The Shiva Kavach
Atha Amogha Shiva Kavacham -‘The Unfailing Armour of Shri Shiva’

Om Shri Ganeshaya namah Salutations to Shri Ganesha
Asya Shri Shiva Kavacha stotra mantrasya Of this Shiva Kavach
Brahma rishih Shri Brahmadeva is the Composing Seer
Anushtup chhandah Anushtubh® is the Meter
Shri Sadashiva-rudro devata The Fearsome Eternal Spirit is the Deity
Hrinm shaktih, Rarh kilakam Hrim is the Power, Ram is the Key
Shrirh Hrir Klim bijam Shrim Hrim Klim are the Seeds

Shri Sadashiva prity’arthe Shiva Kavacha stotra jape viniyogah.
To please the Eternal Lord this recitation is undertaken

Kara nyasah: Meditation on the hand
O namo Bhagavate jwala jwala-maline
Salutations to the Radiant Lord encircled with flames

Omnh Hram, sarva shakti dhamne Om Hram, Abode of all power
IShan’atmane Spirit of light and dominion,
Angushtha-bhyam namabh. Salutations to the thumbs

O namo Bhagavate jwala jwala-maline
Salutations to the Radiant Lord encircled with flames, Om Nam Rim

Ornh Narh Rim, nitya tripti dhamne Abode of eternal contentment
Tat-purush’atmane Essence of Formless Consciousness
Tarjani-bhyarh namah. Salutations to the forefingers

O namo Bhagavate jwala jwala-maline
Salutations to the Radiant Lord encircled with flames, Om Mam Rim

Om Mam Rium, anadi shakti dhamne Abode of eternal power
Aghor’atmane The Gentle Spirit
Madhyama-bhyarh namah. Salutations to the middle fingers

In spite of this assertion, the main meter is Trishtubh! Verses 1 and 2 and the Phala-shruti
are in Anushtubh (4 quarters of eight syllables) and then verses 3-27 have four lines of eleven
syllables which is Trishtubh meter. The lists of names are not in meter.
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O namo Bhagavate jwala jwala-maline
Salutations to the Radiant Lord encircled with flames, Om Shim Raim

O Shirh Raim swa-tantra shakti dhamne Abode of absolute power
Vama dev’atmane Lovely Essence of the Left Side
Anamika-bhyar namabh. Salutations to the ring fingers

O namo Bhagavate jwala jwala-maline
Salutations to the Radiant Lord encircled with flames, Om Vam Raum

Orh Varh Raunh alupta-shakti dhamne Abode of undiminished energy
Sadyo-jat’atmane The New-born Soul
Kanishthika-bhyarm namabh. Salutations to the little fingers

O namo Bhagavate jwala jwala-maline
Salutations to the Radiant Lord encircled with flames, Om Yam Rah

Orh Yam Rah anadi shakti dhamne Abode of eternal power
Sarv’atmane Soul of everything
Kara-tala kara-prishtha-bhyam namabh. Salutations to the palms

[The Bijas Om, Nam, Mam, Shim, Vam, Yam spell ‘Om namah Shivéaya’,
the five-syllabled mantra. Ram is the Fire Bija, here taken with six vowels.]

Atha dhyanam: The Meditation
Vajra-damshtram tri-nayanar kala-kantham arindamam,
With diamond-hard jaws, three-eyed, black-throated, destroying enemies
Sahasra-karam aty’ugrarh vande Shambhur Uma-patim.
Thousand-handed, very fierce, we bow to the Beneficent Husband of Uma

Rishabha uvacha: Sage Rishabha said:
Atah param sarva purana guhyam

This is the supreme secret of all the ancient texts
Nihshesha pap’augha hararh pavitram,

Which removes and purifies a mountain of sins
Jaya pradam sarva vipat pramochanar

Grants victory and liberates from all calamities
Vakshyami Shaivarh Kavachar hitaya te.

I will recite this Shiva Kavach for your benevolence.



Namas-kritva Mahadevam vishva vyapinam iShvaram,

After bowing to the Great God, the Supreme Spirit prevading the whole Universe,
Vakshye Shiva-mayar varma sarva raksha karar nrinam. (1)

| will reveal the auspicious praise conferring all protection and safety on humanity

Shuchau deshe samasino yath’avat kalpit'asanabh,
In a clean place, sitting in a suitably prepared seat

Jitendriyo jita-pranas chintayet Shivam avyayam. (2)
Controlling the senses and the breath, let him meditate on the Imperishable Lord

Hrit-pundarik’antara san-nivishtam

Settled down in the secret chamber of the heart
Swa-tejasa vyapta nabho-'vakasham,

Entering inside absorbed in his own heavenly inner light

Atindriyam stiikshmam anantam adyar
Beyond the senses, subtle, infinite, primordial

Dhyayet par'ananda-mayarin Mahesham. (3)
May he meditate on the Great Lord whose nature is Supreme Bliss

Dhyan’avadhut’akhila karma bandhash

Meditating, renouncing everything, cutting the long-time bonds of Karma

Chiram chid-ananda nimagna chetah,
With awareness immersed in the Bliss of Consciousness
Shad akshara nyasa samahit’atma
Fully intent on the six-syllabled meditation (Om namah Shivaya)

Shaivena kuryat kavachena raksham. (4)
With this Shiva Kavach he may obtain protection

Mam patu Devo-’khila devat'atma
Protect me, O Spirit of all the Gods
Samsara Kupe patitam garbhire,
From the deep chasm of troubles of this worldly life

Tan nama divyarnh vara mantra mulam
May these Divine names, the root of all excellent mantras

Dhunotu me sarva magham hridi stham. (5)
Destroy all the sins in my heart

Sarvatra mam rakshatu Vishva-murtir
Protect me everywhere, O Form of the Universe



Jyotir-may’ananda ghanas chid’atma,
Full of light, solid joy, the Essence of Consciousness

An’ora-niy’anuru Shaktir ekah
The One Power of tiny and vast, low and high,

Sa IShvarah patu bhayad asheshat. (6)
May that Divine Ruler protect me from all fears

Yo bhii swa-rupena bibharti viShvarm
May He whose form is the Earth, who sustains the world
Payat sa bhiimer Girisho-'shta murtih,
Protect me from the earth, O Eight-formed Lord of the Mountain
Yo-’parh swa-rupena nrinam Kkaroti
May He who sustains humanity in the form of water,
Safijivanar so-'vatu mam jalebhyah. (7)
Guard my life from water

Kalp’avasane bhuvanani dagdhva
O Turner of Ages and Burner of Worlds,
Sarvani yo nrityati bhuri lilah,
Who destroys everything by dancing for His great play
Sa kala rudro-'vatu mam dav’agner
May that Destroyer of Time protect me from fire,
Vaty’'adi bhiter akhilat cha tapat. (8)
Storms and other dangers and from all pain and grief

Pradipta vidyut kanak’avabhaso
May He who gleams like gold and shines like lightning
Vidya var’abhiti kuthara panih,
In whose hands are knowledge, boons, fearlessness and a sword

Chatur mukhas tat-purushas tri-netrah
Four-faced, three-eyed, Supreme Formless Spirit

Prachyam sthitam rakshatu mam ajasram. (9)
Standing in the east, protect me for ever

Kuthara ved’ankusha pasha shula
Holding a sword, sacred texts, goad, noose and trident
Kapala dhakk’aksha gunan dadhanah,

Skull, drum and counting beads in the hands



Chatur mukho nila ruchis tri-netrah
Four-faced, three-eyed and blue-skinned

Payad Aghoro dishi dakshinasyam.
Protect, O Gentle Lord, the direction of the south

Kundendu shankha sphatik’avabhaso
Shining white like crystal, Jasmine or a conch,

Ved’aksha-mala varad’abhay’ankah,

(10)

Garlanded with the Vedas, whose hand-gestures grant boons and fearlessness

Try’akshas chatur vaktra uru-prabhavah
Three-eyed, four-faced, of great majesty

Sadyo-’'dhi-jato-'vatu mam pratichyam.
Protect me, O New-born Lord, in the west

Var’aksha mal’abhaya tanka hastah
Having boons, rosary, fearlessness and axe in the hands
Saroja Kkinjalka samana varnah,
Whose colour is like a lotus-filament
Tri-lochanas charu chatur mukho marh
Three-eyed, four-faced and beautiful
Payad udichyam dishi Vama-devah.
Protect me in the north, O Lovely Lord of the Left Side

Ved’abhay’esht’ankusha pasha tanka
Holding the Vedas, fearlessness, desires, goad, noose, axe,
Kapala dhakk’akshara shiila panih,
Skull, drum, rosary and trident in the hands
Sita dyutih paficha mukho-'vatan mam
Shining white, five-faced, guard me
IShana urdhvam Parama-prakashah.
From above, O Lord of Supreme Enlightenment

Mirdhanam avyan mama Chandra-maulih

Protect my head, O Moon-crested Lord
Bhalarh mam’avyad atha Bhala-netrah,

Protect my forehead, Thou whose forehead has a third eye
Netre mam’avyad Bhaga-netra-hari

Protect my eyes, O Destroyer of Kimadeva’s (lustful) eyes
Nasam sada rakshatu Vishva-nathah.

Protect always my nose, O Master of the Universe
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Payat $hruti me Shruti-gita-kirtih

Protect my ears, O Lord celebrated in the sacred songs
Kapolam avyat satatarh Kapali,

Guard my cheeks constantly, O Skull-adorned Lord

Vaktram sada rakshatu paficha-vaktro
Protect my face always, O Five-faced God

Jihvam sada rakshatu Veda-jihvah. (15)
Protect ever my tongue, Thou on whose tongue is Sacred Knowledge

Kanthar Girisho-'vatu Nila-kanthah
Guard my neck, O Blue-throated Mountain Lord
Pani dvayam patu Pinaka-panih,
And both my hands, O Bow-weilding God

Dormulam avyan mama Dharma-bahuh
Protect my armpits, Thou Armed with Righteousness

Vakshah sthalarh Daksham akh’antako-'vyat. (16)
And guard my speech and chest, O Ender of Daksha’s sacrifice

Mam’odaram patu Gir'indra-dhanva
Protect my belly, Thou whose bow is the Lord of mountains

Madhyam mam’avyan Madan’anta-kari,
Guard my middle, O Killer of the God of Love

Heramba-tato mama patu nabhim
Protect my navel, O Father of Ganesha

Payat katirh Dhar-jatir IShvaro me. (17)
Protect my waist, O Lord with matted locks

Uru dvayar patu Kubera-mitro
Protect my two thighs, O Friend of Kubera

Janu dvayam me Jagad-iShvaro-'vyat,
Guard both my knees, O Lord of the World
Jangha yugarh Pungava-ketur avyat
Protect my ankles, Thou whose flag is the bull
Padau mam’avyat Sura-vandya-padah. (18)
And guard my feet, whose Feet are worshipped by the Gods.
Maheshvarah patu din’adi yame
May the Great Ruler protect me in the first part of the day
Mam madhya yame-'vatu Vama-devabh,
And the Splendorous God in the middle part
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Tri-lochanah patu tritiya yame

May the Three-eyed Lord protect in the third part
Vrisha-dhvajah patu din’antya yame.

And the Bull-flagged Lord in the last part of the day

Payan nish’adau Shashi-$hekharo mar

In the start of the night, may the Moon-crested Lord protect me

Ganga-dharo rakshatu mam nishithe,
And the Supporter of Ganga in the midnight

Gauri-patih patu nish’avasane

May the Husabnd of Gauri, protect me in the last part of the night

Mrityuii-jayo rakshatu sarva kalam.
And the Victor over Death, protect me at all times

Antah sthitarh rakshatu Shankaro mar

May the Benevolent Lord protect me indoors
Sthanuh sada patu bahih sthitarh mam,

And the Ever-firm God protect me outside
Tad antare patu Patih-pashiunam

May the Protector of Cattle guard when in-between

Sadashivo rakshatu mam samanta.
And the Eternal Happiness protect me everywhere

Tishthatam avyad Bhuvan’aika-nathah

May the One Lord of all the Worlds guard me standing
Payad vrajantam Pramath’adhi-nathah,

And the Overlord of the Divine Troops protect me walking
Vedanta-vedyo-'vatu marm nishannam

May the Sacred Knowledge of all religions protect me sitting
Mam’avyayah patu Shivah shayanam.

And the Benevolent Lord guard me reclining

Margeshu mam rakshatu Nila-kanthah

May the Blue-throated God protect me on the path
Shail’adi durgeshu Pura-tray’arih,

And the Enemy of Tripura, in mountains and other hard places
Aranya-vas’adi maha-pravase

May the Forest-dwelling Lord protect me on great journeys
Payan Mriga-vyadha udara shaktih.

And the Deer-hunter protect my rising energy (Kundalini)
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Kalp’antako-‘topa patu prakopah

At the end of time, hastily, with terrible violent anger
Sphut’attahasoch chalit’'anda koshah,

The Loud-laughing Lord shakes the egg-shell (of the Universe)
Ghor’ari sen’arnava dur-nivara

May that Terrible Lord stop the four-fold armies of my enemies

Maha-bhayad rakshatu Vira-bhadrah. (24)
And may the Distinguished Hero protect me from geat fear

Patty’ashvat matanga ghat’avarutha
Divisions of cavalry, elephants, chariots and infantry

Sahasra laksh’ayuta koti bhishanam,
Hundreds of millions and terrifying untold crores

Akshauhininarh Shatam atatayinarn
A hundred full armies intent on killing me

Chhindyan Mrido ghora kuthara dharaya. (25)
May be routed by the Joy-giving Lord wielding the fearsome axe

Nihantu dasyun Pralay’anal’archir
Destroy all enemies, O Flame of the Fire of Final Dissolution

Jvalat trishulam Tri-pur’antakasya,

With the blazing trident of the Destroyer of the demons’ three cities
Shardiila sirhha’rksha vrik’adi hirhsran

Save me from tigers, lions, bears, wolves and other savage beasts
Santrasaya Tv'iSha-dhanuh pinakah. (26)

And from great fear, Thou Lord with the mighty bow Pinaka

Duh-svapna duh-shakuna dur-gati daur-manasya
Bad dreams, bad omens, bad conduct and bad thoughts

Dur-bhiksha dur-vyasana dus-saha dur-yashamsi,
Bad eating, bad fasting, bad companions and bad reputation

Utpata tapa visha bhitim asad-grahartim
Calamity, grief, hatred, fear and trouble from bad planets

Vyadhimsh cha nashayatu me Jagatam-adhishah. (27)
And all diseases may be destroyed for me, O Overseeing Lord of the Worlds

Orh namo Bhagavate Sadashivaya Salutations to the Eternally Blissful Lord
1. Sakala tattv’atmakaya The Essence of all good qualities
2. Sarva mantra swa-rupaya Embodied in all mantras



Sarva yantr’adhi-shthitaya
Sarva tantra swa-rupaya
Sarva tattva viduraya
Brahma rudr’avatarine
Nila kanthaya

Parvati manohara priyaya
Soma sury’agni lochanaya
10. Bhasm’oddhulita vigrahaya
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11. Mahamani mukuta dharanaya

12. Manikya bhushanaya

Presiding in all sacred diagrams

Whose forms are all sacred techniques
Beyond all philosophical principles
Coming wailing from Brahma’s forehead
Blue-throated

Beloved of captivating Parvati

Whose eyes are the moon, sun and fire

Whose body is smeared with ashes

Wearing a magnificent crest-jewel

Adorned with rubies

13. Srishti sthiti pralaya kala Raudr’avataraya
The Fierce God who embodies creation, sustenance, dissolution and time

14. Daksh’adhvara dhvarmsakaya

15. Mahakala bhedanaya
16. Muladhar’aika nilayaya
17. Tattv’atitaya

18. Ganga dharaya

19. Sarva dev’adi devaya
20. Shad’ashrayaya

21. Vedanta saraya
22. Trivarga sadhanaya

The Ruiner of Daksha’s sacrifice
Destroying in the form of time
Residing first in the Sacrum
Beyond all principles

The Support of River Ganga
First among all the Gods

The Five Senses and the Mind

The Essence of Spiritual Knowledge

The Means of achieving the three goals

23. Ananta koti brahmanda nayakaya

Foremost in unending crores of Universes

24. Ananta vasuki takshaka karkotaka shankha kulika padma-

-maha-padm’eti ashta maha-naga kula bhiishanaya
Adorned with the king of snakes, great lotuses, sugar-cane bow, conch, etc.

25. Pranava swa-rupaya

26. Chid akashaya

27. Akasha dik swarupaya
28. Graha nakshatra maline
29. Sakalaya

30. Kalanka rahitaya

The Personification of Om

The All-pervading Consciousness
Embodied in the Firmament

Garlanded by planets and constellations
Everything

Free of impurity



31. Sakala lok’aika kartre
32. Sakala lok’aika bhartre

33. Sakala lok’aika sarmhhantre

34. Sakala lok’aika gurave
35. Sakala lok’aika sakshine
36. Sakala nigama guhyaya
37. Sakala vedanta paragaya

38. Sakala lok’aika vara pradaya
39. Sakala lok’aika shankaraya

40. Shashanka $hekharaya
41. Shashvata nij’avasaya
42. Nir-abhasaya

43. Nir-amayaya

44. Nir-malaya

45. Nir-lobhaya

46. Nir-madaya

47. Nish-chintaya

48. Nir-ahankaraya

49. Nir-ankushaya

50. Nish-kalankaya

51. Nir-gunaya

52. Nish-kamaya

53. Nir-upaplavaya
54. Nir-avadhyaya

55. Nir-antaraya

56. Nish-karanaya

57. Nir-antakaya

58. Nish-prapanchaya
59. Nis-sangaya

60. Nir-dvandvaya

61. Nir-adharaya
62. Niragaya

10

The Primary Creator of all worlds
The Primary Supporter of all worlds
The One Destroyer of all worlds
The First Guru of all worlds

The Main Witness of all worlds

The Secret Doctrine of everything
Beyond all sacred knowledge

The Chief Boon-giver of all worlds
The Benevolence of all worlds

Having the moon as a crest-jewel

Whose own dwelling is the Earth
Without false appearances
Infallible

Pure

Without greed

Unintoxicated

Without anxiety

Free of ego

Unfettered

Innocent

Attributeless
Desireless

Free of disaster
Unlimited
Undivided

Without causation
Never destroyed
Without multiplicity
Companionless

Beyond duality

Unsupported

Free of passion



63. Nish-krodhaya Without anger

64. Nir-malaya Pure

65. Nish-papaya Sinless

66. Nir-bhayaya Fearless

67. Nir-vikalpaya Beyond conceptual thought
68. Nir-bhedaya Whole

69. Nish-Kriyaya Not doing

70. Nis-tulaya Incomparable

71. Nih-sams$hayaya Without doubts

72. Nir-ailjjanaya Pure, unadorned

73. Nir-upama vibhavaya Of unmatched prowess

74. Nitya Shuddha buddha- Ever-pure, awakened, complete,

-pari-purna sach-chid-anand’advayaya the undivided Existence,
Consciousness and Bliss

75. Parama Sshanta swarupaya Experienced as Supreme Tranquility
76. Tejo rupaya Whose form is light
77. Tejo mayaya Composed of light

Jaya Jaya Rudra, Maha-raudra, Bhadr’avatara
Victory to the very Fierce Lord, the Embodiment of auspiciousness and goodness

Maha-bhairava, Kala-bhairava, Kalp’anta-bhairava,

The very Fearsome Ruler of Time and Destruction, the Ender of Ages
Kapala mala-dhara, Khatv’'anga Khadga charma,

With a garland of skulls, a skull-topped staff, a sword and animal skins,
Pash’ankusha damaru shila chapa bana gada shakti-

Noose, goad, drum, trident, bow, arrows, mace and spear,

-bhindi-pala tomara musala mudgara pasha parigha
catapult, javelin, club, pistol, rope, Iron bar,
-bhushundi shataghni chakr’ady’ayudha bhishana kara.

hammer, gun, discus and other terrifying weapons in the hands

Sahasra mukha Thousand-faced
Damshtra karala vadana With gaping jaws
Vikat’atta hasa Laughing loudly

Vispharita brahmanda mandala Breaking open the Egg of Brahma (Universe)
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Nagendra kundala Having the king of snakes for earrings

Nagendra hara Garlanded with the king of snakes
Nagendra valaya Encircled by the snake-lord
Nagendra charma dhara Wearing a mighty elephant’s hide
Mrityuii jaya Victorious over death
Try’ambaka Three-eyed

Tri-pur’antaka Destroyer of the three cities of the demons
Vishva rupa Whose Form is the Universe
Virup’aksha With large and powerful eyes
Vishveshvara The Ruler of everything
Vrishabha vahana Whose vehicle is a bull

Visha vibhushana Adorned with poison (blue-throated)
Vishvato mukha Facing in all directions

Sarvato raksha raksha mam jvala jvala
Protect me everywhere, O Radiant Lord
Maha-mrityurh apa-mrityu bhayarih nashaya nashaya
Removing the fear of great or sudden death

Chora bhayam utsaday’otsadaya Abolishing fear of robbery
Visha-sarpa bhayarh Shamaya shamaya Pacifying fear of snake-venom
Choran maraya maraya Killing thieves
Mama shatrun ucchatay’occhataya Overthrowing my enemies
Tri-Shulena vidaraya vidaraya Crushing them with Your trident
Kutharena bhindhi bhindhi Destroying with Your axe
Khadgena chhindhi chhindhi Splitting with Your sword
Khatvangena vipothaya vipothaya Shattering with Your skull-topped staff
Musalena nish-peshaya nish-peshaya Grinding with Your mace
Banaih santadaya santadaya Severing with Your arrows
Rakshamsi bhishaya bhishaya Striking fear into demons
Ashesha bhutani vidravaya vidravaya Putting to flight all evil spirits

Kiushmanda vetala maricha brahma-rakshasa-ganan santrasaya
santrasaya Terrifying all devils, ghosts and hordes of Brahmin-demons
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Mam’abhayarm kuru kuru Make me fearless
Vitrastarh marh ashvasaya ashvasaya Giving me courage against fear
Naraka mahabhayan marm uddhara uddhara safijivaya safijivaya
Delivering me from the fear of hell and giving life and health
Kshut-tridbhyarh mam apyayay’apyayaya Taking away hunger and thirst
Duhkh’aturarh mam ananday’anandaya Removing sorrow, giving me joy
Shiva kavachena mam acchaday’acchadaya
Covering me with this Shiva Kavach

Mrityuii jaya Try’ambaka Sadashiva namas-te namas-te namas-te
O, Death-defeating, Three-eyed, Eternal Lord, salutations to You

Sakshat Shri Adi Shakti Mataji Shri Nirmal Devyai namo namah
Who is indeed incarnated in person as Our Holy Mother Shri Mataji Nirmala Devi
Salutations to You eternally!

Phala Shrutih -%istening to the results’

Rishabha uvacha: Sage Rishabha said:
Ity’etat Kavacham Shaivam varadar vyahritarh maya,
This Shiva Kavach recited by me bestows boons

Sarva badha prashamanan rahasyam sarva dehinam. (1)
Annulls all catches, and is the secret of all people

Yah sada dharayen martyah Shaivarh Kavacham uttamam,
Any mortal who meditates always on this excellent Shiva Kavach

Na tasya jayate kvapi bhayarh Shambhor anugrahit. (2)
Is not defeated anywhere, with fear removed by the Benevolent Lord

Kshinayur prapta mrityur va maha-roga hato-’pi va,
He whose life is in danger, approaching death or dying from disease

Sadyah sukham avapnoti dirgha mayus cha vindati. (3)
Immediately obtains happiness and accomplishes long-felt desires

Sarva daridrya Sshamanam sau-mangalya vivardhanam,
All poverty is diminished and good fortune increased

Yo dhatte Kavachar Shaivarh sa devair api piijyate. (4)
For whoever worships God with this Shiva Kavach
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Mahapataka sanghatair muchyate ch’opapatakaibh,
Multitudes of great sins and minor offences are annulled

Dehante muktim apnoti Shiva varm’anubhavatah. (5)
On dying, he obtains liberation, whoever enjoys Shiva’s protection

Twam api $hraddhaya vatsa Shaivarh Kavacham uttamam,
Saying this excellent Shiva Kavach with faith and love,

Dharayasva maya dattarh sadyah Shreyo hy’avapsyasi. (6)
Possessing this gift of mine, you will immediately obtain good fortune

Suta uvacha: Shri Sata said: (Sata, a disciple of Ved Vyas, is narrating the Purana)

Ity’'uktva Rishabho Yogi tasmai parthiva sunave,
Having thus spoken, Yogi Rishabha gave the king’s son

Dadau shankhar maharavarm khadgam chari nishudanam. (7)
A very loud conch, and a highly destructive sword

Punash cha bhasma sam-mantrya tad angan parito-'sprishat,
And smeared him all over with consecrated ash

Gajanam shat sahasrasya dvi-gunasya balam dadau. (8)
Giving him the strength of twelve thousand elephants

Bhasma prabhavat samprapta bal’aiShvarya dhriti smritih,
The power of the ash gave him strength, dominion, steadfastness and memory
Sa Raja-putrah Shushubhe sharad-ark’aiva shriya. (9)
That king’s son shone like the autumn sun.

Tamaha praiijalith bhuyah sa yogi raja-nandanam,
Then, saluting him, that Yogi told the prince:

Esha khadgo maya dattas tapo mantr'anubhavatah. (10)
This sword given by me has the power of a renunciant’s mantras

Shita dharam imarh khadgarh yasmai darshayasi sphutam,
Showing this very keen sword and shaking it

Sa sadyo mriyate shatruh sakshan mrityur api swayam. (11)
Immediately the enemy dies, viewing it as their own death

Asya shankhasya nihradar ye Shrinvanti tav’ahitah,
Hearing the sound of this conch, those against you

Te murchitah patishyanti nyasta Sshastra vichetanah. (12)
Would immediately fall down and drop their weapons
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Khadga shankh’avimau divyau para-sainya vinashinau,
With this Divine sword and conch, one may destroy armies of enemies

Atma sainya swa-pakshanarh shaurya tejo vivardhanau. (13)
And instill courage and great power into one’s own army

Etayo$ cha prabhivena Shaivena Kavachena cha,
And, with this powerful Shiva Kavach,

Dvishat sahasra naganarh balena mahat’api cha. (14)
With the strength of twelve thousand mighty elephants

Bhasma dharana sam-arthyat Sshatru sainyarh vijeshyasi,
Empowered by wearing the sacred ash you will overcome enemy armies,

Prapya sirhh’asanam paitryar goptasi prithivim imam. (15)
Regain your father’s throne and rule the earth

Iti Bhadrayusham samyag anushasya sam-atrikam,
Having thus encouraged Prince Bhadrayusha

Tabhyam sam-piujitah so-'tha yogi swaira-gatir yayau. (16)
And saluting each other respectfully, that Yogi continued on his way

Iti Shri Skanda Maha-purane Brahm’ottara khande Shiva Kavacha
prabhava varnanarh nama dvadasho-'dhyayah sam-piirnah.
Here ends the Shiva Kavach from the twelfth chapter
of the last book of the Skanda Purana.

Notes: The Shiva Kavach is recited for protection mainly during the Amavdsya period
(one or two days either side of the new moon) considered to be a time when bhoots and
demons are more active (left-sided). Once the moon is sighted again (as a thin ‘nail-
paring’ at sunset) Amavasya is over.

There are two main versions of the Shiva Kavach with several variations. The version
given here is the one used in Sahaja Yoga and is virtually identical to the Sanskrit
recitation at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=BrEacQ89Rp8. The translations have been
reworked to be more literal (and possibly more prosaic!) and now appear under the line
they translate. Names of Lord Shiva have been capitalised wherever possible.

The Skanda Purdna is the largest of the Puranas, with 81,000 verses in seven books
(the Mahabhdarata has about 100,000). Skanda is a name of Shri Karttikeya (the son of
Shiva) and the Purdna contains mainly stories and information about Lord Shiva.
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