotih Param-dhama, Param-anuh Parat-para,
Pasha-hasta Pasha-hantri, Para-mantra-vibhedini. (153)

You are the Supreme Brilliance, the Highest Abode, the Minutest Atom, and You
are beyond the beyond; Holding the noose in Your hand, You are the Remover
of all attachments, You destroy any mantras used against Your devotees.

Murt'amurt'anitya-tripta, Muni-manasa-hamsika,
Satya-vrata Satya-rupa, Sarv'antar-yamini Sati. (154)

You are form, and formless, and satisfied with temporal offerings,

You are the Swan of discrimination on the sacred lake of the minds of sages;

Devoted to the truth, the Embodiment of truth, You are the Inner Controller
of everything, being all Truth and Goodness.

Brahmani Brahma-janani, Bahu-rupa Budh'archita,
Prasavitrl Prachand'agiiya, Pratishtha Prakat'akritih. (155)

O Shakti of Shri Brahma, Mother of the Formless, You have manifold forms,
and are Worshipped by the wise; You are the Creatrix, very angry, the Authority,
and Foundation of everything, and the forms that we experience.

Praneshvari Prana-datri, Pafichashat-pitha-rupini,

Vishrin-khala Vivikta-stha, Vira-mata Viyat-prasuh. (156)
Ruler of life, Giver of life, the fifty places of worship are Your forms; Unfettered,
residing in Holy places, the Mother of the courageous, the Creatrix of space.

Mukunda Mukti-nilaya, Mula-vigraha-rupini,

Bhava-giiya Bhava-roga-ghni, Bhava-chakra-pravartini. (157)
Giver of liberation, Abode of liberation, the principal shapes are Your form;

Knower of our meditations, who destroys the ailments of this existence,
You turn the wheel of rebirth.
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Chhandah-sara Shastra-sara, Mantra-sara Talodari,
Udara-kirtir Uddama-vaibhava Varna-rupini. (158)
You are the Core of the Vedas, the Essence of the scriptures, and the Power of
sacred speech, whose inside is like a calm ocean; Of exalted fame, of unlimited

splendour, all appearances, colours, sounds and letters are Your forms.

Janma-mrityu-jara-tapta- jana-vishranti-dayini,
Sarv'opanishad-ud-ghushta, Shénty‘atita-kal‘étmiké. [853] (159)
You give rest to those burned by the concerns of life, death and old age;
Highly praised in the Upanishads, Your Nature is the highest state of non-duality.

Gambhira Gagan'anta-stha, Garvita Gana-lolupa,
Kalpana-rahita Kashtha, ‘kanta Kant'ardha-vigraha. (160)
Of unfathomable depth, residing in the space of the heart, very proud,
and delighting in music; Free of thought, the Highest Goal, You are the
Destrotyer of sin, and Your body is half of Shri Shiva.

Karya-karana-nir-mukta, Kama-Kkeli-taran-gita,
Kanat-kanaka-tatanka, Lila-vigraha-dharini. (161)
Free of cause and effect, You are the waves of desire that create the Universe;

With shimmering golden ear-rings, You create this world of forms for Your sport.

Aja Kshaya-vinir-mukta, Mugdha Kshipra-prasadini,
Antar-mukha-sam-aradhya, Bahir-mukha-su-dur-labha. (162)
Unborn, and free of all decay, Innocent Goddess, who is quickly pleased;

Worshipped by those who look inwards, You are hard to attain for
those with outward attention.

Trayil Trivarga-nilaya, Tri-stha Tripura-malini,

Nir-amaya Nir-alarhba, Sw'atma-rama Sudha-sritih. /879] (163)
Three-natured, resting in the three blessings, in the three Gods, You wear the head
of the demon Tripura as a garland; Without sickness, without support,

You rejoice in Your Own nature, which is a stream of Divine Nectar.
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Samsara-panka-nir-magna-sam-uddharana-pandita,
Yagiiya-priya Yagiya-kartri, Yajamana-swarupini. (164)

You are expert in rescuing those drowning in the morass of worldly existence;

Fond of sacrifices, Performer of sacrifices, Shri Shiva as the Protector of
sacrifices is Your form.

Dharm’adhara Dhan’adhyaksha, Dhana-dhanya-vivardhini,
Vipra-priya Vipra-rupa, VisShwa-bhramana-karini. (165)
Support of righteousness, Overseer of wealth, You increase wealth and
sustenance; Fond of religious scholars, the Godly-natured are Your form,
O Goddess who causes the whole Universe to turn.

Vishwa-grasa Vidrum-abha, Vaishnavi Vishnu-rupini,

Ayonir Yoni-nilaya, Kuta-stha Kula-rupini. (166)
Consumer of the Universe, shining like coral, You are the Shakti of Shri Vishnu,
Shri Vishnu is one of Your forms; Having no origin, You reside in the triangular

womb, standing at the peak, the lower chakras are also Your forms.

Vira-goshthi-priya Vira, Naish-karmya Nada-rupini,
Vigiiyana-kalana Kalya, Vidagdha Baindav’asana. [905] (167)
Fond of the outpourings of the courageous, O Warrior Goddess, beyond all action,
sacred Sound is Your form; Adept in the Highest Knowledge, Creative, Skilful,
You are seated in the central spot of the Shri Chakra.

Tattw’adhika Tattwa-mayi, Tattwam-artha-rupini,
Sama-gana-priya Saumya, Sada-shiva-kutumbini. (168)
Transcending the 24 principles of creation, Reality is Your nature, the meanings

of ‘truth’ are Your forms; Fond of the chanting of hymns, You are gentle and
moon-like, the Shakti of Shri Sadashiva.

Savyapa-savya-marga-stha, Sarvapad-vini-varini,
Swastha Swabhava-madhura, Dhira Dhira-samarchita. (169)
Residing in the left and right paths, You remove all misfortunes;

Established in Your Self, which is naturally blissfulful, You are steadfast,
and are worshipped by the wise and brave.
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Chaitany’arghya-sam-aradhya, Chaitanya-kusuma-priya,
Sadodita Sadatushta, Tarun-aditya-patala. (170)
Worshipped by the waters of Divine Vibrations, Fond of the blossoms of
consciousness; ever shining, ever satisfied, glowing rosily like the new-risen Sun.

Dakshin’adakshin’aradhya, Dara-smera-mukh’ambuja,
Kaulini-kevala ‘nardhya -kaivalya-pada-dayini. /926] (171)
Worshipped by both the adept and the simple, Your Lotus-like face is radiantly
smiling; You are the Sole Goddess worshipped through the Chakras,
bestowing the priceless gift of complete one-ness with Your Nature.

Stotra-priya Stuti-mati, Shruti-samstuta-vaibhava,
Manasvini Mana-vati, Maheshi Mangal‘akritih. (172)
Fond of praise, You are everything praiseworthy, Your greatness is extolled in

the scriptures; You control the mind, being the essence of mind,
O Great Goddess, of Auspicious form.

Vishwa-mata Jagad-dhatri, Vishal'akshi Viragini,

Pra-galbha Param'odara, Par'‘amoda Mano-mayi. (173)
Mother of the Universe, Support of the World, Wide-eyed, and Free of attachments;
Very Powerful, Supremely Generous, You are the Highest Joy, pervading the mind.

Vyoma-keshi Vimana-stha, Vajrini Vamak'eshvari, [945]
Paficha-yagiiya-priya Paiicha-preta-mafich‘adhi-shayini. (174)
The Sky is Your Hair, You occupy the cosmic vehicle, and wield the thunderbolt,
and You are the Supreme Ruler of the Devas; Fond of the five-fold worship,
You recline on the couch of five corpses (five forms of God).

Panchami Paiicha-bhuteshi, Paificha-sarmkhy'opa-charini, (175)
Shashwati Shashwat'aiswarya, Sharma-da Shambhu-mobhini.
You are the Supreme Spirit, and Ruler of the five elements, Worshipped with the
five offerings; Ever-present, Eternal Supreme Ruler, Giver of Happiness,
You cause delusion even to Lord Shiva Himself.
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Dhara Dhara-suta Dhanya, Dharmini Dharma-vardhini,
Lok'atita Gun'atita, Sarv'atita Sham'atmika. (176)
You are the Earth, Daughter of the Mountain, possessing wealth and
righteousness, You promote righteousness in Your devotees;
Beyond the three worlds, beyond the three attributes, beyond everything,
Your Essence is Peace and Bliss.

Bandhuka-kusuma-prakhya, Bala Lila-vinodini,
Su-maiigali Sukha-kari, Suvesh’adhya Su-vasini. (177)
Shining like the red Banduka flower, You are child-like, with the sport of Creation

as Your play; Beautifully Auspicious, You create happiness, in glorious robes,
You are beautifully dressed as a married woman.

Su-vasiny’archana-prita, "$hobhana Shuddha-manasa,
Bindu-tarpana-santushta, Purva-ja Tri-pur’ambika. j966] (178)
Pleased by the worship of married ladies, and very Beautiful, Your mind is the

Highest Purity; Pleased by offerings to the Central Dot of the Shri Chakra,
You are the First-born, and Mother of the three worlds.

Dasha-mudra-sam-aradhya, Tripura-Sshri-vasham-kari,
Gilyana-mudra Gilyana-gamya, Giiyana-giyeya-sva-rupini. (179)
Worshipped with the ten hand-gestures, You control the Goddess of Tripurd-Shri;
As the mudra of knowledge, You are approached through Knowledge,
Knowing and what is to be known are both Your forms.

Yoni-mudra Tri-khandeshi, Tri-gun‘amba Trikona-ga,
Anagh'adbhuta-charitra, Vanchhit'artha-pradayini. /978] (180)
As the mudras of Mdaladhara, and of Ultimate Unity, You are the Mother of the
three attributes, residing in the triangle of Mdladhara; Beyond sin or sorrow,
Your character and conduct are wonderful beyond human understanding,
and You grant the fulfillment of all desires.
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Abhyas‘atishaya-giiyata, Shad-adhv'atita-rupini,
Avyaja-karuna-murtir, Agityana-dhvanta-dipika. (181)
Known through constant meditation, You are the Form at the end of the six paths

of devotion; the Embodiment of disinterested love, You are the lamp which
dispels the darkness of ignorance.

Abala-gopa-vidita, Sarv’an-ullafighya-$hasana,
Shri-chakra-raja-nilaya, Shrimat-tripura-sundari. (182)
Known by all from small children to Shri Krishna, Your commands are never

transgressed; Residing in the Royal Shri Chakra, You are the Beautiful Goddess
endowed with all glory, who is pre-existent to the three divisions of creation.

Shri-shiva Shiva-shakty‘aikya- riipini Lalit'‘ambika. /7000] Om
You are the Goddess and the God, embodying the Oneness of Shiva and Shakti,
O Mother Lalita, most charming Goddess whose sport is this entire Universe.

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devyai namo namah
Who is incarnated in person as our Holy Mother Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi.
Salutations to You eternally.

oOOOo

Note on the Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama Stotram:

The Shri Lalita Sahasra-nama expounds the highest spiritual
knowledge, known as Shri Vidya. This is the “Tantra of the Supreme
Goddess, which we have been fortunate enough to have been taught
at first hand by Her Supreme Holiness Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi.

This poem describes Shri Mataji’s qualities and Her incarnation with
remarkable precision and Shri Mataji’s 108 Names were selected from
these 1000 names. On several occasions She used these names for
havans and recommended Sahaja Yogis to recite it — it helps to develop
the essential quality of Bhakti-‘devotion’ in the Heart.

* Tantra is the technique of raising the Kundalini through the Chakras to
give Self-realisation and connection to the Divine.
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The Highest Praise of the Goddess

Om Shri Ganeshaya namah
Salutations to the Remover of Obstacles

Om Sarve vai deva devim upa-tasthuh
‘Kasi Twam Maha-deviti?’
Om, All the Devas reverently approached that Devi, and asked
‘Who are You, O Great Goddess?’

Sa-‘bruvad: Aham brahma-swarupini,
Mattah prakriti purush'atmakam jagat,
Shiinyam ch'ashiinyam cha.

Replying She said ‘| am the Personification of the Formless Consciousness,

From Me the Adi Shakti and the Animating Spirit are born,
I am both the Emptiness and Non-emptiness.

Aham anand‘an-anandau, Aham vigiiyan'avigiiyane,
Aham brahm'abhrahmani veditavye,
Aham pancha-bhutani apancha-bhutani,
Aham akhilam jagat.
I am Joy and beyond Joy,; | am All Knowledge and beyond Knowledge.

I am Brahman, the Supreme Consciousness and yet unknowing the Brahman,

And the understanding of the difference between the two,
I am the five gross elements and beyond the five elements,
I am this whole manifested Universe.

Vedo-'ham avedo-‘ham, Vidy’aham avidy’aham,

Aj‘aham anaj‘aham, Adhash ch'ordhva cha tiryak ch‘aham,

I am the sacred scriptures and yet beyond all scriptures,
I am the pure knowledge and the illusory ideas that men fall into,

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

I am Unborn and yet take birth again and again; Below, above and beyond am |.

161



Devi Atharva Sheersha

Aham rudrebhir vasubhiSh charami,

Aham adityair uta vishva-devaih,

Aham mitra varunav ubhau bibharmi,

Aham indr'‘agni aham ashvinav ubhau. (5)

I move as the Rudras who send disease and disaster, and the Vasus who bless,
I am the Adityas and indeed all the Deities, | am Mitra, the ‘Friend’, as well

as Varuna, Lord of the Ocean, | am Indra, King of the Gods, Agni, the Lord

of Fire, and the Divine Physicians, the Ashvin twins.

Aham Somam Twashtaram Pushanam Bhagam dadhami,
Aham Vishnum uru-kramam,
Brahmanam-uta Prajapatim dadhami. (6)
I am the Soma of the Divine Builder, and Pidshan and Bhaga, the Gods
of Wealth, | am the wide-stepping Shri Vishnu and support the Lords of Creation.

Aham dadhami dravinam havishmate
supravye yajamanaya suvrate,
Aham rajiil sam-gamani vasiinam
chikitushi prathama yagiiyiyanam,
Aham suve pitaram-asya miurdhan-mama
yonir-apsvantah sam-udre,
Ya evam veda, sa daivim sam-padam-apnoti. (7)

| give wealth to those who offer oblations attentively and worship righteously,
I am the Empress of all the Gods, known as the foremost of those to be worshipped,
I am the Progenitor of the Gods, from the top of My Head are born the waters
of the seven oceans; Whoever has this knowledge achieves connection
with the Lotus Feet of the Goddess.

Te deva abruvan; The Devas replied

Namo Devyai Maha-devyai Shivayai satatam namabh,
Namah prakrityai bhadrayai niyatah pranatahsma tam, (8)

Salutations always to the Devi, to the Great Goddess, the Most Auspicious,
We bow to Her who is Nature, the Giver of Happiness, everywhere and everything.
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Tam agni varnam tapasa jvalantim
vairochanim karma phaleshu jushtam,
Durga-devim sharanam pra-padyamahe-‘suran-
-nashayitryai te namah (9)
To Her who shines like the Sun with the fire of renunciation, Rewarder of all actions,
Goddess Durga, we seek refuge at Your Feet, Destroyer of demons, we bow to You.

Devim vacham ajanayanta devas-tam
vishva-rupah pashavo vadanti,
Sa no mandresham urjam duhana
dhenur vagas manupa sushtu-taitu. (10)

That Devi, the Giver of Speech, whose form is the Universe, was praised by the Devas.
‘May that Goddess who grants desires, speech and bliss, be pleased with our hymns’.

Kala-ratrim Brahma-stutam Vaishnavim Skanda-mataram,
Saraswatim Aditim Daksha-duhitaram
namamah pavanam shivam. (11)
Dark Night of dissolution (Shri Mahakali) praised by Shri Brahma, Shakti of Shri

Vishnu (Shri Lakshmi) Mother of Shri Karttikeya (Shri Parvati), Shri Saraswati and
Aditi, Daughter of Daksha, prostrations to You, O Pure and Auspicious Goddess.

Maha-lakshmyai cha vidmahe,
Sarva-Shaktyai cha dhimabhi,
Tanno Devi prachodayat.(12)

We seek the knowledge of Shri Maha-Lakshmi,

We meditate on the Embodiment of all Power,
May the Supreme Goddess lead us ever upward.

Aditir-hy’ajanishta daksha ya duhita tava,
Tam deva anv’ajayanta bhadra amrita-bandhavah. (13)

For that boundless Aditi, daughter of Daksha, Mother of the Devas, is born of You,
That Goddess of ever-unsurpassed beauty is the Keeper of the Immortal Nectar.
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Kamo yonih kamala vajra-panir guha
hamsa matarishva abhram-indrah,
Punar-guha sakala mayaya cha
puruchy'aisha viShva-matadi vidyom. (14)
Ka-‘desire’, e-‘womb’, I-‘Lakshm’, la-‘Indra’, hrim-‘secret’, Ha sa-‘swan’, ka-‘air’,
ha-‘sky’, la-‘Indra’, again hrim-‘hidden’, sa ka la-‘everything’, hrim-‘Creatrix’,
Said together this is the Knowledge of the Universal Mother; the fifteen syllabled
mantra- ‘Ka e 7 la hrim, ha sa ka ha la hrim, sa ka la hrim’ known as ‘Shri Vidya’.

Esh'atma shaktih,

Esha visShva-mohini, pash‘ankusha dhanur bana dhara,

Esha Shri Maha-vidya, ya evam veda, sa Shokam tarati. (15)
She is the Power of the Spirit, She is the Enchantress of the Universe,

wielding noose, goad, bow and arrows. This is the great Shri Vidya-‘Knowledge
of the Goddess’. Whoever has this knowledge is carried across all sorrows.

Namaste-'stu bhagavati matar asman pahi sarvatah, (16)

Salutations to You, O Mother of all virtues, please protect us everywhere.

Saish'ashtau vasavah, saish'aikadasha rudrah,

Saisha dva-dash‘adityah,

Saisha vishve-devah soma-pa asoma-pash-cha,

Saisha yatu-dhana asura rakshamsi pishacha yaksha siddhah,
Saisha sattva rajas tamamsi,

Saisha Brahma Vishnu Rudra rupini,

Saisha Praja-pat'Indra manavah,

Saisha graha-nakshatra jyotimshi kala-kashth'adi kala-rupini,
Tam aham pranaumi nityam. (17)
She is the eight-fold Goddess of Wealth and the eleven Bringers of Destruction,

She is the twelve Divine Sons of Aditi (the Devas),

She is all the Devas, those that drink the Soma and those that drink not,
She is the Giver of Wealth, and our Protection against Rakshasas and Sorcerers,
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She is the three attributes of Truth, Passion and Darkness,

She takes the Form of the Trimurtis, Shri Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva,
She is Prajapati, Lord of Creation, Indra, King of the Gods and Manu, the first man,
She is the Light of planets and constellations, and of the Form of measures of time;
To Her, | prostrate eternally.

Pap'apa-harinim devim bhukti-mukti-pradayinim,

Anantam vijayam Shuddham sharanyam sarva-dam shivam. (18)

O Goddess who completely removes sins, and grants enjoyment and liberation,
Eternal, Victorious, Pure, our only Refuge, Giver of everything, Benevolent
and Auspicious

Viyad-i-kara samyuktam vitihotra samanvitam,

Ardhendu-lasitam devya bijam sarv‘artha sadhakam, (19)
Joining the Bija of Ether —Ha, letter 1, connected with the Bija of Fire -Ra,
The crescent resounding -m, Hrim is the Seed of the Goddess
that fulfils all purposes.

Evam ek'aksharam mantram yatayah shuddha chetasah,
Dhyayanti param-ananda-maya giiyan‘ambu rashayah, (20)
In this way the one-syllabled mantra (Hrim) confers pure intelligence,

Meditating thus one becomes filled with Supreme Bliss,
and an Ocean of Knowledge.

Vang-maya brahma-sus-tasmat
shashtham vaktra sam-anvitam,
Siiryo vama-shrotra bindu sam-yukt‘ashta-tritiyakah,
Narayanena sam-mishro vayush ch‘adhara yuktatah,
Vichche navarnako-‘rnah syan mahad-ananda dayakah. (21)
*Aim-‘speech’, hrim-‘maya’, klim-‘Brahman’, cha-'6" consonant’, with m-* Sur’,
u-‘left ear’, n-‘anuswara’ and d-‘3rd letter of 3rd group’, combined with a-
Vishnu’ and y-‘Vayu’ and ai is joined after that. Vichche completes the nine-

syllabled mantra ‘Aim hrim klim Chamundayai vichche’,which confers the
greatest bliss and gives the devotee union with the Supreme Brahman.
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Devi Atharva Sheersha
Hrit-pundarika madhya-stham pratah Surya sama-prabham,
Pash‘afikusha-dharam saumyam varad'abhaya hasta-kam,
Tri-netram rakta-vasanam bhakta-kama-dugham bhaje. (22)
Standing in the centre of the lotus of the heart, shining like a thousand suns,

Holding noose and goad, gentle, giving boons and fearlessness with the hands,
| praise that Three-eyed, Red-clothed Devi who fulfils the desires of Her devotees.

Namami twam maha-devim maha-bhaya vinashinim,
Maha-durga pra-Shamanim maha-karunya rupinim. (23)

I bow to You, O Great Goddess, Destroyer of even the worst of fears,
The Remover of the greatest difficulties, and the Highest Compassion personified.

Yasyah swartipam brahmadayo na jananti

tasmad-uchyate agiiyeya,

Yasya anto na labhyate tasmad-uchyate ananta,

Yasya lakshyam n'opa-lakshyate tasmad-uchyate alakshya,

Yasya jananam n'opa-labhyate tasmad-uchyate aja,

Ek-aiva sarvatra vartate tasmad-uchyate eka,

Ek-aiva vishva-rupini tasmad-uchyate naika,

Ata ev'ochyate agiiyey'anant'alakshy‘aj‘aika-naik’eti. (24)
Whose Form even Lord Brahma cannot comprehend, She is called ‘Unknowable’,
Whose end cannot be found, She is called ‘Eternal’,

Whose distinguishing marks cannot be perceived, She is called ‘Imperceptible’,
Whose births cannot be observed, She is called ‘Unborn’.

Being indeed one whichever way She turns, She is called ‘One’,

Being indeed one with the Form of the Universe, She is called ‘Many’,

She is ever called ‘Unknowable’, ‘Eternal’, ‘Imperceptible’,
‘Unborn’, ‘One’ and ‘Many’.

166



Dewvi Atharva Sheersha
Mantranam matrika Devi Shabdanam giiyana-rupini,
Gilyananam chin-may'atita Shiinyanam shinya-sakshini,
Yasyah parataram nasti, saisha Durga prakirtita. (25)
The Goddess is the root syllables of the mantras and the sacred knowledge of

sounds, She is the Knowledge that is beyond thought and the Solitary Witness
of the Emptiness. There is nothing beyond Her, thus is Shri Durga to be described.

Tam durgam durgamam devim dur‘achara vighatinim,
Namami bhava-bhito-‘ham samsar‘arnava tarinim. (26)

O Goddess Durga, who surmounts all difficulties, who removes our misfortunes,
I, who am full of the anxieties of this life, surrender to You,
who carries us across the flood of this worldly existence.

Iti-upanishat
In this manner is the divine mystery. Here ends the Upanishad.

Iti Devi-atharva-shirsham sam-pirnam
Thus the Devi Atharva Sheersha is completed
Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devyai namo
namah

Salutations to the One who is our Saviour and our complete Protection,
Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi.

The Devi Atharva Shirsha is performed on the seventh night of Navaratri.
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Shri Mabishasura-mardini Stotram

Shri Adi Shankaracharya’s praise of the Divine Mother

Shri Adi Sharnkardachdrya’s praise is based on the Devi Mahatmyam and makes reference
to the stories of the slaying of the demons Mahishasura, Raktabija, Chanda, Munda, etc.

Ayi Giri Nandini Nandita Medini

Vishwa-vinodini Nanda-nute,

Giri-vara Vindhya Shiro-’dhi-nivasini

Vishnu-vilasini Jishnu-nute,

Bhagavati he shiti-kantha Kutumbini

Bhiri Kutumbini bhuri Krite,

Jaya jaya he Mahishasura-mardini

Ramya Kapardini Shaila-sute (x2) (1)
Hail to the Daughter of the Mountain, filling the Whole World with Joy,
whose Play is the Universe and who is Worshipped Gladly; Dwelling on the
peaks of the excellent Vindhya Mountains, charming Shri Vishnu and
praised by Lord Indra; Possessor of all Divine Qualities, Consort of the Blue-
throated Lord Shiva, the Mother of the World, creating abundance;
Victory to You, the Destroyer of the Demon Mahishasura,
O Beautiful Braided-haired Daughter of the Mountain.

Sura-vara Varshini Durdhara Darshini,

Dur-mukha Marshini Harsha-rate,

Tri-bhuvana-poshini Shankara-toshini,

Kilbisha-moshini Ghosha-rate,

Danuja-niroshini Kshita-suta-roshini,

Durmada-shoshini sindhu-sute, Jaya jaya he ..... (2)
Showering boons on the Devas, overpowering the unrestrainable Demons
Durdhara and Durmukha, delighting in Your own Bliss; nourishing the Three
Worlds and pleasing Lord Shiva, You are the Remover of Sins, taking
pleasure in the roar of battle; Quelling the wrath of the Danavas, being
furious with the Daityas, absorbing their foolish pride, You are born from
the Ocean (as Shri Lakshmi); Victory to You .....
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Shri Mahishasura-mardini Stotram

Ayi Jagad-amba madamba kadamba

Vana-priya-vasini hasarate,

Shikhari Shiro-mani tufiga-him’alaya

Shrifiga-nij’alaya Madhya-gate,

Madhu-madhure madhu-kaitabha-gaiijini

Kaitabha-bhaiijini hasarate, Jaya jaya he ...... (3)
O Mother of the Universe, my own Mother, living joyfully in the forest of
Wish-fulfilling Trees, laughing and smiling; Abiding as the Crest-Jewel on
the Peaks of the Lofty Himalayas; As Sweet as Honey, You Subdue the Pride

of the Demons Madhu and Kaitabha and annihilate Kaitabha laughingly,
Victory to You .....

Ayi Sshata-khanda vikhandita-runda

Vitundita-Shunda Gaj’adhipate,

Ripu-gaja ganda vidarana chanda

Parakrama shunda mrig’adhipate,

Nija-bhuja danda nipatita khanda

Vipatita Munda bhat’adhipate, Jaya jaya he ..... (4)
Hail Thou, who slices the wrong-doers into a Hundred Parts, as Powerful as
the King of Elephants; Fiercely crushing the Enemy's Elephants and
neutralizing their great power: With the weapons in Your arms You
obliterate the army and fell the Head of the Demon Munda; Victory to You.

Ayi rana-durmada shatru-vadhodita

Durdhara-nirjara shakti-bhrite,

Chatura vichara dhurina mahashiva

Duta-krita pramath’adhipate,

Durita durtha durashaya durmati

Danava duta krit'antamate, Jaya jaya he ..... (5)
Hail, Destroyer of the Battle-Intoxicated Enemies and Possessor of
Irresistible and Imperishable Power; who made the most skilful negotiator
Lord Shiva Her Messenger, the Lord of the Pramathas; honoured for
rejecting the proposal of the messenger of the Demon; Victory to You .....
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Shri Mabishasura-mardini Stotram

Ayi sharan’agata vairi-vadhii-vara

Vira-var’abhaya daya-Kkare

Tri-bhuvana-mastaka shula-virodhi

Shiro-’dhi krit'amala shiila-kare

Dumi-dumi-tamara dundubhi-nadam

Aho-mukhari-Kkrita dinmakare, Jaya jaya he ..... (6)
Giving courage, strength, boons and fearlessness to those who take refuge
in You; Your spotless Trident captures the Heads of the Rulers of the Three

Worlds;, Making all directions resound with the ‘Dumi-duma’ sound of
drums; Victory to You ....

Ayi nija-hun-Kkriti matra nira-krita

Dhumra-vilochana dhiimra-shate

Samar’aiSho-shita Shonita-bija

Sam-ud-bhava-shonita bija-late

Shiva-$hiva-Shumbha Nishumbha-mahahava

Tarpita-bhuta piShacha-rate, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (7)
Hail Thou who reduced the demon Dhumralocana to a hundred smoke
particles with the sound ‘Hum’; Who dried up the strength of Raktabija and
the demons born from each drop of his blood;, Whose Great Auspicious
Sacrifice of Shumbha and Nishumbha satisfied the Flesh-eating Attendants
of Lord Shiva; Victory to You .....

Dhanur-anu-shanga rana-kshata-sanga

Pari-sphurad-anga natat-katake,

Kanaka pishanga prishat-kanishanga

Rasad bhata Shringa hata-batuke,

Krita chatur-anga bala-kshitir-anga

Ghatad bahu-ranga ratad batuke, Jaya jaya he ..... (8)
On the Battlefield, shooting arrows, You move as if dancing; Your Golden
Arrows flash destroying the greatest warriors; Your Mighty Limbs destroy
the four-fold army of multi-coloured shouting block-heads; Victory to You..
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Shri Mabishasura-mardini Stotram

Jaya jaya-japya jaye jaya-Shabda,

Parastuti tatpara viShwa-nute,

Jhana jhana jhinjhita jhinkrita ntupura,

Shinjita mohita bhiita-pate,

Natita natartha natin nata nayaka,

Natita natya yug’'anurate, Jaya jaya he .... (9)
Reciting Your Name repeatedly brings victory, then the Universe worships
You with the Highest Praise: The Sound of Your Jingling Anklets gives Joy to

Lord Shiva; O Mistress of all forms of dance, Your dance gives us the Bliss of
Union. Victory to You ......

Ayi Sumanas Sumanas Sumanas

Sumanas Sumano-hara kanti-yute,

Shrita Rajani Rajani Rajani

Rajani Rajani-kara vaktra-vrite,

Sunayana vibhramara bhramara

Bhramara bhramara bhramar’adhipate, Jaya, jaya, he .... (10)
In Your Mind are all good qualities, You captivate our hearts with Your
Love; Unborn, Eternal, Mistress of the night, Holding a Lotus in Your Hand;
Your Beautiful Eyebrows are like Bees giving Joy to the Three Worlds;
Victory to You .....

Sahita maharnava malla matallika,

Vallika rallaka mallarate,

Virachita vallika pallika mallika,

Jhillika bhillika vargavrite,

Sita-Krita phulli samulla sit’aruna,

Tallaja pallava sallalite, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (11)
You fight the powerful demons accompanied by young women who seem
tender like creepers and Jasmine flowers, and who buzz like a swarm of
bees; Your Face shines with Joy like a red dawn or an opening blossom;
Victory to You .....
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Shri Mabishasura-mardini Stotram

Avirala ganda galan-mada merura

Matta matanga jara-japate

Tribhuvana bhiishana bhuta kala-nidhi

Rupa payo-nidhi raja-sute

Ayi sudati jana lalasa manasa

Mohana manmatha raja-sute, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (12)
Like a Royal Intoxicated Elephant from whose temples the Intoxicant oozes
and falls Incessantly, You are the Treasury of Art and Beauty which
decorates the Three Worlds;, O Princess, as the God of Love You create
delusion which ensnares people’s minds; Victory to You ....

Kamala-dal’amala komala kanti

Kala kalit’‘amala bhala-late,

Sakala vilasa kala nilaya-krama

Keli chalat-kala hamsa kule,

Ali-kula safikula kuvalaya mandala

Mauli milad bakulali kule, Jaya, jaya, he...... (13)
Like a tender, lovely spotless Lotus-petal the crescent Moon adorns Your
forehead; Your movements are like a graceful and playful group of Swans;
Like a swarm of bees to fragrant flowers, the stars adorn Your forehead.
Victory to You .....

Kara-murali-rava vijita-Kuajita

Lajjita kokila maijumate,

Malita-pulinda manohara-guijita

Raijata shaila nikufija-gate,

Nija-gana-bhiita maha-shabari-gana

Sad-guna sambhrita Kelitale, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (14)

Your Voice makes the sound of a flute seem monotonous and puts the Cuckoo
to shame; Humming a heart-stealing tune with the Pulinda maidens, walking
in the Beautiful mountain groves; or playing with the virtuous mountain
women; Victory to You .....
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Shri Mahishasura-mardini Stotram

Kati-tata-pita dukula-vichitra

Mayukha tiras-Kkrita chandra-ruche,

Pranata-sur’asura mauli-mani-sphura

Damshula sannakha chandra-ruche,

Jita-kanak’achala mauli mad’orjita

Nirbhara kuijara kumbha-kuche, Jaya, jaya, he .... (15)
Your Waist, draped with many-coloured Silk Clothes is beautiful like the
Moon; Gods and Demons prostrate at Your Toe-Nails pulsating with the
Radiance of a Crest-jewel as bright as the Moon. Your bosom resembling
the swellings on an elephant’s head overcomes the intoxicated pride of a
mountain of gold; Victory to You ......

Vijita sahasra-kar’aika sahasra

Kar’aika sahasra-kar’aika-nute,

Krit-asura taraka sangara-taraka

Sangara-taraka sunu-sute,

Suratha-samadhi samana-samadhi

Samadhi samadhi sujata-rate, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (16)
Conquering a thousand enemies with a thousand hands, thousands praise
You alone; who created the Saviour Shri Karttikeya to fight the Demon
Taraka; rewarding the devotions of King Suratha and the Merchant with
Samadhi. Victory to You .....

Pada-kamalam karuna-nilaye

Vira vasyati yo'nudinam sushive,

Ayi kamale kamala-nilaye

Kamala-nilaye sa katham na bhavet,

Tava padam-eva param-padam-ity’anu-

-$hilayato mama kim na Shive, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (17)
Whoever worships Your Most Auspicious Lotus Feet every day, O Home of
Compassion; Which are the Abode of Shri Lakshmi, becomes an Abode of
Shri Lakshmi i.e. Prosperous; Your Feet are indeed the Supreme Refuge;
How can | not be devoted to Them, O Benevolent Goddess? Victory to You..
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Shri Mahishasura-mardini Stotram

Kanaka-lasat-kala sindhu-jalair anu-

-shifichati teguna rafga-bhuvam,

Bhajati sa kim na shashi kucha-kumbha

Tati-pari rambha-sukh’anu-bhavam,

Tava charanam Sharanam karavani

Nat’amara vani nivasi shivam, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (18)
Whoever worships Your Holy Place with gently flowing river water shining
like gold; feels the All-Embracing Joy in Your Bosom; Taking Refuge at Your
Feet, | Prostate to You, O Immortal Goddess Saraswati, Home of All
Auspiciousness; Victory to You .....

Tava vimal’endu-kulam vadan’endu

Malam sakalam nanu kulayate,

Kimu puru-htta purindu mukhi

Su-mukhibhir-asau vi-mukhi Kriyate,

Mama tu matam Shiva nama dhane

Bhavati kritaya kim-uta Kriyate, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (19)
Your Moon-like Face of Spotless Purity subdues All Impurities; Why else am
| uninterested in much-praised beauties like those in Indra's Court? To my
mind, without Your Grace, the Treasure of Shiva's Name cannot be found;
Victory to You .....

Ayi mayi dina daya-lutaya

Kripay’aiva tvaya bhavitavyam Ume,

Ayi jagato janani Kripay’asi

Yath’asi tath’anu-mitasi rate,

Yad-uchita-matra bhavaty'urari

Kurutad uru-tapam apa-kurute, Jaya, jaya, he ..... (20)
Bestow Your Grace on us, O Mother Uma, who is Compassionate to the
Miserable; O Mother of the Universe, You shower Grace on devotees and
arrows on their enemies; Do whatever is appropriate at this time, O
Worshipful Mother, to remove our sorrows and hard afflictions; Victory to
You, O Destroyer of Mahishasura, the Beautiful Braided-haired Daughter of
the Mountain.

Here ends the Mahishasura Mardini Stotram.
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ShHri ﬂnnapurna Stotram
by Shri Adi Shafikardchérya.

Nity’ananda kari var’abhaya kari saundarya ratna-Kkari,

You are eternally blissful, creating blessings and fearlessness and a jewel of loveliness.
Nir-dhut'akhila ghora pavana kari pratyaksha maheshwari,

You remove even constant torment and sins, O Supreme Goddess manifest,
Praley‘achala vansha pavana kari, Kashipur‘adhishwari, (1)

Purifying the family abiding in the snowy mountains, O Empress of Kashi (Varanasi)

Bhiksham dehi krip‘avalambana-kari, Mat'anna Purneshwari,
Kindly One on whom we depend for our bodily sustenances, O Mother Anna-Purna.

Mat'anna Purneshwari, He Mata Nirmal‘eShwart. (CHORUS)
O Divine Mother Shri Mataji Nirmala Deuvi.

Nana-ratna vichitra bhushana kari hem’ambara dambharsi,
Adorned with all jewels and ornaments, and clothed in gold, O Enemy of hypocrisy,
Mukta-hara vidamba mana vilasad dakshoja Kumbh’antart,

Strings of pearls add lustre to Your glory, O Daughter of King Daksha, Kumbhari,
Kashmira guru vasita ruchi-kari Kashipur‘adhishwari,
Gleaming with saffron and scented oils, O Empress of Kashi

Bhiksham-dehi ...... (2)

Yog’'ananda Kkari ripu-kshaya kari dharm'artha nishtha kari,
Giving the bliss of Yoga and destroying insincerity, the Source of righteousness.

Chandr'ark'anala bhasa mana lahari trailokya raksha-kari,
Light of the Moon, the Sun, and the mind, the Protector of the three worlds,

Sarveshwarya-kari tapah phala-kari Kashipur‘adhishwari,
Supreme Ruler of all and reward of our austerities, O Empress of Kashi,

Bhiksham-dehi ..... (3)
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Shri Annapurna Stotram

Kailas'achala kandar'alaya kari Gauri Uma Shafikardi,
Residing in the valleys of Mount Kailas, You are Shri Gauri, Uma, Shafikari, Kaumari,
Kaumari nigam'artha gochara kari OmKkara bij‘akshari,
The subject of all sacred texts, the field of all action and the sacred seed-syllable Om.
Moksha dwar-kapata patana kari, Kashipur‘adhishwari, (4)
The Opener of the gateway to liberation, O Empress of Kashi,
Bhiksham dehi krip‘avalambana-kari, Mat'anna Purneshwari,
He Mata Nirmal'eShwari.

Drishy‘adrishya pra-bhiita vahana kari
Brahmanda bhand'odari,
Carrying all that is visible and invisible inside Your belly which is this whole Universe,
Lila nataka suga bhedanna-kari vigiiyana dipam-Kkuri,
Dancing sportively you let flow Your bounty, giving the light of understanding,
Shri vi$hvesha manah prasadana Kkari, Kashipur‘adhishwari,
And brilliant clearness to the mind, O Ruler of all, O Empress of Kashi,
Bhiksham dehi ...... (5)

Urvi sarva jan‘eShwari Bhagavati Mat'anna Purn‘eshwari,
O Goddess who rules everything living on this Earth, O Mother Anna Purneshwari,
Veni-nila samana kuntala hari nity'anna dan‘eshwari,
Your braid of black hair is like that of Shri Visim, Ever-replete Goddess of wealth,
Sarv'ananda kari dasha shubha kari, Kashipur‘adhishwari,
Giving joy and a happy condition to all, O Empress of Kashi

Bhiksham dehi ... (6)

Adi kshanta sam-asta varnana kari Shambho-stri bhava Kkari,
O Primordial Earth, creating all outward forms, Bestower of happiness to all,
Kashmira tri-jal'eshwari tri-lahari nity‘ankura sharvari,
Ruler of the three waters of Kashmir and the three waves, Goddess of the night,
Kamakam-ksha-kari jan'odaya kari, Kashipur‘adhishwari,
Destroyer of desires and Producer of life, O Empress of Kashi,
Bhiksham dehi ... (7)
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Shri ﬂnnapurna Stotram

Devi sarva vichitra ratna rachita Dakshayani sundari
O, Devi, Maker of all jewels and treasures, O, Beautiful daughter of King Daksha,

Vamam svadu-payo-dhara priya-kar1 saubhagya maheshwari,
Lovely One who makes us fond of Your sweet milk, ever-shining Supreme Goddess,

Bhakt'abhishta kari dasha shubha kari, Kashipur‘adhishwarl.
Fulfiller of devotees’ longings, Giver of a happy fate O Empress of Kashi,

Bhiksham dehi ... (8)

Chandr'ark'anala koti koti sadrisha, chandr'‘ams$hu bimb‘adhari
Like ten million moons, suns and fires, O Upholder of the rays of the Moon and Sun,
Chandr'ark'agni samana kuntala dhari,
chandr'arka varn'‘eshwari,
You wear the Sun, Moon and fire like Your hair, O, Ruler of the Sun and Moon,
Mala pustaka pashas‘ankusha dhari, Kashipur‘adhishwari,
Bearer of garlands, ornaments, noose and goad, O Empress of Kashi,

Bhiksham dehi ..... (9)

Kshatra-trana kari mahabhaya kari, mata Kkripa sagari,
O, Protector of warriors, Remover of fears, O, Mother who is an ocean of kindness,
Sakshan moksha kari sada shiva kari viShv'‘eshwara shri-dhari,
Bestower of true liberation, ever-auspicious Sustainer of the Lord of this Universe,
Daksh'akranda kari nir-amaya kari, Kashipur‘adhishwari,
Who made King Daksha wail, Protector from diseases. O Empress of Kashi,
Bhiksham dehi .... (10)

Anna piirne sada piirne, Shafikara prana vallabhe,
O Shri Anna-purna, ever replete,most beloved of Shri Shiva,

Giiyana vairagya siddhy‘artham, bhiksham dehi cha Parvati. (11)
Give us knowledge and freedom from desires,the highest realisation is You, O Parvati.

Mata cha Parvati Devi, Pita Devo Maheshwarah,
You are our Mother, O Goddess Parvati, Our Father the great Lord Shiva.

Bandhavah Shiva bhaktash cha, Swa-deshi bhuvana trayam. (12)
The collectivity of Shiva devotees is our family throughout the three worlds.

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmala Devi namo namah
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Mabhalakshmi Stotram

Mahdlakshmi Ashtakam — ‘eight verses to the Goddess of Prosperity’
Namasté'stu Maha-maye, Shri-pithe sura-pijjite,
We bow to You, Great Creatrix, seated in the Shri Chakra and worshipped by the Gods,
Shaiikha chakra gada haste, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (1)
With Conch, Discus and Mace in Your Hands, O Mahalakshmi, we bow to Thee.

Namaste garud'arudhe Kolhasura bhayan-Kkari,
Obeisance to You who rides on a condor, the Annihilator of the fox-demon Kolha,

Sarva papa hare Devi, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (2)
O Goddess who destroys all wickedness, O Mahalakshmi, we bow to Thee.

Sarva-giiya sarva-varade sarva-dushta bhayaii-kari,
You are all-knowing, all wish fulfilling, the Destroyer of all wickedness,

Sarva duhkha hare Devi, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (3)
The Goddess who removes all sorrows, O Great Mother, we bow to Thee.

Siddhi-buddhi-prade Devi Bhukti-mukti pradayini,
O Deuvi, giver of Success, Intelligence, Worldly Enjoyment and Liberation
Mantra-mirte sada Devi, Mahalakshmi namo'stu-te (4)
Thou hast always the Mantras as Thy form, O Mahalakshmi, obeisance to Thee.

Ady‘anta-rahite Devi, Adi Shakti Maheshwari
O Goddess without beginning or end, Primordial Energy, Shakti of Lord Shiva
Yogaje yoga-sambhute, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (5)
Leading us to Yoga, Your nature is Yoga, O Mahalakshmi, we bow to You

Sthula sikshma maha-raudre, maha-shakti mahodare,
Both vast and subtle, of great fierceness, the great Power and great Compassion,

Maha-papa hare Devi, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (6)
Goddess who removes the greatest of sins, O Mahalakshmi, we bow to Thee.
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Padm'asana sthite Devi, Para-brahma swa-rupini,
O Devi, seated on the Lotus, who is the Supreme Consciousness,

Parameshi jagan-matar, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (7)
Supreme Ruler and Mother of the Universe, O Great Mother, Obeisance to Thee.

Shwet'ambara-dhare Devi, Nan'alaiikara bhushite,
Goddess clothed in white, and decorated with myriad ornaments,
Jagat-sthite jagan-matar, Mahalakshmi namo‘stu-te. (8)
Residing on this Earth, the Mother of this world,
O Goddess of the Highest Wealth, we bow to Thee.

Phala-shruti —1istening to the rewards’

Mahalakshmy‘ashtakam stotram, yah pathe bhaktiman narah
Whoever says this praise of Shri Mahalakshmi becomes the greatest of devotees,
Sarva-siddhim avapnoti, rajyam prapnoti sarvada.
He becomes all-powerful, a lord among men and a dispenser of all good things.

Eka-kale pathet nityam, mahapapa vinashanam,
Repeated once every day, great sins are destroyed,

Dvi-kalam yah pathet nityam, dhana-dhanya samanvitah
Repeated twice every day, great wealth and prosperity accrue.

Tri-kalam yah pathet nityam, maha-shatru vinashanam,
Repeated thrice every day, even the greatest of enemies is destroyed,
Mahalakshmir-bhavet nityam, prasanna varada shubha.
Shri Mahalakshmi is ever pleased and bestows boons, happiness and auspiciousness.

Om Twameva siakshat Shri Jagan-mata, Mahalakshmi sakshat,
Shri Nirmala Devi namo namah.

Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi, You are verily the Mother of this world,
Shri Mahalakshmi incarnated, we bow eternally to You.
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Devi Aparadha Kshamapana Stotram

Prayer for the forgiveness of sins
One may bow one’s head and pull the ears while chanting.

Om

Aparadha sahasrani kriyante-‘harniSham maya

Daso-'yam iti mam matwa, kshamaswa Parameshwari i
I must have committed a thousand sins in my life by day and night
Please accept me as Your servant, O Supreme Goddess, please forgive me,

Awahanam na janami, na janami visarjanam
Pujam chaiva na janami, kshamyatam Parameshwari w2

| know not how to invoke You, | know not how to welcome You,
| know not how to worship You, O Supreme Goddess, please forgive me,

Mantra-hinam Kriya-hinam bhakti-hinam Sureshwari

Yat pujitam maya Devi, pari purnam tadastu me. - 3.
| have no mantras, | have no good deeds, | have no devotion,
O Greatest of Goddesses, and yet my worship of You, O Goddess
of all lllusion, You have allowed to be fulfilled.

Aparadha-shatam Kkritva jagadamb’eti ch’occharet

Yam gatirh samavapnoti na tarmmh brahm’adayah surah 3
Having done a hundred sins they spoke thus to Shri Jagadamba
Brahma and the other Gods approached Her to obtain this

S’aparadho-‘smi sharanam praptas-tvam jagad-ambike
Idanim-anukampyo-‘ham yathechchhasi tatha kuru w5

So sinful as I am, please grant me refuge, O Mother of the World.
Now | am to be pitied, do this at Your Pleasure.
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Agiiyana-dvis-mriter-bhrantya yan-nyiinam-adhikar Kritam
Tat-sarvarn kshamyatar Devi prasida Parameshwari . 6..
Ignorance, hatred, death, delusion, those very base acts
Forgive all that O Gracious Devi, O Supreme Goddess.

Kameshvari jagan-matah sach-chid-ananda vigrahe

Grihan’archam-imar pritya prasida Parameshwari w7
Ruler of Desire, Mother of the World, whose form is Truth, Consciousness
and Bliss, accept this praise affectionately, O Gracious Supreme Goddess

Guhy’ati-guhya- goptri twam grihan’asmat-Kkritam japam

Siddhir bhavatu me Devi twat-prasadat Sureshvari w8
Guardian of the Most Sectret Mystery, accept this recitation we perform
Grant me Self-realisation O Devi, Thou Supreme of all the Gods.

Prasida bhagavaty’amba prasida bhakta-vatsale

Prasadam kuru me devi, Durge devi namo-‘stu te . 9.
Be Pleased O Mother of all graces who loves devotees as Her own children
Do this graciously for me O Devi, O Goddess Durga salutations to You.

Iti aparadha-kshama-pana-stotram samaptam
Here ends the prayer begging for forgiveness of sins.

Notes:

There are several versions of this prayer, with less verses at the
beginning and more verses at the end. We have chosen one of the
most common and simplest of versions.

There is also a completely different prayer by Shri Adi Shankaracharya
which starts ‘Na mantram na yantram’.
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Shri *Kuijika Stotram
Kunjika -‘a shady bower, murmuring’

Om Shri Ganeshaya namah Om Salutations to Shri Ganesha

Asya Shri Kuiijika Stotra-mantrasya Of these Kunjika Stotram mantras

Sadashiva rishih The Sage is Shri Sadashiva
Anushtup chhandah The Metre is Anushtubh,

Shri Trigunatmika devata The Deity is the three-braided Goddess,
Om Aim bijam Aim is the Seed,

Om Hrim shaktih Hrim is the Power,

Om Klim kilakam Klim is the Root Mantra.

Mama sarv'abhishta-siddhy'arthe For the fulfilment of all my desires
Jape viniyogah This is recitation is undertaken.
Shiva uvacha: Shri Shiva said-

Shrinu Devi pravakshami Kuiijika stotram uttamam,

Yena mantra prabhavena Chandi japah shubho bhavet. (1)
Listen, O Devi, while | recite this excellent praise of Kunjika.
By recitation of these most excellent mantras, may Shri Chandi be pleased.

Na kavacham n’argala stotram kilakam na rahasyakam,

Na suktam n’api va dhyanam na nyaso nav’archanam. (2)
No prayer for protection, no introductory praise, no secret mantras,
No eulogies or meditations, no attention exercises or worship,

The Kunjika Stotram (not to be confused with the Kubjika Tantra!) describes
some important Bija Mantras. The prayer mostly addresses the Left Side
aspects of the Goddess, Shri Chandi, Bhairavi, Pdrvati, etc.
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Shri Kurijika Stotram
Kuiijika patha-matrena Durga-patha-phalam labhet,
Ati-guhya-taram Devi devanam-api dur-labham (3)
Only by reciting this Kunjika may one attain the fruits of the inaccessible
Path; The most secret, O Devi, which is hard for even the Gods to attain.

Gopanlyam prayatnena swa-yonir-iva Parvati,

Maranam mohanam vashyam stambhanoch-ch’atanadikam

Patha-matrena sam-siddhyet Kuiijika stotram uttamam (4)
Purposefully reciting this secret praise one becomes Self-born, O Parvati,
Death, illusion and domination by others can be arrested and destroyed.
Only by reciting this most excellent Kunjika Stotram may one succeed,

Om Shriim Shriim Shriim Sham Phat
Aim Hrim Klim jvala ujjvala prajvala
Hrim Hrim Klim sravaya sravaya shapam nashaya nashaya
Shrim Shrim Shrim Jiim sah sravaya adaya Swaha. (5)
Om Shriam Shram Shriim hear this and peace will be,
Aim Hrim Klim- flame (Kundalini) igniting, blazing up,
Hrim Hrim Klim, listen, listen, all curses are destroyed, destroyed,
Shrim Shrim Shrim, he who listens receives good fortune quickly,

Om Shlim Hiim Klim Glam Jim sah

Jvala ujjvala mantram prajvala

Ham Sam Lam Ksham Phat Swaha. (6)
Om Shlim Him Klim Glam, saying these mantras, quickly the flame
blazes up; Shiva Shakti Mother Earth bearing up. So, well-said!

Namaste Rudra-rupayai namaste Madhu-mardini,
Namaste Kaitabha-nashinyai namaste Mahish’ardini,

We bow to You of Fierce Form, O Crusher of the demon Madhu,
Salutations to You, O Destroyer of Kaitabha and Tormentor of Mahishasura

Namaste Shumbha-hantryai cha NisShumbh'asura-sidini,
Namaste jagrate Devi jape siddhim kurushva me. (7)
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Shri Kurijika Stotram
Prostrations to You, O Slayer of Shumbha and Nishumbha.
Salutations to You O awakened Devi, may this recitation bring success,

Aim-Kkari srishti-rupinyai Hrim-Kkari prati-palika.

Klim Kali kala-rupinyai bija-rupe namo-‘stu te. (8)
The sound Aim is the form of Creation, Hrim is the Preserver.
Klim is Shri Kali of the Seed Form of the Destroyer*, Salutations to You.

Chamunda chanda-rupa cha yainkari vara-dayini,
Vichche tw’abhaya-da nityam namaste mantra-rupini. (9)
O Goddess Chamunda, the form of anger, by which sound boons are granted.
Vichche gives freedom from fear always, Salutations to You,
who is of the form of these mantras,

Dham Dhim Dhum Dhurjateh patni

Vam Vim Vim Vagishwari tatha. (10)
Dham Dhim Dham O Wife Of Lord Shiva of matted locks,
Vam Vim Vam, O Goddess of Speech.

Kram Krim Krum Kuiijika Devi,

Shram Shrim Shriam me $hubham kuru,

Hum Hum Hum-Kkara-rupinyai,

Jram Jrim Jrum bhala-nadini. (11)
Kram Krim Kridm O Devi Kufijika, Shram Shrim Shriim, make me auspicious,
Ham Ham, of the Form of the sound Him,

Jram Jrim Jram, resonating on forehead.

Bhram Bhrim Bhrum Bhairavi bhadre,

Bhavanyai te namo namabh.

Om Am Kam Cham Tam Tam Pam Sam

Viduram viduram vimardaya vimardaya (12)
Bhram Bhrim Bhrim we bow to You, O fierce and auspicious One
who is all existence. The first letters of the eight groups, (without
the seventh - Yam) Wise, wise, destruction, destruction.
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Shri Kurijika Stotram
Hrim Ksham Kshim Srim jivaya jivaya trotaya trotaya
Jambhaya jambhaya dipaya dipaya mochaya mochaya
Hrim Ksham Kshim Srim, soul, soul, destruction, destruction,
crushing, crushing, light, light, liberation, liberation,
Hum Phat Jram Vaushat
Aim Hrim Klim rafjaya raifijjaya safjaya sanjaya
Guiijjaya guiijjaya bandhaya bandhaya
Ham Phat Jram, thus it goes auspiciously,
Aim Hrim Klim, worship, worship, Creator, Creator,
Humming, humming, binding, binding
Bhram Bhrim Bhrum Bhairavi bhadre

Safikucha safikucha trotaya trotaya mlim swaha. (13)

Bhram Bhrim Bhruam, Fierce and Auspicious Goddess,
Modesty, modesty, destruction, destruction, mlim swaha-‘well spoken’

Pam Pim Pum Parvati purna

Kham Khim Khum Kkhechari tatha,

Mlam Mlim Mlum mula-vistirna Kuijika stotra hetave,
Pam Pim Pum, the complete Shri Parvati,

Kham Khim Kham, bliss dropping from the curled-back tongue is thus.
Mlam MIlim Mlim, extended roots on account of this Kunjika praise,

Abhaktaya na datavyam raksha Parvati,

Vihina Kuiijika devya yastu sapta-Shatim pathet,

Na tasya jayate siddhir-hyaranye ruditam yasya. (14)
This protection should not be given to a non-devotee, O Parvati,
Without the Divine power of Kunjika one may recite the Sapta-shati
-‘700 verses’ without victory, only succeeding in weeping.

Iti $hri-damara-tantra IShwara Parvati samvade
Kuiijika Stotram sam-purnam.
Here ends the Kunjika Stotram recited by Lord Shiva to ShrT Parvati
in the Shri Damara Tantra.
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Sanskrit Notation and Pronunciation

The notation used is based on the IAST Sanskrit notation while still
retaining traditional Sahaja Yoga spellings. It utilises the following
symbols which are explained below.

Vowels: a, 1, G, ri/ru. Cerebral consonants: t, th, d, dh, n, sh. Nasals: n,
N. Sibilants: sh, sh. The differences with the IAST system are:

Notation used in this book IAST Sanskrit equivalent
-Sh eg Shiva, Shri, Ganesha -$ eg. Siva, Sri, Ganesa

-sh eg. Vishnu, Krishna -s eg.Visnu, Krsna

-ch eg. Chandra, gachchhami -C eg. Candra, gacchami
-chh eg. Chhandas, gachchhami -ch eg. Chandas, gacchami
The vowel ri or ru eg. Krishna, Amrut -r eg. Krsna, Amrt.

Consonants are pronounced roughly the same as in English, apart from
those listed below, but the vowels are generally more ‘closed’ and
lower in the throat.

1 Vowels. The symbols a, 1 and u are used for long vowels. Long a and
short a are different sounds. Long T and u are the short sounds
lengthened.

e Short a is the hardest vowel sound because it is so short. It is like the u
in but or a in local —like saying the consonants without any vowels;
Ganapati is ‘g-n-p-ti’ roughly like ‘gunner-putty’. ‘a’ is never hard as in
bat.

e Long a as in master (UK English) or the Aa in Aachen (German city)

e Longiasin beet. Shorti as in bit.

e Long U as in pool. (eg Muladhara) Short u as in pull, not as fun - which
is short a, (unless you come from Yorkshire)

e 0 and e are always long. O as in modem, and never short as in
modern. Moksha is pronounced ‘moke-sha’, Om rhymes with ‘home’
but more closed. Eka sounds like English ‘acre’; klem would sound like
‘claim’. Words ending in e are always pronounced long é.

e au and ai are diphthongs; au as in ‘proud’ and ai as in ‘kite’.
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2 Consonants with dots under t, th, d, dh, n, and sh are pronounced
with the tip of the tongue curled back against the roof of the mouth,
with a half-r sound. (as in Ganesha, Ida Nadi, etc.)

3 There are no fricatives (th, v or f) in Sanskrit.; th is an aspirated t as in
boathook eg. Atharva. Ph is aspirated p as in ‘map-holder’ and not f.
eg. Phala - ‘fruit’.

4 v and w are the same letter in Devanagari. Normally w is used when
joined to another consonant, eg. twam, swami and v is used when on
its own, eg. Shiva, Vishnu. The sound is halfway between v and w like
‘vw’ i.e.tvwam. Try saying it as ‘W’ with the upper teeth touching the
lower lip.

5 Final h, as in namabh, is an aspiration of the final vowel and not a full
extra syllable. There is an echo of the final vowel with the aspiration.

6 r is a vowel, usually written ri, as in rishi or Krishna and sometimes ru,
as in amrut or gruha. Properly it should be written Krsna, amrt or
grha. Be aware that there is no full vowel sound after the .

r as a vowel or a consonant should be rolled in the Scottish manner
with the tongue curled back and not with the English tendency to
elongate the vowel and drop the r (ie. ‘dark’ being pronounced ‘daak’)

7 The composite letter ji is written gy (eg. Agiiya, giiyana-‘knowledge’)
It is pronounced —gya with the g nasalised.
g is always pronounced as in begin and not as in vegetable, which is j.

8 Guttural and Palatal nasals n and i are pronounced in the same part of
the mouth as the letter they precede as in bank, hung and puiich.

9 In Hindi and Marathi short a at the end of words and before long
syllables is dropped so Rama becomes Ram, Sulabha becomes Sulbha
etc. This is not done in Sanskrit.

10 s is always unvoiced, ie. like hiss and not his.
3 o ST =Y qrdrel ¢ ¥R
Jay Shri Mataji!
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